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The Land of Dashi and the Tang Empire:

Political Relations between the Tang Court and the Islamic
Caliphates during the First Four Centuries of the Hijri Era

Parisa Afghari'
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Mostafa Pirmoradian®

Abstract: With the rise of Islam in West Asia, the Tang dynasty in China witnessed one of
the most significant periods of political relations between the two civilizations. Interactions
between the Islamic Caliphate and the Tang Empire, particularly during the first four centuries
of the Hijri era, occupied a special place. Tang historians referred to the Islamic caliphs as the
“Kings of Dashi.” A study of classical Chinese texts reveals lesser-known aspects of these
relations, which have often been overlooked in Iranian scholarship. While China, following
political unification, had entered a period of stability, the fall of the Sasanid Empire and the
expansion of the Islamic Caliphate caused concern among the Tang rulers—especially as the
Muslim advance into Central Asia threatened China’s strategic interests. The findings of this
article indicate that formal contact between the Islamic Caliphate and the Tang court began
during the reign of "‘Uthman and gradually expanded. The Tang rulers, through a combination
of diplomatic, military, and symbolic strategies, sought to maintain border stability, manage
Arab influence in Central Asia, and secure their own interests.
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