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Study and Analysis of the texts of the Coins of Ismaili Nizari
Government in Iran
(483-654 AH / 1090-1256 AD)

Seyyed Masoud Shahmoradi'

Abstract: The Nizari government of Iran minted coins from the time of its third leader,
Muhammad ibn Buzurg-Ummid, until the end of its rule during the reign of Rukn al-Din
Khurshah. The purpose of this research is to examine and analyze the texts engraved on the
coins of the Nizari government of Iran in order to examine the history of this government
from the perspective of numismatics. The study of these texts provides some information
about the Islamic orientation and Shiite tendencies and beliefs of the Nizari government of
Iran, the reflection of the Nizari Ismaili Imamate system, the ideological and political
developments during the era of Jalal al-Din Hassan ibn Muhammad (the sixth leader of the
Nizari state), and the place where their coins were minted (Alamut). The inscriptions of the
slogans "La ’ilaha ’illa -11ah", "Muhammadun Rasiilu Allah" and "Aliyyun Waliyyu Allah",
some Quranic verses and the word "Nizar" on the coins of the Nizaris of Iran, which were
minted in the Alamut region (Baladatol Eqbal or Korsie Deylam), indicate their Islamic and
Shiite beliefs. Combining the information obtained in this way with the narratives of written
historical sources sheds more light on the developments during the era of the Nizari
government of Iran. This research is organized using a historical elaboration method and is
based on numismatic and historical evidence presented in library sources, and a descriptive-
analytical approach is adopted for this purpose.
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