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Plundering Methods of Turkmen in the Qajar Era

Khadijeh Asadi'
Jafar Aghazadeh®

Abstract: The Turkmens, following the tradition of the tribes and clans living on the
borders of Khorasan with Central Asia, carried out extensive plundering attacks on the
eastern and northeastern regions of Iran. With the establishment of the Qajar dynasty and
the emergence of hostility and enmity between the Qajars and the Turkmens, these attacks
were intensified, and the Qajars were unable to establish lasting security in these regions. In
their attacks on the eastern and northeastern regions of Iran, the Turkmens plundered the
property and livestock of the residents and enslaved the people living in such regions. The
present study, using a descriptive-analytical method, aims to answer the question that
“What methods and tactics the Turkmens used in plundering attacks on different regions of
Iran?” The research findings show that they considered attacks on the Iranians as a holy
war and used efficient military and combat equipment, including Turkmen horses, attack
plans, stealth, intelligence, and surprise attacks. With the due necessary care and caution for
this purpose, they increased their success rate, and the security and military forces of the
Qajar dynasty were unable to confront them. Such an action was called “Alaman” and caused
great damages.
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