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In the historiography and literary heritage of Iran during the Mongol
Ilkhanate period, a remarkable narrative of the Abbasid cultural and
civilizational heritage can be observed, which, in a way, seeks to recover
the memory of the Abbasids after the fall of Baghdad and the institution
of the Caliphate. In this study, relying on four literary and historical
sources owned by Iranian writers, all of which were written after the fall
of Baghdad and during the Ilkhanate period, an attempt is made to
analyze the nature of this sympathetic reinterpretation and narrative of
the Abbasid civilization. Saadi's ode in the lamentation of King
Musta'sim, the writings and letters of Khwajah Rashid al-Din Fazlullah
Hamedani, Tajareb Asalaf Hindushah Nakhchivani, and the selected
history of Hamdollah Mostofi are four sources in which the civilizational
legacy of the Abbasids is viewed with a proud and sometimes nostalgic
view. Since this narrative is considered an Iranian narrative of the glory
of the Abbasids, it is of importance in its own right. Accordingly, an
attempt is made to propose, based on a critical analysis of the content of
these four literary and historical works, the hypothesis that these sources
played an important role in perpetuating the memory of the Abbasids in
the cultural discourse of Iran during the Ilkhanid period.
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