
Scientific Journal

Vol. 22, Summer 2025, No. 81

A -Governmental
the

Revolution

Masood Katheri 1

1. Associate professor, University of Isfahan, Isfahan, Iran and lecturer in Islamic Studies.
masoodkasiri@ltr.ui.ac.ir

Abstract Info Abstract
Article Type:

Research Article

Received:
2024.04.23

Accepted:
20.24.10.19

Revolutions, regardless of their nature, have their roots in various contexts,
most of which are formed over time. Since time is the central variable in
every revolution, this phenomenon has a historical nature. No historical
event is formed suddenly and without multiple contexts and factors. To
accurately understand the reasons for the victory of the Islamic Revolution
of Iran in 1979, we need to accept this historical mechanism. Given the
presence of many role-players and activists of that era, examining their
memories and analyzing the events from different angles can be helpful in
understanding the nature of the revolution and the factors that contributed
to its occurrence. The main purpose of this article is to examine the cultural
performance of the Ahmadiyya School and its role in organizing the events
leading to the Islamic Revolution. The research method is mainly based on
oral documents and interviews with activists in this field. This research,
which was conducted based on the study of the performance of one of the
non-governmental schools in Isfahan, shows that the groundwork for
changes based on Islamic teachings and the creation of a revolutionary
spirit had begun at least 15 years before the Islamic Revolution by a
section of the religious. Therefore, analyses that emphasize the role of
foreign factors or clerical opportunism in the appropriation of the
revolution do not seem very accurate and realistic.
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Introduction
The Islamic Revolution of Iran, as a historical phenomenon, is rooted in numerous
intellectual, cultural, and social contexts that developed over time. A precise
understanding of this revolution necessitates an examination of historical mechanisms
and the role of influential institutions in its formative process. Among the various
analyses concerning the causes of the Revolution, some emphasize the role of external
factors or the opportunism of the clergy, while other narratives point to cultural and
educational contexts as pivotal factors. This article, focusing on the role of private
(national) schools during the second Pahlavi era, particularly the Ahmadieh School in
Isfahan, seeks to explain how these institutions contributed to creating the intellectual and
organizational groundwork for the Islamic Revolution.

Methodology
This research was conducted using a historical-social approach and the "Grounded
Theory" method. The data primarily relies on oral history documents and in-depth
interviews with the founders, teachers, and students of Ahmadieh School, collected
within the framework of the oral history project of the Office for Studies of the Cultural
Front of the Islamic Revolution, Isfahan Branch. Archival documents, including SAVAK
reports and the charter of the Ahmadieh Institute, were also used to complete and validate
the data.

Discussion
The Ahmadieh School, as a prominent example of national schools in Isfahan, was
established in 1963 with the aim of countering the cultural policies of the Pahlavi regime
and promoting Islamic teachings. The school began its activities with the support of
religious scholars, particularly Ayatollah Khademi, and the written approval of Imam
Khomeini. Ahmadieh evolved beyond a mere educational institution into a hub for
nurturing the young generation based on Islamic and revolutionary values. The school's
performance can be examined in the following dimensions:

Educational and Pedagogical Activities: Daily programs included morning
ceremonies with Quran recitation, performing religious anthems, holding
congregational prayers, and encouraging cultural activities. Furthermore,
inviting prominent religious figures such as Morteza Motahhari, Mohammad-
Taqi Ja'fari, and Ali-Akbar Parvaresh for lectures was influential in shaping the
students' intellectual outlook.
Propagation Activities: The Ahmadieh Institute engaged in dispatching
propagators to various regions of the country and distributing Imam Khomeini's
treatises (resaleh), which contributed to the dissemination of revolutionary
thought.
Confrontation with the Pahlavi Regime: The school directly and indirectly
opposed the secular values of the Pahlavi government, and for this reason, it was
placed under SAVAK surveillance and control. SAVAK attempted to neutralize
its activities through measures such as spreading rumors, dismissing managers,
and seizing part of the school building.

Role of the Trained Personnel: Many teachers and students of Ahmadieh School, such
as Ali-Akbar Parvaresh, Abolhassan Badri, Hassan-Ali Zehtab, and Abbas Nabavi-



233 A Study of the Performance of Non-Governmental Schools

Manesh, played active roles in various stages of the Revolution and in the post-
revolutionary period within political, cultural, and military spheres.

Conclusion
The examination of Ahmadieh School's performance demonstrates that private schools
during the Pahlavi era, particularly those operating with a religious orientation, played a
significant role in laying the groundwork for the Islamic Revolution. By training
committed individuals well-versed in Islamic teachings, these schools became platforms
for institutionalizing revolutionary thought and countering the official discourse of the
government. The findings of this research corroborate that the Islamic Revolution was
not a sudden phenomenon but rather the outcome of years of cultural, educational, and
propagation activities by religious institutions like the Ahmadieh School. Furthermore,
this study emphasizes the central role of internal factors and religious leadership in the
formation of the Revolution and challenges narratives based on the primacy of external
factors or the accidental nature of the Revolution. Finally, the case study of Ahmadieh
School shows that examining informal educational institutions can illuminate hidden
aspects of socio-political developments.
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