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Iraq's aggression against Iran, which began with the encouragement of the
United States and the support of some governments, was, apart from its
devastating effects in various fields, an effectual case for evaluating the
performance of international organizations, including the United Nations
and the Non-Aligned Movement. The aim of this article, which was written
using a descriptive-analytical method and citing library sources, is to
present a comparative evaluation on the performance of the United Nations
and the Non-Aligned Movement during the imposed war of Iraq against the
Islamic Republic of Iran. The main question of this research is: How was
the performance of these two organizations during the imposed war? The
overall result of the research indicates the fact that the United Nations, due
to its dependence on the great powers, and the Non-Aligned Movement,
due to the heterogeneity of its members, were unable to fulfill their
inherent duty during the imposed war, and of course, the United Nations
played a more unconstructive role than the Non-Aligned Movement during
the imposed war.
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Introduction
The military aggression of Iraq against Iran, which began on September 1980,
encouraged by the United States and with the support of certain governments, provided a
context for evaluating the performance of international organizations, including the
United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement. Beyond its devastating domestic
consequences, this event caused extensive changes in the regional order. This article aims
to comparatively assess the performance of these two institutions during the three stages
of the war (initiation, continuation, and termination) and to explain their behavioral
differences and the reasons behind them. The main research question is: How was the
performance of the United Nations and the Non-Aligned Movement during the imposed
war? The central hypothesis posits that both institutions, due to their dependence on
major powers and the heterogeneity of their members, failed to fulfill their inherent
duties. The research background indicates that while studies have separately addressed
the performance of each entity, a comparative examination of the two has been neglected.

Methodology
This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, drawing on library sources
including books, academic articles, and reliable historical documents. The required data
have been collected through the systematic study of texts related to the subject. The
method of data analysis is qualitative content analysis with a comparative approach,
whereby the positions, resolutions, statements, and practical actions of these two
institutions at different stages of the war are examined. This method allows the research
to accurately describe events while also analyzing the causes and factors affecting the
performance of these institutions, and to compare and investigate the reasons for their
failure.

Discussion
The examination of documents and evidence reveals that the United Nations, particularly
the Security Council, from the very beginning, through issuing weak and unbalanced
resolutions, failed to play its role as the guardian of international peace and security. This
Council remained silent for 22 months after the war started, a period coinciding with the
advance of Iraqi forces into Iranian territory. The United Nations resolutions (such as
514, 522, 540, 582, 588) were primarily recommendatory in nature and emphasized an
immediate ceasefire and the withdrawal of both parties without identifying the aggressor.
Even the final and significant Resolution 598, despite having positive aspects such as
mentioning the identification of the aggressor, was unacceptable to the Islamic Republic
of Iran due to its insistence on a ceasefire prior to determining and prosecuting the
aggressor. The structural dependence of the Security Council on major powers and their
veto power was the main cause of this inefficiency and the adoption of double standards.
The Non-Aligned Movement also exhibited weak and passive performance due to the
heterogeneity of its members in terms of geography, economy, politics, ideology, and the
lack of enforcement mechanisms for its decisions. At the start of the war, the Movement
adopted a position marked by three months of silence, followed by the formation of an
ineffective Goodwill Committee. Its subsequent periods of performance included a phase
of activity and hesitation, a phase of specific action, a phase of recommendation and
expression of concern, and finally, a phase of quiet movement and ambiguous
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positioning. Similar to the United Nations, the Non-Aligned Movement showed no
decisive reaction to Iraq's war crimes, including the use of chemical weapons and the
bombing of residential areas. In the final years of the war, it merely followed the policies
of the Security Council and the major powers.

Conclusion
The results of this comparative research clearly demonstrate that the United Nations and
the Non-Aligned Movement were significantly unsuccessful in fulfilling their inherent
duties to maintain peace during the eight-year war of Iraq against Iran. The United
Nations, due to its power-centric structure dependent on superpowers in the Security
Council, and the Non-Aligned Movement, due to its structural problems and member
heterogeneity, not only failed to decisively condemn the aggressor but also, through their
silence, adoption of ambiguous positions, and issuance of weak and non-binding
resolutions, practically contributed to the prolongation of the war and the increase in
human and material losses. This performance not only damaged the credibility of these
institutions in the eyes of various countries but also revealed the reality that in the
international system, the interests of major powers can prevail over the principles of the
UN Charter and international law. This research emphasizes the necessity of revising the
structure and decision-making mechanisms of these institutions to play a more just role in
future crises.
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