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One of the key challenges regarding the legitimacy of the political system
is related to the principles proposed by scholars in the field. This issue
occurs also under the theories of the Supreme Leader as one of the
contemporary political thinkers. This research, using a descriptive-
analytical method, considers his intellectual principles to be summarized
under the three main components of the model, structure, and function of
the agents of the political system. His intellectual principles in realizing the
model of the political system include dynamic ijtihad and system-building
jurisprudence; which, after presenting the model of the legitimate system
through jurisprudence, also entails the necessity of negating the tyrant and
the legitimacy of people's activism. Under the legitimacy of the structure of
the political system, the guardianship of the jurist is the main pillar and the
source for legitimacy of other pillars of the system. The component of the
performance of the agents also has three bases and criteria: the obligation
to maintain the system, justice, and efficiency.
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Introduction
Researchers have always sought to find the theories of political scientists regarding the
legitimacy of political systems. In the Shiite world, despite the fact that in many different
articles and books, the principles of the Supreme Leader as one of the important political
scientific figures in the field of the legitimacy of the system have been analyzed;
however, these studies have typically explained his principles in the theory of dual
divine-popular legitimacy.
In response to the question of what intellectual foundations the Supreme Leader's theories
are based on, the present study presents a coherent classification of different areas of the
political system based on his theories in three components: model, structure, and
performance. The reliance on jurisprudential aspects in expressing the legitimacy of each
of these areas indicates the comprehensiveness of his intellectual principles in the entire
legitimate political system.

Methodology
Just as one of the most widely used methods in explaining the concept of legitimacy is
the descriptive-analytical method, in the present study, which examines the intellectual
foundations of the Supreme Leader in the field of legitimacy of the political system; the
descriptive-analytical method has been used .
In accordance with the course of the Supreme Leader's political thought and with the
aforementioned method, a comprehensive and complete explanation of the various
dimensions of the legitimacy of the political system can be obtained, which indicates his
reliance on religious sources in all the main components of the political system, namely
the model, structure, and performance.

Discussion
In order to understand the intellectual foundations of the Supreme Leader in the
legitimacy of the main components of the political system, all the theories presented by
him can be examined under the three components of model, structure, and
performance.In the first component, which is the legitimate political system model, he
considered the first important element in this regard to be dynamic and political ijtihad,
which can be achieved by prohibiting anarchist thinking and also by negating
petrification and secularism. The second element he proposed is jurisprudence of system-
building / system-structuring jurisprudence, which, by presenting the model of the
legitimate political system model, considers confronting the tyrannical government
obligatory and considers its prerequisite to be the support of the people or religious
democracy. In his view, the legitimacy of the role of the people in the political system is
not based on the rule of "social contract" taken from Western principles, but rather is
based on the Prophetic and Alevi traditions, the term "Islamic covenant" that he said
should prevail between the Islamic ruler and the people.The Supreme Leader's
intellectual foundations in the legitimacy of the structural component of the legitimate
political system explain the fact that the guardianship of the jurist is the main pillar of the
structure of the political system and the factor of legitimacy of other pillars of the system
such as the executive branch, the legislative branch and the judiciary.
In the last part of this division, the Supreme Leader's intellectual foundations in the
legitimacy of the performance component of the agents of the legitimate political system
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are considered, which is that first, preserving the Islamic system, secondly, justice, and
finally, efficiency and fulfillment of duty must be realized by the agents of the political
system in order for their legitimacy to be realized and sustained.

Conclusion
According to the political thought of the Supreme Leader, the legitimacy of all
components of the political system can be explained coherently and reasonably in the
three areas of model, structure and performance of agents.Therefore, the first pillar in the
component of the legitimate model of the political system is dynamic and political
ijtihad, which is realized by negating anarchism and rejecting religious secularism. Their
second basis in this component is system-building jurisprudence, which has the role of
presenting a model model of a legitimate political system, the obligation to confront the
tyrannical government, and legitimizing the activism of the people.
In the legitimacy component of the structure of the political system, the Guardianship of
the Jurist (Velayat-e Faqih) is the principal pillar of the political structure and the factor
of legitimacy of other system components, which the executive branch derives legitimacy
through endorsement, the legislative branch through approval, and the judiciary through
appointment by the Wali Faqih.
The legitimacy of the performance component is realized on the basis of preserving the
Islamic system, justice, and efficiency, and the performance of duties by the agent of the
Islamic state.
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