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The am of this study is to examine and criticize the views of some writers on
the revolution regarding the role and position of Imam Khomeini in the
leadership and occurrence of the Idamic Revolution in Iran. The findings of
the study show that these writers, whether structuralists or religious experts,
tried to downplay Imam Khomeini's role by making undocumented claims
and to present his statements addressed to the Iranian people regarding the
formation and administration of the proposed Ilamic government as an
ambiguous and opaque dternative to the monarchy. They believe that
athough unbalanced development, political obstruction, the Shah's weakness
in dealing with unrest, and America's inaction in supporting the Shah were
effective in the victory of the Idamic Revolution of Iran, the Imam's
intransigence, political intelligence, and most importantly, his use of Shiite
ideology as a mobilizing ideology paved the way for his leadership and
ultimately the victory of the revolution. This research has been done using a
historical and descriptive-analytical method.
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Introduction

Some researchers of the Iranian Revolution, in their published books which are
sgnificant studies concerning the Islamic Revolution of Iran, have addressed the
Function of the leader in the revolutionary struggles of the Iranian people. However,
without possessing evidence or information about the religious condition of the Iranian
people and based on their persona beliefs, they claim that Imam Khomeini's messages to
the Iranian people regarding the establishment of an Islamic government in Iran were
ambiguous and lacked the necessary clarity. Raising such an issue indicates the neglect of
Imam Khomeini's charismatic role and position in the leadership and occurrence of the
Idamic Revolution in Iran Among their research. Accordingly, the main research
guestion is: From the perspective of these writers, what was the role and position of
Imam Khomeini in the leadership and occurrence of the Idamic Revolution in Iran?
Regarding the research background, no independent study addressing this specific
Subject has been conducted so far. Only Sohrab Moghaddami Shahidani (2020) in his
article "Identifying the Place of the Principle of Political Honesty in the Conduct of
Imam Khomeini's Struggles' addressed Imam Khomeini's political honesty in domestic
dimensions and towards the Iranian people during the struggles against the second
Pahlavi regime. However, he did not address the subject of the present research, whichis
the critique and refutation of the views of (Iranian and foreign) researchers Considering
the role and method of Imam Khomeini's leadership in the victory and occurrence of the
Idamic Revolution.

M ethodology

This research is written By using the historica method and a descriptive-analytical
approach, utilizing library resources. By citing numerous instances of the political
honesty of Imam Khomeini during the struggles against the Taghuti regime of the Shah
and his confrontation with events created inside Iran by the second Pahlavi government,
it critiques and refutes the baseless claims of these researchers.

Discussion

Imam Khomeini, as the leader of revolution, undertook the leadership of revolution by
adopting strategies such as identifying people and trusting them, using religious rituals to
mobilize the people, emphasizing the awareness-raising of the masses, negative resistance,
populism, avoidance of violence, and non-compromise with the Taghuti regime of the
second Pahlavi. He consistently emphasized the principle of honesty in the field of political
practice and struggle. Studying the political conduct and statements of the Imam at various
critical junctures of the movement — such as the elections for the Provincial and State
Associations and the removal of the condition of swearing on the Quran, women's electoral
rights, discussions surrounding the White Revolution, the number of martyrs of the 15
Khordad 1342 (June 5, 1963) uprising, denia of compromise and alignment with the
second Pahlavi government after his release in 1342 (1963), protest and condemnation of
the coronation ceremony of the second Pahlavi in 1346 (1967) due to its conflict with
Idam, conveying the news of the martyrdom of Ayatollah Saidi to him and the Imam's
statement after necessary investigations by his trusted associates in this regard, and even
admonishing the second Pahlavi regarding being honest and not lying and leaving the
affairs of the people to themselves after giving the message "I too heard the voice of your
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revolution" — demonstrates that adherence to honesty and disregard for personal interests,
and waiting for reliable news before acting by the revolutionary fighters, were constant
principles in his life and character. At no critical juncture did he abandon this principle for
interests or expediencies. Had these critics examined the course of Imam Khomeini's
druggles at various stages of the movement, they would certainly have reached a
conclusion different from the futile, basdless, and unfounded claims presented in their
books. However, as they intended to decelve the audience and weaken the position of the
leader in the Iranian Revolution, they raised these discussions.

Conclusion

Although these researchers have tried, by raising undocumented claims, to diminish the
role of Imam Khomeini and portray his statements to the revolutionary people of Iran
regarding the establishment of an Idamic government as an dternative to the
monarchical system in Iran as ambiguous and unclear, ultimately all of them have
emphasized the uncompromising stance, public acceptance, and political intelligence of
Imam Khomeini caused other opposing currents to be compelled to follow his leadership.
Furthermore, Imam's utilization of Shiite ideology as a mobilizing ideology was highly
effective in bringing various strata of the people to the scene.
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