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The aim of this research is to paradigmatically model the 1401 unrest in
Iran with a civilizational approach based on the grounded theory strategy.
Philosophically, this research falls within the interpretive paradigm and
methodologically, within the qualitative paradigm. To collect data,
interviews were conducted with 19 experts in political science and the
Islamic Revolution. Finally, using the coding method in three stages, open,
axial, and selective, 51 open codes were identified in seven categories and
modeled in the form of a paradigm model. Based on the findings of this
research, “the Islamic Revolution paved the way for the emergence of the
great Islamic civilization” was identified as the “axial category”. And “the
civilizational confrontation between the Islamic Revolution and the West”
as the “causal conditions”; “the spread of Western lifestyle” and “the
weakness of the divine approach in the education system” were identified
as “intervening conditions”; “governance dysfunctions” as “background
conditions”; “governance-based strategies” as “strategies”; and ‘“the
strength of the internal structure of the system” as “consequences.”.
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Introduction

From the perspective of civilizational scholars, civilization is the outcome of
transformative processes known as civilization-building. With the emergence of the
Idamic Revolution in Iran, the foundations for the development of a great ISlamic
civilization were laid. The purpose of this research is to mode the paradigm of the 2022
sedition in Iran from a civilizationa perspective. The absence of a paradigmatic approach
to the disturbances of autumn 2022 is a serious gap that has not yet been addressed by
scholars and researchers. The simultaneous examination of the central phenomenon of
these disturbances, the causal factors, contextua conditions, intervening factors,
strategies, and consequences constitutes the research gap that this study seeksto address.

M ethodology

Philosophically, this research is dtuated within the interpretive paradigm, and
methodologically it follows a qualitative paradigm. The research strategy is grounded
theory, based on Glaser’s approach, with the aim of extracting a paradigmatic model. The
statistical population includes scholars of the Islamic Revolution in Iran, who teach the
subject at various universities and participated in the 13th Annua Conference of the
Iranian Association for the Study of the Islamic Revolution, held in Shiraz in February
2023. The sample size consisted of 19 individuals, determined through theoretical
saturation and selected via snowball sampling. Accordingly, 19 semi-structured
interviews were conducted, amounting to approximately 30 hours of data collection.
Through three stages of coding—open, axial, and selective—51 open codes across seven
categories were identified and structured within a paradigmatic model.

Discussion

Findings of the research demonstrate that the 2022 sedition essentially possessed a
civilizational nature. From this perspective, Western civilization, perceiving itself in
confrontation with the Iamic Revolution, orchestrates such disturbances as part of a
broader civilizational clash. The recent unrest can therefore be interpreted as a
manifestation of the civilizational confrontation between the ISamic Revolution and the
West. The West, by mobilizing its forces and designing multi-scenario strategies, coupled
with weaknesses among revolutionary forces in jihad of clarification and particularly in
historiography of the Revolution, along with the spread of infiltration and hypocrisy
currents, has fostered a hybrid war against Iran. The ultimate goal of this hybrid war isto
undermine revolutionary identity and national power—especialy leadership—while
promoting the perception of the inefficiency of religious governance, culminating in a
civilizational confrontation with the Iamic Revolution.

Accordingly, the core prescription lies in problematizing challenges within the
framework of governance-based issues and adopting governance-based strategies. The
most effective strategies include: the jihad of clarification, public awareness campaigns,
the ingtitutionalization of free-thinking forums, the promotion of Idamic humanities,
strengthening religious beliefs, and training a revolutionary academic and managerial
generation. Moreover, governance dysfunctions have provided the groundwork for such
crises at the national level. Key examples include: the neglect of governance over
cyberspace—particularly weaknesses in media space—economic challenges of the state,
and deficiencies in discourse related to women and youth. Furthermore, the prevalence of
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Western lifestyles—including Westernization, identity weskness, virtua living, feelings
of hopelessness, and celebrity roleemodding—as well as the decline of the divine
approach in education (neglect of schools, abandonment of universities, dominance of
Western humanities, and challenges in family-based education), intensified the unrest.
Nevertheless, despite the damages caused by the disturbances, the most significant
consequence of this civilizational confrontation has been the reinforcement of the
system’s internal structure. This includes the strengthening of national power, the
steadfastness of the people, their continued alignment with the Revolution, the
manifestation of rationality and decisiveness in public resistance, and the exposure of
hypocrisy and sedition. The people’s presence and resilience embody the key phrase that
the Supreme Leader referred to asthe “miscalculation of the enemy.”

Conclusion

Ultimately, the study concludes that “the Islamic Revolution as the foundation for the
emergence of the great Idamic civilization” (4 codes) represents the core category. In
addition, “the civilizational confrontation between the Islamic Revolution and the West”
(10 codes) is identified as the causa conditions; “the spread of Western lifestyle” (5
codes) and “the weakness of the divine approach in education” (5 codes) constitute the
intervening conditions, “governance dysfunctions” (8 codes) are the contextua
conditions, “governance-based strategies” (12 codes) ae the drategies, and
“reinforcement of the system’s internal structure” (7 codes) are the consequences.
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