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Universities are formed based on the underlying values of specific schoals,
and each school has its own characteristics for its desired university. The
aim of this qualitative research is to identify the components of university
accreditation based on Imam Khomeini's views, which analyzed the
Imam's speeches by applying content analysis of the grounded theory.
From the review of specialized literature in the field of accreditation, 7
main components were obtained, including "curriculum management”,
"curriculum content”, "board members", "student", "services and support”,
"graduates”, and "research, and scientific and practica interactions’, and
from the analysis of the Imam's Sahifah, 80 subcomponents were extracted.
The factors of content and curriculum management have received the most
attention by the Imam, and the components of "the need to simultaneously
acquire knowledge" and "recognizing and neutralizing the sedition of
enemies and preventing their influence" have also been the most frequent
accreditation criteria. By integrating the obtained model with existing
models, it is possible to present the desired academic accreditation model.
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Introduction

Higher education systems in Iamic societies have long struggled with the perceived
dichotomy between science and religion. Predominantly Western evaluation models,
which dominate global academic practices, often fail to align with the cultura and
ideological foundations of the Isamic Revolution, thereby generating epistemological
and cultura dependency. Imam Khomeini, as the founder of the Islamic Republic,
proposed a comprehensive vision of the university that emphasizes both the Islamization
of knowledge and the inseparability of science and ethics. The present study aims to
identify the components of academic accreditation according to Imam Khomeini’s
thought and to provide an indigenous model that could guide the development of
universities aligned with the ideals of the IsSlamic Revolution. A review of prior research
indicates that, despite numerous studies on Isamic universities and indigenization, no
work has systematically focused on Imam Khomeini’s criteria for academic
accreditation, underscoring the novelty of this study

M ethodology

This qualitative research was conducted within the interpretive paradigm with a
fundamenta orientation. The primary data source comprised the 21-volume collection of
Imam Khomeini’s speeches, letters, and messages (1933-1989). A thematic anaysis
strategy, specifically the theory-driven approach, was employed. Based on existing
literature on accreditation, seven overarching components were predetermined as
analytical categories. Through iterative readings, 187 relevant texts were extracted,
yielding 859 initial codes. Following Braun and Clarke’s six-step process, these codes
were refined into 80 sub-components. Triangulation involving two senior scholars in
higher education was employed to ensure validity and reliability of the findings

Discussion

The findings highlight that Imam Khomeini placed the greatest emphasis on two
components: “curricular content and educational programs’ and “curriculum
management.” Within the content dimension, recurring themes include the necessity of
integrating science with ethics, addressing national needs, rejecting cultural domination
by foreign powers, and fostering faith and spiritudity. Regarding curriculum
management, central elements involve neutralizing external conspiracies, preventing
intellectual dependency on East or West, and strengthening universities for scientific self-
sufficiency.

The role of faculty members emerges as equally critical. They are expected not only to
master thelr disciplines but aso to embody Islamic values, provide high-quality
instruction, and safeguard students from ideological deviation. Students, in turn, are
envisioned as defenders of Islam and the nation, committed to authentic religious
principles and resisting fabricated or distorted forms of Islam.

For graduates, key expectations include intellectual independence, skill enhancement,
readiness for manageria responsibilities, and loyalty to the Idamic Revolution. In terms
of institutional services and support, universities must ensure environments that are
morally safe, spiritually enriched, and resistant to corruption and cultural infiltration.
Finally, research and scientific interaction emphasize strong ties between university and
seminary, nationa unity, engagement with society, and value-based participation in
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political arenas. Overal, the proposed accreditation model diverges fundamentally from
Western frameworks by prioritizing ethics, faith, independence, and socia responsibility
alongside scientific excellence

Conclusion

This study systematically anadyzed Imam Khomeini’s perspective on universities to
identify seven main components and 80 sub-components of academic accreditation. The
most distinctive contribution of the model is its insistence on the integration of science
and morality, combined with safeguarding the cultural and intellectual independence of
universities—an aspect largely absent in conventional accreditation systems. The
findings suggest that the ideal university, according to Imam Khomeini, is not merely a
center for scientific production and professiona training but also a cultura stronghold
that resists foreign influence, nurtures ethical values, and responds effectively to societa
needs. This indigenous accreditation model thus provides a foundation for developing
discipline-specific evauation frameworks rooted in Iranian-Iamic vaues. Its
implementation could pave the way toward realizing the “Islamic Revolution-oriented
university” and offer an alternative paradigm of quality assurance for higher education in
Islamic societies
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