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Cognitive warfare is an emerging phenomenon that has truly exposed the
life of modern man to devastating shocks that are at the same timeinvisible
and largely incomprehensible in the cognitive and political realm. The will
in this type of warfare is to oppose the stability and permanence of modern
man's social actions before any instruments of hard war reach the territorial
borders. The present article recognizes history as a pre-cognitive principle
that, if all its cognitive dimensions are achieved, perceptual or cognitive
warfare will never come to an end. For this reason, the present article, in
order to examine the effectiveness of secondary school history, has
emerged from the perspective of cognitive warfare, which, based on seven
theoretical and fundamental cognitive reasons, which include the lack of
historical worldview, the lack of continuity of historical identity, historical
stagnation, the dominance of the narration of historical events over the
expression of historical trends, the lack of temporal extension of the
effective forces of history, the lack of a philosophy of history, and the non-
individualism of history, considers secondary school history lessons to lack
the determining elements such as creating macroscopic historical
rationality against cognitive warfare.
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Introduction

The emerging wars of the contemporary era have exposed vast dimensions of human
existence—including cognitive, social, and political spheres—to relentless assaults. The
breadth of these wars is such that they have cast a heavy shadow not only over territorial
borders but also over human minds, leading to fundamental changes in military
strategies. Given the critical importance of adolescents and youth as targets in cognitive
warfare and their heightened susceptibility in this invisible battle, it is essentia to
conduct in-depth studies on their role in the evolution of cognitive conflicts.
Undoubtedly, the twelve-year presence of students in educational environments provides
a vauable opportunity to safeguard their mental world from the significant threats of
cognitive warfare. How can this vital goal be achieved? Another fundamental question
that deserves serious attention is. Considering the serious emphasis of the two Imams of
the Revolution (Imam Khomeini and Ayatollah Khamenei) on history and its protection
from distortive approaches (Moghaddami Shahidani, 2022: 23-45).Howeffective is the
high school history textbook in countering the contemporary ondaught of cognitive
warfare.?

M ethodology

This research employs a descriptive-analytical method, focusing on cognitive warfare
and the issue of history in the battlefield, to evaluate the efficacy of the second-grade
high school history textbook in this fateful type of war. The present study seeks to
achieve this result by understanding the rules of cognitive warfare and identifying the
type of narrative methodology used in the history lesson.

Discussion

The ultimate goal of cognitive warfare is to change norms, values, beliefs, attitudes, and
behaviors. In cognitive warfare, the primary objective is to transform mental paradigms,
to the extent that ideas and beliefs contrary to the officia discourse engineer the
behavioral cultures of society (Araghi, Bidgoli, and Dehborzouei, 2023: 146). Itls worth
noting that cognitive warfareis conducted to achieve political goals, however, it possesses
a supra-political nature, which necessitates the examination of its pre-political cognitive
foundations.

Regarding the relationship between cognitive warfare and history, there is a pre-cognitive
issue: if historical values are attained in the mental expanse of society, the existence of
cognitive warfare is negated. This is because all analyses of cognitive warfare pertain to
the present time, aiming to subjugate the current perceptions and understandings of
society. Meanwhile, the primary mission of history is to intend movement toward the
future in the present time by reflecting on the past .If this connection is severed and the
present is left in a vacuum of futurity and ignorance of historical values, cognitive
warfare will undoubtedly reach the gates of the public's mental world.

The high school history textbook provides comprehensive and valuable information
about historical events to its audience, and in this educationa goal, it is undoubtedly
successful. However, the more important question is :Is the goa of the history book
merely to familiarize students with historical events? Do learners, amidst this vast
volume of historical news, aso learn the way and method of history? For example, the
History 2 textbook (Literature and Humanities) discusses events from the Prophet's
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mission to the Safavid era (1135 AH). With such an overwhelming barrage of historica
information, does historical knowledge and rationality emerge? Given the changes and
developments in modern warfare types, can history, with this method of historical
narration, pave the way toward bright horizons for the future generation?

Resultsand Findings

The second-grade high school history textbook is inadequate in meeting the critical
demands of cognitive warfare in the contemporary era due to shortcomings such as the
lack of a historical worldview, absence of historical continuity, historical stagnation,
predominance of narrating historical events over explaining historical processes, lack of
temporal extension of effective historical forces, absence of a philosophy of history, and
futurity. It appears that this history textbook was not written to counter the specific major
type of warfare currently underway but was composed for an era where the greatest
danger was conventional military warfare. The book provides valuable historica
information; however, it unfortunately fails to create any historical rationality that would
enable its matured reader to think in accordance with the emerged world and stride firmly
toward the future of history under its guidance.
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