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Article Type: In the late Pahlavi period, the field of forma education in religious
Research Article education textbooks faced extensive changes in terms of content, the main
focus of which was to present a completely political image focused on
establishing a state from Islam (religion). In addition to being different
from the prevailing view of religion, thisinterpretation was also considered
a serious threat to the regime; but the fundamenta question is: Why was it
allowed to appear in formal education? In this regard, the research findings
based on documentary and library studies show that this reading was
influenced by the movement and political thoughts of Imam Khomeini, and
individuals such as Beheshti and Bahonar, who were imitators of the Imam

Recalved: and promoters of his thoughts, were able to create fundamental changes by
2024.12.24 being absorbed into the Council for the Compilation of Textbooks due to
Accepted: the regime's neglect of the power of the clergy and, on the other hand, the
2025.03.16 need the regime had for them in dealing with the communists, especialy in
the field of formal education.
Imam Khomeini's Movement, Cultural Struggle, Religious Teachings,
Keywords

Education, the Second Pahlavi, Shahid Beheshti and Shahid Bahonar.

Kazemi, Hassan & Seyyed Ali Asghar Mir Khalili (2025). The Role of Shahid
Beheshti and Shahid Bahonar in the Evolution of Religious Education Textbooks in
the Second Pahlavi Period. Islamic Revelution Studies. 22 (1). 203-222. DOI:
10.22034/22.80.197

DOl: https://doi.org/10.22034/22.80.197
Publisher: Islamic Maaref University, Qom, Iran.

Citethisarticle:




Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 22, Spring 2025, No. 80 O 198

Introduction

In the final years of the Pahlavi regime, religious education textbooks underwent
significant changes in content. Their main focus shifted to rejecting the ruling regime
based on religious duty to struggle, and ultimately to the establishment of a religious
government. Prior to this, the content of these textbooks had been limited to common
religious topics such as ethics, beliefs, and jurisprudence, without delving deeply into
political, power-related, or governance issues. Religious duty had traditionally meant
performing religious obligations and avoiding sin and corruption. How and why did this
transformation in content occur, and more importantly, how was it reproduced within the
framework of the regime’s official education system? Martyrs Beheshti and Bahonar
played a central role in this regard. The regime’s neglect of the clergy’s influence at the
time, combined with its pressing need for their presence in official education to confront
communism scientifically, seemsto have been among the main contributing factors.

M ethodology

This study is based on documentary and library research, particularly through the content
analysis of primary sources-namely, the religious education textbooks. A series of these
textbooks from the 1940s (1320s SH) through the 1970s (1350s SH), up until the fall of
the Pahlavi regime, was examined and analyzed in terms of content.

Discussion

After the suppression of the June 5, 1963 (15 Khordad 1342) uprising and the exile of
Imam Khomeini, the regime came to believe that the clergy and religious forces had been
weakened, and that the primary threat remained communism. Therefore, its main focus
shifted to combating communism. Y et taking such measures heavily depended on the
scholarly and ideological capabilities of religious forces, which, inevitably, drew the
regime toward them.

At the same time, despite opposition from various religious groups to the Shah’s cultural
policies, in the fight against communism, they supported the Shah and did not withhold
cooperation. This shared sense of threat against a common enemy brought the two sides
closer together. The widespread presence of religious figures, including Martyrs Beheshti
and Bahonar, in the highly strategic field of education stemmed from this redity. The
regime was compelled, albeit cautioudly, to allow more opennessin this area.

Y et how Beheshti, Bahonar, and their group managed to embed a revolutionary Islam-
deeply influenced by Imam Khomeini’s theory of Velayat-e Fagih (Guardianship of the
Jurist)-within the educational materials depended on their strategic awareness, courage,
and reliance on the Shi’a principle of taqiyya (prudential dissimulation).

Resultsand Findings

The Pahlavi regime’s belief that the clergy’s power had been diminished among the
people after the suppression of the 1963 uprising exacted a heavy price, ultimately
contributing to its downfall. One key area where this manifested was the highly
significant realm of official education. Under the assumption that religious forces were
weakened-and in response to the greater perceived danger of communism, which had
gained more influence among students-the regime opened up space for religious elements
in education.
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It was complemented by the presence of well-known figures, such as Beheshti and
Bahonar, within the education system, who recognized and seized the opportunity. They
advanced this agenda by leveraging the vast potentia of religion and Imam Khomeini’s
political and governance-oriented ideas. In the months leading up to the Idamic
Revolution of 1979, students participating in public protests were aready deeply
influenced by these teachings. By the time the regime realized this, it was far too late.
The ability to accurately assess both one’s own power and that of the enemy is crucial for
survival.
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