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Among the current works in the historiography of the Islamic Revolution,
the memoirs of American senior officials are of particular importance. The
present study examines six of these memoirs by raising the question: What
was the approach of these individuals in writing the history of the Islamic
Revolution? The findings of this study show that, given the disastrous
effects of the Iranian Revolution on the United States, the Carter`s state
was accused by public opinion in that country of negligence towards the
Iranian Revolution, and the question has been raised regarding its practical
position as to how the US government was able to lose one of its most
important areas of influence in the world by allowing such a revolution to
occur. Therefore, these memoirs were written with an excusative approach,
seeking to provide reasons to justify their actions and absolve themselves
of the accusations. In order to achieve this goal, these individuals have
refrained from stating many facts in recording the events of the Islamic
Revolution of Iran, have largely disregarded honesty, and have even
attempted to distort the facts of the Islamic Revolution and Iranian history.
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Introduction
In the domain of historiography of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, numerous and different
works have been produced, and without a doubt, some of these works are more
frequently consulted by enthusiasts and researchers in this domain than others, Including
the writings and memoirs of American officials, especially the personality of Carter, the
then President of the United States of America, and some of her government officials.
Since these writings are often used as primary sources and references in research, it is
important to pay attention to the level of realism of these works; therefore, this research
attempts to explore the approach of the authors of these works and examine their level of
concern for expressing the facts.

Methodology
In order to achieve the goal, in this research, using the descriptive method, the relevant
writings have been reviewed and the way historical events are recorded in these works
has been examined. Then, by analyzing the data obtained, an attempt has been made to
discover the historiographical approach of these works. Also, by comparing the claims
made in these works with some existing documents, the level of realism of the
aforementioned writings has been criticized.

Discussion
According to Western researchers, the most important feature of the Iranian Revolution
was that this Revolution was unpredictability and incomprehensibility for foreign
observers. The emergence and victory of the Islamic Revolution, given the importance of
Iran's position in the West Asian region, the irreplaceable position of oil for the United
States, and the importance of Iran's military force in protecting that country's interests in
the region, raised this question that How could American officials allow such a
revolution to occur in Iran?
In fact, US government officials, who have often been accused by public opinion in their
own country of being ineffective in preventing the Iranian revolution or failing to predict
it, have used this as a means to justify their inability to predict this major event and the
loss of a valuable sphere of influence such as "Iran", They needed to convince public
opinion in their country, so they turned to recording their memories of the events of the
Islamic Revolution.
Therefore, according to confession American researcher James Beale: the main purpose
of these people in recording historical events was not to provide analysis and evidence to
explain what happened, but rather to create excuses to justify their own actions.
In this study, the memoirs of American officials have been examined by separating their
origin of responsibility into three categories: memoirs of officials from the Office of the
President, memoirs of officials from the State Department, and memoirs of officials from
the National Security Council.
The present study seeks to answer the question: How did these works record and narrate
the events of the Islamic Revolution of Iran, and what approach did they take in
historiography?

Results and Findings
The study of these works in this research revealed that in recording the events of the
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Islamic Revolution of Iran, the main issue and concern for Carter administration officials
was to justify their actions; in other words, they used historiography as a tool to clear
themselves of accusations.
Therefore, not only they have not cared about stating historical facts, but they have even
distorted history to achieve their goals. In almost all of these writings, on the one hand,
they have tried to portray the Pahlavi regime as pure, while on the other hand, they have
tried to portray Imam Khomeini and the revolutionaries as violent, belligerent, and
irrational. Also, the truth and nature of the relationship between Iran and the United
States is hidden from the audience in these works, and the role of the American
government in creating dissatisfaction among the Iranian people as a factor in the
revolution It is not mentioned at all, and a very superficial analysis of the causes of the
revolution is provided.
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