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Political culture refers to the set of mental tendencies and attitudes of individuals
towards the political system and political elites of a country. On this basis and
considering the impact of the type of political culture and its effective
components on the national security of countries, the present study seeks to
explain the effective components of political culture in improving the level of
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the Second Step of the
Revolution statement. The main question of this study has been taken as: What
are the effective components of political culture in improving the level of
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the Second Step of the
Revolution statement? This qualitative study used the grounded theory method
in data analysis and attempted to create a new theory through semi-structured
interviews with experts and scholars in the field of politics and international
relations. This study ultimately reached theoretical saturation and created a new
theory after fifteen interviews. The research findings show that this operates on
the basis of a specific conceptual pattern and model. Accordingly, and as the
research findings also confirm, there is a direct relationship between the
development of political culture and the national security of the Islamic
Republic, and the promotion of the components of a developed political culture
can lead to the strengthening of the country's national security.

Keywords Islamic Republic of Iran, Second Step Statement, Political Culture, National
Security, Islamic Revolution.

Cite this article:

Danaei, Alireza, Mahmoud Ebrahimi Varkiani & Mohammadreza Shahab (2025).
The Development of Political Culture and Its Impact on Improving the Level of
National Security of the Islamic Republic of Iran with Emphasis on the Second Step
Statement of the Revolution. Islamic Revelution Studies. 22 (1). 49-80. DOI:
10.22034/22.80.43

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/22.80.43

Publisher: Islamic Maaref University, Qom, Iran.



Islamic Revelution Studies, Vol. 22, Spring 2025, No. 80 44

Introduction
Political culture encompasses a set of attitudes and orientations held by individuals
toward a political system and its elite actors, which can directly influence a nation's
national security. This study examines the impact of political culture development on the
national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran, as framed by the Second Step of the
Revolution Statement, through 15 interviews with experts in political culture and national
security. The objective of this research is to explain the impact of developing political
culture on enhancing the level of national security in the Islamic Republic of Iran (I.R.
Iran) based on the Second Step of the Revolution Statement. Furthermore, the
significance of this study lies in the fact that, for the first time, it analyzes the impact of
political culture development on Iran's national security using the Grounded Theory
method, while framing its research questions and validity based on the Second Step of
the Revolution Statement. This research can provide practical strategies for strengthening
the country's national security. The main research question is: What are the key
components of political culture that contribute to enhancing the national security of the
I.R. Iran based on the Second Step of the Revolution Statement? Since this study adopts a
Grounded Theory approach, it does not include predefined hypotheses.

Methodology
This study employs a qualitative research approach, specifically characterized as
fundamental-applied research. Moreover, this research is exploratory in nature and has
employed both library and field research methods for data collection. For library
research, tools such as note-taking and internet resources were used, while field research
employed semi-structured interviews and questionnaires. The study population consists
of political science and international relations experts, as well as professors and security
specialists from the Islamic Republic of Iran. The research sample was selected through
purposive and theoretical sampling methods. Sampling was conducted using purposive
and snowball techniques, continuing until data saturation was achieved (15 interviews).
Data analysis was performed using grounded theory methodology.

Discussion
This study employs components of political culture and national security to elucidate the
relationship between political culture development and national security in the Islamic
Republic of Iran. The national security components were extracted from the text of the
Second Step of the Revolution statement. Accordingly, the research first examines the
concept of political culture, then analyzes the concepts of security and national security
from both the Copenhagen School perspective and the Supreme Leader's viewpoint as
expressed in the Second Step statement. From the perspective of the Copenhagen School,
security is fundamentally an intersubjective concept, where various issues can be
incorporated into the security domain and become securitized. Accordingly, in the
Second Step statement, issues that were previously not considered within the security
domain have been securitized, such as environmental issues that have now entered the
security sphere. The Second Step statement presents security as a multidimensional
concept encompassing political, economic, military, socio-cultural, and environmental
dimensions. Consequently, the softer dimensions of security - including economy,
politics, culture, and environment - are emphasized in this statement. These dimensions
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can be directly influenced by the political attitudes and values of the people. Thus,
political culture can influence individuals' attitudes toward the political system, its
functions, and values, thereby affecting the country's national security. The research
findings demonstrate a direct correlation between the enhancement of political culture
and the national security of the Islamic Republic of Iran. This means that components of
political culture - such as an integrated society, civil rights, participation in decision-
making, political dialogue, and accountable governance - through the adoption of
strategies including enhanced political participation, strengthened civil society, a
resistance economy, and an Iranian-Islamic lifestyle, ultimately lead to the enhancement
of national security in the Islamic Republic of Iran based on the national security
components outlined in the Second Step statement.

Results and Findings
In the presented research model, political culture development was considered as the core
phenomenon. The causal conditions category includes cohesive society, civil rights,
participation in decision-making, political dialogue, and responsive governance. The
contextual condition of the research was soft war, while the intervening conditions were
national sovereignty and pluralistic society. Ultimately, the strategies of this research are
strengthening civil society, increasing political participation, resistance economy, and
Iranian-Islamic lifestyle. The consequences include enhanced national security, increased
soft power, strengthened national integration, and comprehensive development. The
study ultimately concludes that: expanded political participation, strengthened civil
society, economic reinforcement through the resistance economy model, Promotion of
Iranian-Islamic lifestyle, collectively lead to the development of the country's political
culture, which in turn enhances national security. In sum, the advancement and
development of political culture elevates national security according to the criteria
established in the Second Step of the Revolution statement.
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