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The topic of divine governance during the occultation period, especialy in
the last few decades, has attracted the attention of many Muslim scholars,
especialy Shiites, under various titles, including "Wilayat a-Faqih”. The
direct impact of this discussion on the fate of Islamic societies on the one
hand and the deep disagreement among scholars in various aspects of the
discussion on the other, have been the reasons for this matter. The present
study is the first step towards finding a Quranic perspective on this issue,
which focuses on the topic of "Imamat over society" in verses 65 to 72 of
Surah Al-Isra. In addition to proving the necessity of forming a divine
government during the occultation period, these verses can aso be
considered as a model for studying its characteristics. The method of
entering the discussion is to pay attention to the connection between the
verses of this context, especialy the connection between verses 70 and 71.
Accordingly, the continuity of Allah's agency over humans is realized
through individual imamate within the society, and through this way, Allah
safely guides the society through the turbulent scenes of the world and
raises it to high levels of grace. In the present study, the method of
structural analysis of the verses of the Quran has been used. For this
purpose, after examining the three parts of the context in question
separately, the verses have been examined by analyzing the aspects of
connection and relationship between these parts.
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Introduction

The discussion of divine governance during the occultation, from the principle of its
permissibility to its characteristics, is a matter of dispute anong Muslim scholars. This
research aims to analyze and examine one of the possible perspectives in the verses of the
Quran as a solid basis for proving this issue. From the Quranic words that can be related
to this issue, the word "Imam" is considered as the entry point for the discussion. An
examination of 12 uses of the derivatives of "Imam" and "Imams" in the Quran makes it
clear that verse 71 of Surah Al-Isra has the most similarity with the topic of divine
governance during the occultation. Researches related to this discussion can be divided
into two parts. "The necessity of forming divine governance in the Quran™ and "Quranic
analysis and proving "Wilayat a-Fagih"". By examining these studies, it will be clear that
the use of Quranic verses is mainly related to extracting a set of points and topics from
single verses, and apart from a few references, there is no sign of a coherent and
structural analysis.

M ethodology

This research has been made by using the approach of structural interpretation of the
Quran and the descriptive-anaytical method. In this approach, each of the surahs is
considered as a coherent whole with meaningful connections between its words, phrases
and verses. Accordingly, by identifying the target verses in the subject of this research
(verses 65 to 72 of Surah Al-lsra) and having a preliminary trandation of them, first the
internal parts of the context and the connection between these parts are examined, and
then the understanding of the small parts and topics related to each verse is examined.

Discussion

Before the context of verses 65 to 72, the discussion of the “honor” of Adam (AS) and
the request of Iblis for respite to deceive the descendants of Adam (AS) is raised. In
response, Allah limits Iblis’ attacks in four ways, does not give him “dominion” over the
servants, considers the “deputyship” of the Lord sufficient, and explains the actual
coming of His “Lordship” with the phrase “Your Lord is...” of verses 65 to 72. This
context consists of three interconnected parts; the first part: In verses 66 to 69, referring
to the movement of the ship on the sea as one of the divine "signs’, the agency of Allahis
emphasized as the common theme of the context. Then in the second part: verse 70
indicates four behaviors of Allah with the children of Adam, including honoring, carrying
on land and sea, providing pure sustenance, and giving preference to many creatures.
Finally, in the third part: a scene of the Resurrection is described about being called each
person with his Imam in verses 71 and 72. A coherent look at these parts indicates
several aspects of connection. The non-worldliness of the instance of "fadl" is proven
based on the connection of the first and second parts and the relationship of the semantic
atmosphere of "the movement of people through the Imam from Allah" in the world and
the Resurrection based on the connection of the first two parts with the third part.
According to the place of “delegation” in Surah Al-lsra’ as a core theme and the
references surrounding and within this context, this Imamate is in the position of
continuing Allah’s “delegation” and is mentioned as a “branch of Allah’s mercy” in
contrast to the Imamate of false Imams in the first 65 verses of the Surah. On the other
hand, the set of these verses refers to carrying out in a “group” or “social” manner in a
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turbulent and dangerous atmosphere that is related and connected to the conditions of the
world. Although meeting the collective needs in this journey is essentia, it is
fundamentally different from remaining still in the insecure conditions of the occultation
period and not paying attention to its movement and destination. This discussion provides
a Quranic basis for establishing divine governance during the occultation period.

Conclusion

In discussing the establishment of divine sovereignty during the occultation, one can
study the context of verses 65 to 72 of Surah Al-Isra and, by examining it as a coherent
and unified body, reach the following conclusions:

1. The discussion of Imamate in this context is mentioned in line with the issue of
"Allah's agency."

2. By finding and valuing the "Imam towards grace", humans will be protected from
Satan. In this space, Allah's behavior with society is described as "carrying people
on a ship® and cam and turbulent scenes are described as "land and sea”
respectively.

3. This Imamate was towards future conditions and "honoring the children of Adam"
isin line with the "carrying" and the non-stationarity of society.

4. During the occultation of the Imam of the Time (g)), it is necessary that an Imam
subordinated to that Imam be (focused on and) mentioned in the Shiite
community.

5. The discussion atmosphere is related to the time of the resurrection, when each
community will be called with its Imam.
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