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Introduction

On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched Operation Al-Agsa Storm against Israel. This
operation was significant in several ways. First, it was the group’s first offensive
operation against Israel and took Israeli soldiers by surprise. Second, Hamas was able
to capture about 250 Israelis and injure 1,139. Third, its consequences changed the
geopolitics of the Middle East and led to the first military confrontation between Iran
and Israel. In response to this incident, Israel launched Operation Iron Swords. The
regime first launched airstrikes and bombardment of residential areas, and then, on
October 9, launched the “Massive Ground Invasion of Gaza.” These attacks resulted
in the deaths of about 48,000 civilians and the injury of about 111,000. Israel's plan
to completely destroy Gaza and to abandon all moral, legal, humanitarian, etc.
restrictions caused public opinion in the world to react strongly to these actions. In a
way, South Africa put legal action on the agenda regarding the war crimes of the
Israeli Prime Minister and Minister of Defense in the International Criminal Court,
and through legal proceedings of this country, a verdict was issued condemning them.
Also, the destruction of Gaza's basic infrastructure and its transformation into an
uninhabitable city caused a wave of anger against Israel throughout the world, even
in universities in Europe and the United States. Along with Europe and the United
States, one of the places that was expected to show the strongest reactions was the
Arab world. This expectation arose from the fact that for about half a century this
region had experienced one of the strongest nationalist movements, especially against
Israel. However, what was observed in practice was that the Arab nations, like their
governments, did not take a very active position and were unable to prevent their
leaders from making a compromise with Israel and force them to provide serious
support and military-economic assistance to Hamas. This research attempts to
analyze the reasons for this behavior and the decline of nationalism in the Arab world
from a historical perspective. The researchers tried to explain and analyze the two
main variables of the research, i.e. the reasons for the emergence and success of the
Taliban and the consequences of their rule for the interests of the Islamic Republic of
Iran.
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Research Methodology

Since the article seeks to explain the historical trend of the decline of Arab nationalism,
it has used a descriptive-analytical method. The article's data has been collected from
library and internet sources.

Results & Discussion

The aim of the present study is to examine the trend of the decline of Arab nationalism
with a look at the Gaza War and its consequences with a historical approach. The
research findings show that although the decline of Arab nationalism has historical
roots, the recent positions of Arab countries, including the Gulf Cooperation Council,
Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Qatar, and Jordan regarding the Gaza War, have played a
significant role in the decline of Arab nationalism. With their policies, these countries
have sometimes fueled further divisions among Arabs instead of strengthening Arab
unity. This has caused the feeling of Arab nationalism to gradually weaken and
dissatisfaction among the people to increase. Political and social analyses show that
Arab nationalism, as a unifying force, is no longer able to meet the needs of Arab
society, and for this reason, individuals have become more inclined to their local and
ethnic identities.

In general, authoritarian regimes in the Middle East are often faced with a crisis of
legitimacy and see any popular activism and citizen mobilization as a potential threat.
Most Arab governments want to control such movements and prevent them from
challenging their sovereignty. Marina Calioli, a researcher at Columbia University,
says: “Most Arab governments are sensitive to popular protests. They fear that opening
up public space and allowing protests in support of the Palestinians may lead to protests
against the government and its policies in other areas” (Cafiero, 2024). Any kind of
popular mobilization that brings people together, whether online or in the streets, is a
serious threat to these authoritarian regimes. Arab governments today do not welcome
Palestinian nationalism because it is a source of popular mobilization against them.
They prefer that people spend their time, money, and thoughts on entertainment and
recreation. But everything related to political power, public policies, and the distribution
of economic benefits remains under the control of the state. As a result, some scholars
argue that even if Arab nationalism is not dead, it has lost its power (Khalidi, 1991: 1).
What we now see in the practical policy of Arab countries towards Palestine is more
personal and national self-interest than pursuing the national interests of the
Palestinians; and this has also caused the Palestinian crisis to continue (Bagheri
Dolatabadi & Fakhraei, 2018: 1-22).

Conclusions & Suggestions

The results of the article indicate that the Gaza War (2023-2024) has become a turning
point in the history of political developments in the Middle East. This war clearly
showed that what was once the driving force of developments in the Middle East under
the name of Arab nationalism is nearing its end and that the Arab world will no longer
witness unity and solidarity against Israel. Instead of supporting Palestine, Arab leaders
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in the region have taken the path of de-escalation with Israel and, in order to maintain
US security-political support, are avoiding any strong political stance against Israel. It
seems that the following factors have been effective in the decline of Arab nationalism
towards Palestine:

1. Political changes in the Arab world: Many Arab countries have faced serious
domestic and political challenges in recent years, and these issues have affected the
priority of anti-Israeli struggles. Unlike their predecessors, the Arab rulers of the region
are not very popular among the people and are very fearful about the future of their rule.
This concern has made them more dependent on their Western allies than ever before.
Therefore, in order to maintain their country's power and political stability, they refuse
to make any direct criticism of the West and its policies towards Palestine.

2. Normalization of relations with Israel: Countries such as the United Arab Emirates
and Bahrain have normalized their relations with Israel in recent years, which has led
to a decrease in nationalist sentiments and support for Palestine at the public level. The
leaders of these countries strictly control public opinion and prevent the formation of
any new political protest movement. A clear example of this can be found in Bahrain.
Although Bahraini citizens continue to follow the developments in Palestine, the
country's closed political structure has deprived them of the power to act.

3. Lack of a single leadership: Arab nationalism had charismatic leaders in the past,
such as Gamal Abdel Nasser. But now no Arab leader is willing to accept this role.
Although Saudi Arabia calls itself the political leader of the Arabs, it has no interest in
assuming this role.

4. Economic and social issues and changing priorities: The economic and social crises
in many Arab countries, such as Lebanon and Syria, have caused people to focus more
on their domestic problems than on foreign issues. They feel that their country’s
domestic and economic issues are more important. As a result, they are less willing to
participate in anti-Israel protests. It seems that new generations in Arab countries have
different views on Palestinian issues and relations with Israel due to differences in
experiences and education compared to previous generations.

5. Internal divisions and loss of former solidarity: Political and religious tensions
between Arab countries and various groups, especially between Saudi Arabia and Qatar,
have weakened the solidarity of Arab nations against Israel. In recent years, the
competition between Qatar, the UAE and Saudi Arabia to influence developments in
the Arab world has increased, and sometimes the conflict of interests between them has
hit the Arab world. Libya is a prominent example of these competitions and deep
political and strategic differences.
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6. Social media and narratives: With the advent of social media, narratives have quickly
shifted to different topics. Ideological and political debates are no longer the primary
concern of Arab citizens, as they used to be. Western media also try to convey that
political protests have little effect and cannot change the situation in Palestine. The bitter
experience of past defeats on the one hand and the exaggeration of Israel’s victories in
wars on the other have not been without their influence on this feeling of hopelessness
and indifference.

7. Change in global approaches: The increase in international support for Israel,
especially from major countries and international institutions, has not been without its
influence on the feeling of indifference and indifference to Arab efforts and protests.
Some citizens may feel that the world is leaning more towards Israel, which has made
Arab nations feel more weak overall.
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