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The sense of location is one of the significant and effective meanings in the
relationship between humans and the environment that has piqued the interest of
designers. This method, which is a burgeoning sentiment among individuals who
share common objectives, suggests that individuals are interested in and attached to
the location. Spaces that possess these qualities are imprinted in the individual's
consciousness, which in turn encourages the individual to return to these locations. A
relatively novel approach to the management of public spaces in the city that seeks
lively places is the instillation of a sense of belonging in citizens' habitats. As a
result, this investigation investigates the variables that influence the perception of
place within the historical context of one of Maragheh's historically significant
communities. This research falls under the category of applied-developmental studies
and was conducted using a descriptive-analytical method, which involved the use of
library resources and field studies. A questionnaire was distributed to 319 residents
of the neighborhood in accordance with the Cochran formula, and the necessary data
were collected and analyzed using SPSS software. The data was analyzed using a
one-sample t-test, stepwise regression, and one-way analysis of variance with
repeated measures. The findings indicated that the average of the sense of place
indices, which included affiliation and collective memory (3.76), convenience and
access (3.46), identity and legibility (3.29), and security (4.08), was at a satisfactory
level. The identity and legibility index had the lowest average, while the security
index had the highest. Additionally, the security index, which had a beta coefficient
of 462, had the most significant effect on the sense of location in the regression
analysis. In general, the results suggest that the sense of place in the Molla Mahmoud
neighborhood is in a desirable state and underscore the significance of preserving
and enhancing the cultural, historical, and social components of the older urban
landscapes.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The concept of "sense of place™ refers to an emotional bond and internal connection between humans
and the environment. It is a perception of the surrounding environment that contributes to the overall
emotional response of an individual to a particular location and, in the eyes of urban planners and
geographers, is conducive to the sustainability of the residential environment. Over time, individuals
develop a close relationship with their place of habitation and subsequently regard themselves as a part
of it as a result of the establishment of a sense of belonging. Two factors contribute to the formation of
this identity: the physical and visual elements of the environment, such as prominent elements that
differentiate one location from others, and a collection of perceptual factors, including the individual's
memories, emotions, and experiences associated with the location. The objective of this investigation is
to investigate the sense of belonging to a place and the factors that influence it in the Molla Mahmoud
Maragheh neighborhood in greater detail. Maragheh, a settlement with an urban population of 175,600
individuals, is situated in East Azerbaijan Province and is one of Iran's most historic cities. This city's
cultural and historical identity is influenced by its ancient and valuable textures. The urban fabric of
Maragheh is comprised of approximately 800 hectares of historical and dilapidated structures. These
structures include the city's central fabric, narrow alleys, and ancient houses with unique architecture.

Theoretical Framework

In a significant amount of the literature on place, the concept of place frequently underscores the
emotional attachment or sense of belonging to a location. In reality, the sense of attachment and
belonging to a location is a more profound aspect of the sense of place. This sense establishes a
connection between the individual and the location, resulting in the individual's perception of being an
integral part of the location. Belonging to a place is primarily defined by the sense of being unique and
distinctive, remaining consistent and stable, and being a member of the group. This sense of belonging
is essential for the continuation and benefit of an individual's presence in a particular location.

Methodology

In terms of its research type and method, the current study is descriptive-analytical. Library and survey
(questionnaire) are the methods of data collection. To determine the dimensions and components of the
sense of place approach, we classified previous studies in this field and extracted existing indicators.
Subsequently, we developed a closed questionnaire that utilized a five-point Likert scale (very low, low,
medium, high, very high) to assess security, emotional attachments and collective memories,
accessibility and comfort, and identity and legibility of spaces. Furthermore, each component was
assigned numerous products. 319 residents of the Molla Mahmoud neighborhood submitted the
guestionnaires.

The validity of the questionnaire-based research was assessed by university professors and
subsequently approved after the identified issues and deficiencies were rectified. The Cronbach's alpha
test was conducted in the SPSS environment to determine the questionnaire's reliability, which was
determined to be 83/1. The internal consistency of the queries is closely correlated with the Cronbach's
alpha coefficient, which is theoretically between 0 and 1. Cronbach's alpha is typically considered
adequate when it falls within the range of 0.6 to 0.7, and a value greater than 0.7 is considered
satisfactory and suggests high reliability. Consequently, the data collection tool's high and desirable
reliability is demonstrated by the Cronbach’s alpha obtained in the present study.

Findings

The mean value of the sense of place belonging with a one-sample t-test for affiliation and collective
memories is 3.76, comfort and access is 3.46, identity and legibility is 3.29, and security is 4.08. The
values for all dimensions tend to be favorable in nature. In general, the results of the one-sample t-test
indicate that the Mulla Mahmoud neighborhood of Maragheh city has a positive sense of place
belonging in all four dimensions. This favorable state may suggest the necessity of ongoing attention
and care in the preservation and reinforcement of the cultural, historical, and social components of older
textures, which are instrumental in the preservation of local identity and the enhancement of the quality
of life for residents. The four primary indicators of the evaluation of the sense of place belonging of the
Mulla Mahmoud neighborhood were compared in the subsequent step using one-way variance with
repeated measures. The findings indicate that the mean indices of the sense of place belonging in the
area under investigation exhibit a substantial disparity.
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Conclusion and Discussion
Overall, the findings indicate a favorable state of sense of place in this Molla Mahmoud neighborhood

and emphasize the importance of preserving and strengthening cultural, historical, and social elements
in the old urban contexts.
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