The Doctrine of Private Low in Islamic Countries

https://diplic.qom.ac

EISSN:6365-3060

Analysis of the Saudi Arabian law system based on Talcott Parsons’
structural functionalism theory

mohammad talebitadi =R+ 1

1. Assistant Professor, Faculty of Jurisprudence and Law, Bagir-ul-Ulum University, A.S. Qom, Iran, Email:
talebi@bou.ac.ir

Abstract

This study, adopting a systematic and holistic approach, views the Saudi legal system not as a
set of discrete laws but as a dynamic subsystem within a larger social system. The main
objective is to assess how legal and administrative structures in the country perform the four
critical functions of the AGIL model (adaptation, goal attainment, integration, and pattern
maintenance) in order to maintain order and stability in the system. Rather than providing a
simple alignment, this analysis seeks to show how legal institutions such as the granted
constitution, human rights and decency boards, and bureaucratic structures perform a dual
function: on the one hand, they ostensibly function to modernize and adapt to the global
environment, and on the other, they fundamentally serve to consolidate the centralized power
of the monarchy and its religious justification. The research method of this article is a qualitative
content analysis based on secondary data from laws, official documents, and academic sources.
Using Parsons' key concepts such as differentiation, adaptive improvement, and normative
coherence, this research aims to explain the complexities of the functioning of the legal system
in a monarchical-religious society and show how this system maintains social order not through
general consensus, but through top-down control and the reproduction of value patterns.
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