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Abstract

Crime and deviance are perennial problems for human societies, where fluctuations in
the crime rate are heavily influenced by the moral state of the community. In this context,
Elites (Khawass)—meaning those individuals who hold social standing for any reason—
constitute the most influential social group and play a prominent role in either increasing
or decreasing the crime rate. This article aims to explore this vital issue using a descriptive-
analytical method, grounded in the thoughts of Imam Ali (AS), with the goal of benefiting
from his profound teachings.

The research findings indicate that, from Imam Ali’s perspective, the Elites contribute to
the emergence of crime through illicit behavior, the promotion and de-sensitization of
deviations, the lack of sound communicative (propagandistic) methods, and negligence in
fulfilling their responsibilities. Conversely, they contribute to the prevention of crime by
pioneering the implementation of religious teachings, striving to eliminate the roots of
crime such as ignorance and poverty, and carrying out Amr bi al-Ma’ruf (enjoining good)
and Nahy ‘an al-Munkar (forbidding wrong).

Keywords: Imam Ali (AS), Crime, Elites (Khawass), Masses (Awwam), Emergence,
Prevention.
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