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Abstract

According to Article 156 of the Islamic Penal Code, defending one’s “honor and chastity”
(ard and namus) is considered “legitimate” under specific conditions and is counted among
the grounds for excluding criminal responsibility. A review of the works of criminal law
scholars indicates differing interpretations regarding the essence of “ard and namus” and
the concept of aggression against them. The mission of this research is to critically analyze
the prevailing interpretations and to discover the reasons behind these differences. By
utilizing library resources and a descriptive-analytical method, the authors have studied
the legislative history and debates, as well as the jurisprudential foundations of the subject.
Ultimately, they have presented proposals for amending the relevant legal article.
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