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Extended Abstract

This study presents a narrative analysis of the
story of Maryam (Mary) in the Quran,
employing the theoretical framework of Jaap
Lintvelt's narratology and engaging with the
exegetical insights of Sayyid Muhammad
Husayn Tabataba’1 from his seminal work, Al-
Mizan. The primary objective is to elucidate
the narrative structure of Maryam's story,
delineate the types of narrative modes utilized,
and demonstrate how such a narratological
analysis can reinforce and complement
traditional  interpretive  hypotheses,  as
exemplified in Tabataba’’'s commentary. The
rescarch  adopts a  descriptive-analytical
methodology, treating the Quran as a cohesive
macro-narrative despite the story's dispersion
across different chapters, primarily Surah Al
‘Imran and Surah Maryam.

The analysis reveals that the dominant
narrative mode in the Quranic account of

Maryam is heterodiegetic, featuring an
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omniscient narrator who exists outside the story's world of characters and events. This
narrator, positioned in a transcendent realm, possesses comprehensive knowledge of both
external actions and internal states of the characters. However, the narrative is not
monolithic; it exhibits a dynamic and integrated approach. The narrator fluidly shifts the
focalization between what Lintvelt terms the "auctorial narrative type," where the reader's
focus is guided by the narrator's overarching perspective, and the "actorial narrative type,"
where the center of orientation temporarily rests upon a specific character, primarily
Maryam herself. This is particularly evident in dialogue-heavy scenes, such as the
annunciation to Maryam and the infant Jesus speaking from the cradle, allowing readers to
experience events through the characters' perspectives while maintaining the narrator's
ultimate authority.

A central feature of the narrative is the dialectical relationship between the omniscient
narrator and the story's actants. The narrator actively guides the reception of the narrative,
managing the reader's focus and conveying intended meanings, while characters like
Maryam are portrayed as dynamic and influential agents whose actions and choices are
crucial to the plot's progression. This interaction underscores a synthesis between human
agency and divine guidance. The narrative pattern follows a complete structural model,
moving from an initial equilibrium to its disruption by a destructive force, followed by a
phase of conflict and struggle, and ultimately resolved by an organizing, divine force that
restores a new, elevated equilibrium. Key climaxes include Maryam's virginal conception
and the miraculous speech of Jesus in his cradle, which serve to resolve critical conflicts
and affirm divine power.

Despite the story's distribution across multiple surahs, the study argues for its inherent
narrative coherence. When the scattered segments are assembled, they form a linear,
causally connected macro-structure. The singular, omniscient narrator is the key agent in
creating this cohesion, orchestrating the various episodes into a unified whole with a clear
beginning, middle, and end, all serving the Quran's overarching theological and didactic
objectives.

The analysis of specific narrative elements—such as time, dialogue, point of view,
characterization, and dramatic conflict—further enriches the understanding of the story.
The strategic use of time, including analepsis (flashback) and variations in narrative pace,
along with shifting points of view during key dialogues and internal monologues, deepens

the dramatic impact and character portrayal. Maryam is characterized through her actions,
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reactions, and struggles—both internal and external—as a model of faith, purity, and
steadfastness.

Crucially, the findings of this narratological investigation are placed in dialogue with the
exegetical positions of Tabataba’i in Al-Mizan. The study demonstrates a significant
convergence between the two approaches. For instance, the narratological identification of
the guiding, external omniscient narrator aligns with Tabataba’i's emphasis on God's
preemptive knowledge and overseeing role in the narrative. The analysis of the plot's
pattern, identifying disruptive forces and divine resolutions, corroborates his
interpretations concerning God's management of crises and support for righteous
believers. Furthermore, the narrative's portrayal of Maryam's character, emphasizing her
piety and God-given status (istifa’), reinforces Tabataba1's theological argument for her
‘ismah (infallibility/protection from sin).

It is important to note that the author's analysis proceeds from within the framework of
Islamic theology, accepting its foundational tenets regarding the nature of the Quranic
text and divine intervention. The study concludes that Lintvelt's narratological theory
provides a robust and effective analytical tool for examining the sophisticated narrative
structures of the Quran. When applied to the story of Maryam, it not only reveals its
artistic coherence but also acts as a complementary methodology to traditional exegesis,
validating and deepening interpretive insights found in works like Al-Mizan. This
interdisciplinary interaction enriches the contemporary understanding of the Quranic
narrative, making its ethical and spiritual messages more accessible while highlighting the
text's enduring literary power.

Keywords: Quranic Narratology, Narrative Structure Analysis, Omniscient Narrator,
Narrative Typology, Narrative Explication, Structuralist Exegesis, Narrative-Exegesis
Interaction.
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1. Type narrative auctorielle.
2. Type narrative actoriel.

3. perspectivism.


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir VY Bl ol 8555 it dl Y G\ 85leds (g e ARY: 4ol yragp L] var

S me 2l 65 4 Cad (65 e Codgdous b (b 45 A e edaline 5l Jlae 51 1) Slials gl S
S5y Somazeds (Gl lils (6133 )3 camlio plis 5o VYO Gl b do ¢ puls 5 (Gdhanes) Coul ol o2
Sy [ularsdS Cunl 136 (g5ly 5 Sl Ol SalS (ool gﬁ);uiéswp(oxSQDJ L:J.a)
(‘\Q c‘;ww 0}(&./[3}.3‘5/4][«) cC,JjCﬂ\?S) ..«\ASC/..:.UJ‘} J..So.)uj o)ngJ_C,\..w\ 4;'3; 4.1...&[.9 QT)‘ dj“s‘
ol s gb s Solsy ,JN 3 SBLE el shpp 0SRS5S b s Sl et S Slo w
2B 3D (s e 5 Ske b S0) S e el |y e CIph 5 e S Sl S5l
(\c c((...&b)
s yaeam plials Gl 53 (6 S RS Gleea ol ‘QL.‘V.A g5 0 el iy (5ol > s SS
ool sl 13 a8l Jases 53 55 55 cpl 5 el SIS gliuls S ESTL ), Ol g5 3 Syldl-
&\j) ‘S\J; dy\?-j fJ..IS@ S 9doen QL.uV.AL» 3.aj§ B b ngb Ld e 9 &bﬁg—w ‘o\.<3\.>.- BE) ij
mﬁwg\,o@usty)ﬁw\;%M O35 4 bl L5 e JS SUls oy of 53 a8, e
P L;l?l}u“ &)\J:\ cMrUa.: 6)@ uﬁ)b: U'i‘ ‘U'.’.‘J"L" (\ '\ cww 4{;(&44’).3 d/‘L/LwJ cdjﬁmcj)
B e 53 Lms 5 03 o Sl Wal) i3S @ (5,5 Tuls) (S8 65815 L b dms e 1B itte L]
A

(e 15 lials ju 4 A5 Coay S 1 Jagi o Euanlao (Y-

9 G333 Gl el s wa)ﬂ-’ﬁ S IF A5l pwdds (e p Oyde ouwliilulsy glaa o Gokss
2 kST s Cilanie ganaib pls 5ol s 4 Sl &k Col gl Conle bl
b pomie IS G 53 ol S5 (555 5 (alos sboasls o el gt (slaslome 5l (538, 513 L ey ks
M rKJb 0% 94 ;}:’J U'l‘ AYYA cww‘b}f %—'@ Pr ‘;/tdL«y cdjw) .DJL.AUA (..A‘JB
U155 4l 15 l LSl clod oSy o) g i 53 0l sl a7 0 lials ile _plagbals
“WM@‘S%—f@ﬂﬁ@\jgzg &@Bﬂ‘ebdzjj-’)‘-’bb%éﬂ-wﬁﬁﬁb)&l’ﬁ
Sl 0315 513 5 95 Cownlio 6@&@ oy obuls Calises (gla s

s 1] ‘)“f.w‘ Q;Lﬁ‘ PP A axjUas pr,{‘ P <w)('~,{j° L)L:""’b @‘J)—LSJL“"L“’ J?l"J L)':ﬁ)


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir OV Ot sl 8555 it dl ) o\ 8)leds (g el ARY: 4ol yragp [ At

e S ol oo 5 (5 b ol cngn) plials 3l S5 a oS- gy 85 olulis
Cola (SKs8or 5 SS 5 sh M ol s 9 0305 15 OLRES Olex 5l g oS S S0
bl Sl ol glacaniy glalid foli gliads 1o 6 SN (53815 oy 5 el (Sl Loess Sl
sl ity ) Sl (955 ploensd] S 5 Slepony Do 45 dmilelis 5 0diSy 55 Slag 5 s

A 3 4z ,bSS sy Ggpp o 5 ObeedT laossur (”)p-if sl 4 Loy 1o SUT sy ol 5
5B rzmen 355 g0 0315 Gl asgemes (il Sdsd 4 a8 lials) laadlpe 5 558 e 43S
i o dn (§ s TG S5 S 53 5 Slilge 3 o Lials) slaanl — o e 5 S5 leel
58 o A Ol 53 UL

G 55 31 gl Gl Sl el Olides b Cpoid &5 5l esliial S ) (568 dndllas
Sash dan 3 peplls 5 3385 ko (510 13 S50 cn) 6 szl SOT e il o el ol
& — 2l sl 5 b oS SRS 5 (sl B bl (alyy wlisis S Jali g e gl
b s (65850 5 gl 3 |y i3- bl Julos ol 31 Jool (slaaily ST 5ges 5 55 34000 IS
A oo 0l Iladl 33 AP i does donn (6 o £

Sl ol b o8 Sl Ll s (6l S 35605 e b e T8 oy dalllas
LS Gl oS el - LlaCals) glaanl amilael gl (lsS eS5h andlas cpl 5 pds 0 Dpsee
ol 53 ok (o3 slaag s SU1s 0ls OLaS 35 5 (ST 3 Calas cpl 3l SGees cod a5 Olen bils)
$4Sam oS das olis Wlg oo Glasllas o 55 G593 Ol 4 Sl 0l b (6 s S s U
.Mtﬁb@;gp}\ur@jx\j@;»md;\&bé
(as po oylils 4o Culgy &ilelidias g€ Jalal .Y

2l ) L JUsl (S8 5 e oley sy @ulSly oGl (dos (sl aleay mlidls,
Sore 2 ST L 555 ccblbin 5 S8 (sly Bam la i pols I3 jymee b Sdscad 4 a8 53l o
Wbl 2l saasS Jdos sl epllss gl GRAS Bl b Saly) oler Slueal b Sl
Lol & o S O 55 e lals 58 Ol ) Gk b e 31 il 53 0581 e s
W15y el Coloy ol 5 S S s L;jbgLfLSSJL*é-LmeSJQL:Mb): ay Sa ‘;53"‘52 shaa S


http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir/

http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir VY Bl ol 8555 it dl Y G\ 85leds (g e ARY: 4ol phagp [ vAo

Oy 5o a8 ,lSds Culgy sladigS (V=¥

Olez Slopal b Sloes Ol " Cals) gl et 53 slms ol Spoad &k 4L
25 018 53 s o by (53815 (YT Gl Low oo o puilis 5 (Sikamen) Sl S 58 0ler b Sl
DS 8y 3 s 5 Sl A 534S Cd (S B plals cpl ol g5l 45 S e ST
Sl 53355 (6oly aS L s 1] ‘Q\wv}:\': g5 S Calay ol dbens £55 550000 5505 13 acwases
Ly 5 Jhw Glosed 4 glials al Salys o a&: S3h Jplly (mglen) 58 i b plisls o) 5 28
Sl Lalgns 5 e oy 53 Salsy (8 SLadsS ) olnls Slenyy pa sliadl 5 L 5 @S Jas
NG PYSP VR VR P ¥

33,5 0 B sl 25 el (55l S IS Tl 655 55 s S 55 Sy S0l
23 p e Ogesey Olmls Olgz 3 @ 1y sl ST (gilu 28 Garen 45 Sl (g3l pl Il
0 Wiged Sl oyl dbll dalasd gy OV 5 6 alb gla S ) (,.:«\ obals o Ll L;AL«S
oo 31 OB L a8 ol IS bl (sl nl (FV=Y0 [olaedD) 5 A5 <w>ﬁf ol Ld by e ST
G 3148 1y ey o 5 3513 ST (e 81l s Al 5 506y o (25 Ly ZEN NI 5) Lol
S e Calsy bbb (sl 1y O 5 Lils oo dalnased dod 3l Sy cday o U5

3 Zaley JB She hd S 55 5o ol OF 3 8 s SRS alyy 55 dals oS Llie o
O o3 5 oo dgm s 3 ol @lse ol 55 03 0ly gl e e plials ol SRS (S 4 sl
23l ool sl b g3 LS oo bl b il oo 5l 4 15 4 0T L 0l 53550 Sy ol o
530 e S sy CFVYY [l aedD) i o b 0883 (5850 il ¢ g S50 S (slaaioms
5y sl Ll (ol IS Qs Sl s Sy S an ST ST 1S e adaliie (FYY o 50) 0))54S
305 555 93 0w b ol ) 058 e Shete IS AS ol 55« Dledb] 5 Slwlua| Jas)

S 3 3 30300 LSB sl 03 BU 5 (6 SCalhn J1E (o g 31 OIS Pl oy I3 > S 8S

OL’T gé:’jJJ &Lﬁg}-giui-fj LAC,.:.&Q L: b g,..]abm 9 J..:.;;»L.;A &.:Sbo\p L5‘°j‘\->,' 9 G OL:.AN‘) L <J.<:“.>
J)LAL;A obv.h

1. La narration hétérodiégétique.
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