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Extended Abstract

Abu'l-Qasim Al-Qushayri (d. 465 AH), in
his commentary Lata’if al-Isharat, adopted an
innovative approach to the Basmala of each
surah, providing unique explanations for each.
While these explanations often share a common
exhibit
differences at the lexical level. This methodology is

underlying  theme, they

significant

distinct from other commentaries and given its
early date, is considered pioneering. This study,
employing a descriptive-analytical method,
focuses on Al-Qushayri's explanations under
the Basmala to discern his objectives in
selecting these specific topics for inclusion in
his interpretation of this verse.

To this end, two hypotheses can be
evaluated: first, that Al-Qushayri's explanations
are related to the openings and closings
(Fawatih and Khawatim) of the same surah;
and second, that these interpretations are
connected to the central theme of the surah.
An examination of Al-Qushayri's interpretation

of 113 instances of the Basmala in the present
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study reveals that in both hypotheses, the most frequent type of relationship between the
exegete's explanations and the surah is one of correspondence, though in numerous cases,
it is one of divergence. In other words, in many instances, Al-Qushayri's explanations are
of the nature of subjective insights that bear no relation to the surah's central theme.

Our study demonstrates that Al-Qushayri's discussions under the Basmala can be
categorized into three main themes: Firstly, he considers the interpretation of the Basmala
in each surah as an opportunity to elucidate the Divine Names and Attributes and to
engage in their esoteric interpretation (ta'wil) and mystical unveiling. All his
explanations—such as those clarifying names like Allah, al-Rahman, and al-Rahim, his
esoteric interpretations of the Divine Names, or his commentary on the letters
constituting the verse of Tasmiyah—fall under this overarching category.

Secondly, he regards the interpretation of the Basmala as a chance to expand the
spiritual experiences of his readers. He strives to create these experiences through
expressions of praise and eulogy for the Divine, intimate prayers, allusions to the majesty
of hearing the name Allah, or by describing the spiritual graces (karamat) associated with
reciting the Tasmiyah verse. The reason for this is that he elevates the Basmala to the
most important invocation and litany that can enable a mystic or Sufi to attain the higher
stages of the spiritual path (suluk).

Thirdly, he occasionally presents scattered admonitions (mawa‘iz), such as reminders of
the possibility of attaining happiness through obedience, or allusions to the characteristics
of the believers and the mystics. QushayrT’s interpretations reveal that his intellectual
framework is dominated by zabshir (encouragement) and raja’ (hope), in contrast with a
fear-centered approach. In other words, he emphasizes God’s vast mercy and directs his
audience’s attention to Divine compassion and forgiveness, even toward sinners and
wrongdoers. Nevertheless, the present study, considering Al-Qushayri's methodology,
defends the hypothesis that he regarded each Basmala as specific to its respective surah. In
Al-Qushayri’s approach, both his adherence to the Shafii madhhab and his Sufi
inclination were influential.

Keywords: Basmala, Verse of Tasmiya, Exegesis, Esoteric Interpretation, Lata’if al-
Isharat, Abuw’l-Qasim al-Qushayri.
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