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Extended Abstract

The role of reason in interpreting the
Qur’an constitutes a fundamental and perennial
subject within Islamic hermeneutics. In light of
contemporary  interpretive  challenges, a
systematic re-examination of this role is
necessary. This study identifies a central
problem in modern Qur’anic hermeneutics: the
need for a methodological model that leverages
the capacities of reason while simultaneously
avoiding arbitrary interpretation (al-tafsir bi al-
ray) and  subjective idealism, thereby
integrating reason (aql) effectively with
transmitted  sources (nagl) and spiritual
intuition (kashy).

To address this theoretical gap, the present
study undertakes a comparative analysis of the
hermeneutic  systems of two prominent

contemporary Shi7 exegetes: ‘Abd-Allah Javadi
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Amoli, whose commentary Tasnim exemplifies a philosophical-theological approach, and
Nusrat Amin, whose work Makhzan al-Trfan represents a gnostic (%rfani) tradition. The
core hypothesis is that each scholar, operating within the framework of ShiT theological
principles, highlights distinct facets of intellectual function—Javadi Amoli champions a
demonstrative reason (al-‘aql al-burbani) framed by authoritative transmission, while
Amin advocates for an ontological, intuitive intellect (al-‘aql al-nari) as a guide to the
Qur’an's esoteric dimensions.

Employing a qualitative content analysis within a comparative-analytical framework, this
study constructs a three-tiered hermeneutic model—demonstrative (burbani), transmitted
(naqli), and mystical (%rfani). This model is conceptually inspired by the gradations of
knowledge in Transcendent Philosophy (al-Hikmat al-Muta‘aliyab). Its proposed structure
ensures a disciplined interaction: the demonstrative tier establishes a rigorous logical and
linguistic framework based on Arabic philology and philosophical principles; the
transmitted tier validates these findings against authoritative narratives (riwayat) from the
Prophet and the Shi‘a Imams, serving as an ultimate criterion for authenticity; and the
mystical tier, governed by the controls of the former two, facilitates a regulated
engagement with the esoteric depths (butin) of the Qur’an, thereby preventing a descent
into mere personal taste.

The model's practical utility is tested through a detailed exegesis of pivotal verses from
Sarat Al Tmran (Q 3:7 and Q 3:190-191). In analyzing verse 3:7, concerning the definitive
(mubkam) and the ambiguous (mutashabib), Javadi Amoli's method rigorously employs
philosophical reasoning and linguistic analysis to posit the Qurian's inherent coherence,
strictly limiting the comprehension of ultimate esoteric meaning (ta’wil) to the Infallibles.
Within his system, transmitted sources function as a definitive control mechanism for
reason. Conversely, Amin, while maintaining fidelity to the transmitted framework,
conceptualizes reason as a divine light which, when purified through spiritual practice
(sulitk), becomes a vehicle for accessing the Qur’an's inner meanings, thereby granting a
broader, though still disciplined, scope for intuitive understanding to the non-infallible
seeker.

A parallel divergence is evident in their interpretations of verses 3:190-191. Javadi
Amoli utilizes sophisticated philosophical arguments, including the impossibility of
infinite regress (zasalsul) and the theory of substantial motion (al-parakat al-jawhariyyah),

to rationally prove God's unity (tawhid) from the phenomena of creation. His exegesis
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remains firmly anchored within a demonstrative and transmitted (nagqli or riwayi)
structure. Amin, while also adducing rational arguments from the unity of creation, places
greater emphasis on the believer's spiritual journey. She delineates ascending stages of
remembrance (dhikr)—linguistic, cardiac, and spiritual—and stages of existential
unification (fana’ fi al-tawpid), positing a synergistic relationship where reason,
transmission, and intuition collectively guide the believer toward a direct, intuitive
knowledge (ma‘rifab) of the Divine.

The comparative analysis conclusively demonstrates that Javadi Amoli's hermeneutic
system 1is grounded in the demonstrative level, where transmitted sources act as the final
arbiter and the mystical level is cautiously circumscribed. This approach constructs a
robust defense against subjective interpretation but may consequently limit the operational
role of intuition for the non-infallible. In contrast, Nusrat Amin's system originates from
the mystical-intuitive level, where demonstrative reason and transmitted sources primarily
serve as foundational supports and validators. This offers a more expansive horizon for
spiritual comprehension but inherently carries a greater risk of lapsing into subjective
idealism if the stringent disciplinary controls of the proposed model are not meticulously
applied. The study concludes that the proposed three-tiered model offers a viable,
balanced framework for contemporary Qur'anic hermeneutics, capable of integrating the
strengths of both approaches while mitigating their respective limitations.

Keywords: Banu-ye Esfahani, Interpretation Methodology, Rationality, Quranic
Hermeneutics (Ta’wil), Shi‘a Exegesis, Religious Hermeneutics, Comparative Exegesis.
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31 Gadamer, Hans-Georg, Truth and Method, New York, Continuum, 1975.
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