Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis, vol. 11, 6 (1): summer 2025.

Context as an Interpretive Method:

A Study of Sabzawari's Mawahib al-Rabman

Hosain Norouzi

PhD student in Qur’an and Hadith Sciences, Department of Islamic Theology,

Go. C., Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran
(Email: 629659986@iau.ac.ir).

Seyed Reza Mosavi

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Theology, Go. C.,
Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran (corresponding author: r3131393@iau.ac.ir).

Mohammad Ali Khaledian

Assistant Professor, Department of Persian Language and Literature,
Go. C., Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran (Email: MA Khaledian@iau.ac.ir).

Mehdi Afchengi

Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic Theology, Go. C.,
Islamic Azad University, Gorgan, Iran (Email: mehdiafchengi@iau.ac.ir).

N1
Original Research

Received: 27/ 7/ 2025
Revised: 5/ 9/ 2025
Accepted: 6/ 9/ 2025
published: 6/ 9/ 2025
Pages: 199-220.

Publisher:
Mashhad Faculty of University of Quranic Theology and Awarness.
© 2025/ Authors retain the copyright and full publishing rights.

Online ISSN: 2783-5308
Open access in web address:
http://naghdeara.quran.ac.ir

Cite this article: Norouzi H., Mosavi S. R., Afchengi
M., Khaledian M. A., “Context as an Interpretive
Method: A Study of Sabzawari's Mawahib al-Rahman”,
Critical Studies on the Quranic Exegesis 6 (11), 2025, p.
199-220.
http://doi.org/10.22034/naghdeara.2025.537252.1329. &

Extended Abstract

Interpreters of the Qur’an have traditionally
recognized siyaq (context) as a fundamental
hermeneutical tool, generally defined as the
ensemble of intra-textual indicators
surrounding a verse that are essential for its
correct exegesis. While its importance is widely
acknowledged, a segment of classical and
modern exegetes has expressed reservations,
cautioning against a rigid, exclusive application
of siyaq to all verses, which they argue can lead
to artificial  interpretations or  impose
unwarranted constraints on meaning,.
This study provides a critical examination of
the distinctive context-oriented methodology
employed by the contemporary ShiT scholar,
Sayyid ‘Abd al-A‘la Musawi Sabzawari, in his
voluminous exegesis, Mawahib al-Rabman. It
argues that Sabzawari not only champions siyag
as a central interpretive principle but also
radically expands its conventional scope,

transforming it from a primarily linguistic aid
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into the foundational pillar of his entire exegetical system.

This study delineates a dual approach in Sabzawari's work. On one hand, he aligns with
mainstream exegetical tradition by treating siyaq as a dynamic and constructive mechanism
for discerning divine intent. He leverages it to reveal the conceptual and objective
coherence (mundasabab) between words, verses, and the overarching objectives of revelation.
On the other hand, and this constitutes his primary innovation, Sabzawari departs from
the majority by advocating for a significantly broader conception of siyaq. For him, it is
not confined to the immediate verbal environment but encompasses all textual and extra-
textual indicators that can illuminate a verse's meaning. This inclusive definition
integrates cultural, social, political, and historical evidence pertaining to the circumstances
of revelation (asbab al-nuzal) as integral components of siydq. This methodological
expansion is consciously deployed to overcome the limitations and potential artificiality he
identifies in narrower, purely linguistic applications of context.

Operating within the framework of Islamic, and more specifically, Shi7 theological and
hermeneutical principles, Sabzawari's application of siyag is both meticulous and
systematic. The study meticulously catalogues the diverse functions of siyag in Mawahib
al-Rabman, which can be categorized across two primary levels of operation. At the
micro-analytical level (sentence and phrase), siyaq is employed to: determine the precise
semantic value of words; differentiate between near-synonyms, expand or restrict lexical
meanings based on the surrounding discourse, identify the correct referents of pronouns,
elucidate subtle rhetorical devices such as emphasis (ta’kid) and specificity (basr), and
ultimately, ascertain the primary intended meaning of a verse. This granular application
serves to prevent misinterpretation and provides Sabzawari with a robust, text-based
criterion for critically evaluating and often refuting the opinions of other exegetes.

At the macro-analytical level (text and sira), siyaq evolves into a powerful tool for
establishing the Qur'an's structural and thematic coherence. Sabzawari utilizes it to:
reconstruct profound semantic links between seemingly disconnected verses, resolve
apparent contradictions between difterent Quranic passages, explain complex pronominal
references across verses, analyze the rhetorical architecture of larger passages, and
demonstrate the intricate thematic unity within and across stras. This higher-order
application allows him to present a holistic, problem-oriented, and systematic interpretive
model that treats the Qur'an as an integrated whole.

In conclusion, the findings of this study demonstrate that Mawahib al-Rabman ofters a
paradigm for the systematic and hierarchical application of siyaq. Sabzawarr’s methodology

successfully integrates lexical analysis, semantic coherence, rhetorical examination, and
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intertextual reading into a unified exegetical framework. His work, therefore, represents a

significant advancement in Quranic hermeneutics, effectively elevating siyag from its

conventional status as a supplementary literary clue to that of a central, indispensable, and

sophisticated methodological principle. As such, Mawahib al-Rabman stands as a

pioneering work in intra-textual and intertextual analysis, providing a valuable and

stimulating model for future research in Quranic interpretive methodology and critical
exegetical studies.

Keywords: Functions of Quranic Context (Siyaq), Intertextual Analysis of the Qur’an,
Resolving Apparent Contradictions in Verses, Hermeneutics of Quranic Exegesis, The
Qur’an's Internal Coherence.
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