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Extended Abstract

This article examines the critique presented
by the contemporary Algerian thinker,
Merzouk Lamri, against historicist approaches
to the Quranic text. The central issue
addressed is the theory of the historicity of the
Qur’an, which posits that the text is inherently
influenced by the specific  historical,
geographical, cultural, and epistemological
conditions of its initial audience in seventh-
century Arabia. Proponents of this view argue
that understanding the Qurian requires
situating it within its temporal context,
suggesting that its content, formulation, and
interpretation are subject to historical relativity.
This idea is considered a fundamental challenge

in contemporary religious reform discourse.

The article positions Lamri as a significant
critic of this theory. Despite his extensive
critical engagement with the historicity thesis,
his work has not received comprehensive or
systematic attention. This study aims to fill

that gap by providing a detailed formulation of
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Lamri's perspective and analyzing its place within the contemporary discourse critiquing
the historicity of the Qur’an. The introduction outlines three main currents regarding the
historicity of religious texts, ranging from an extreme denial of historicity, as seen in
traditional Salafi thought, to an extreme historicist current that views the text as entirely
determined by its historical context, exemplified by thinkers like Muhammad Arkan and
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd, and finally a moderate approach that acknowledges historical
context for initial understanding but affirms the text's semantic dynamism and enduring

relevance, as advocated by figures such as T'aha ‘Abd al-Rahman.

The article details Lamri's academic background and his extensive publications
critiquing modern methodological approaches to Islamic texts. His central argument is
that conventional methods for studying human texts are incompatible with the revealed
nature of the Qurian. He criticizes the application of Western-derived historical,
linguistic, and anthropological methods to the Qurian, arguing that they fail to account
for its sacred, metaphysical, and divine origins. Lamri asserts that these methods often
involve selective and non-scientific biases, such as relying on weak historical narrations or
marginal Hadiths to support preconceived conclusions about the text's human and

historical dimensions.

A significant portion of his critique focuses on specific methodological challenges. He
argues that secular Western analytical tools are fundamentally mismatched with a text
believed to be of divine origin, pointing to the selective use of sources by historicists. For
instance, they may privilege certain weak narrations to reduce the experience of revelation
to a human, psychological phenomenon, while ignoring stronger, more central Islamic
sources. Lamri also addresses the hermeneutical challenge, distinguishing between
traditional Islamic ta’wil, which aims to discover the divine intent, and modern Western
hermeneutics, which he sees as prioritizing the reader's context, leading to a relativistic
understanding where human reason becomes the ultimate source of meaning.

Furthermore, he counters the historicist argument that the prevalence of specific
occasions of revelation (asbab al-nuzal) proves the entire Qur'an's historicity by noting
that only a small fraction of verses have a known cause, and generalizing from these few
cases is an unjustified leap. Finally, he refutes claims that delays in the official codification
of the Qur'an until Caliph ‘Uthman's era imply human alteration, emphasizing that the

initial writing occurred under the Prophet's supervision and later efforts were about
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standardization, thus preserving the text's integrity.

In conclusion, the article summarizes Lamri's view that the historicist approach, despite
its claims of scientific rigor, is rooted in a secular rationality that seeks to fundamentally
redefine religion. Its primary outcome is the reduction of the Qurian from a sacred,
eternal, divine text to a mere linguistic, social, and historical phenomenon. This, Lamri
warns, leads to the negation of revelation's sanctity, the relativization of truth, and the loss
of the Qur'an's religious authority. Instead of adopting external methods, Lamri calls for a
critical and creative return to the Islamic interpretive tradition as a path to intellectual and
epistemological renewal within an authentic Islamic framework.

As a criticism of Lamri's view, it can be said that while Lamri's critiques are valuable,
his perspective sometimes tends towards a binary opposition between traditional and
modern reason and could benefit from distinguishing more clearly between the

methodological tools of analysis and their underlying philosophical foundations.

Keywords: Historicity of the Qur’an, Historicism, Islamic Hermeneutics, Modern
Qur’anic Studies, Revelation and History, Occasions of Revelation (Asbab al-Nuzul),
Islamic Epistemology.
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