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Abstract

Interdisciplinary studies offer a critical framework for
synthesizing knowledge across disciplinary boundaries,
enriching scholarly discourse and methodological innovation.
The intersection of literature and penology is particularly
fertile ground, as literary narratives often encode subversive
critiques of penal systems, while penology provides the
theoretical lens to decode them. Bozorg Alavi's Prison
Papers represents a seminal text for such analysis, exposing

Publisher: the carceral logics of the first Pahlavi regime through its
Shahr-e- Danesh unflinching portrayal of prison society. Alavi’s narrative
Research and Study . h .
Institute of Law interrogates both the structural violence of prison

administration and the lived experience of incarceration,
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critique of Pahlavi-era penology, particularly its reliance on
retributive justice, and what socio-legal ramifications this
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produced criminogenic effects: prisonization, the cultivation
of antisocial norms, and the institutionalized erosion of
rehabilitative potential - outcomes that Alavi meticulously
documents as systemic failures.
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Extended Abstract

The prisonis a pervasive social institution, yet it remains decidedly
unique among societal constructs. As a site of power, discipline, and cultural
production, the prison embodies complex interactions between individuals
and state mechanisms, shaping and reflecting societal norms. In its general
conception, the prison emerges as a socio-legal apparatus designed to
enforce conformity, often through coercive means. Historically, this subject
has represented one of literature's most significant themes, traditionally
referred to as habsiyyat and contemporarily termed "prison literature.” Prison
literature constitutes a literary genre produced in confined spaces such as
prisons, house arrest, or similar circumstances. These writings may explicitly
address the prison and its governing atmosphere, or be classified as such by
virtue of their carceral context. Spanning memoir, fiction, and hybrid forms,
the genre offers critical insights into penal systems and their societal
implications. Bozorg Alavi, a first-generation realist author of modern
Persian fiction, leverages his multidisciplinary engagement with history,
politics, and literature to pioneer prison literature in Persian, synthesizing
indigenous narratives with European realist techniques. His oeuvre,
including acclaimed masterpieces, interrogates state power and its carceral
manifestations. Alavi's narratives frequently exhibita confrontational tone,
wherein he perceives himself as socially responsible toward society and its
people. This study employs qualitative content analysis to interrogate
Alavi’s Prison Papers, elucidating its penological subtexts and revealing
latent critiques of Pahlavi-era prison governance. Content analysis here
entails hermeneutic engagement with textual and contextual layers, decoding
both manifest and latent meanings to reconstruct institutional logics. The
primary research question concerns how Alavi’s Prison Papers reflects and

critiques the penological paradigms of the first Pahlavi era, particularly their
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operationalization  of  retributive  justice and their  socio-legal
consequences. The research hypothesis posits that the first Pahlavi regime’s
penal policies were predominantly retributive, prioritizing incapacitation
over rehabilitation, with Alavi’s text exposing their deleterious effects.
Findings corroborate this hypothesis, revealing a systemic disengagement
from rehabilitative ideals in Pahlavi penal policy. This approach facilitated
numerous practices, such as long-term imprisonment, harsh and occasionally
inhumane treatment, inadequate prisoner classification, and disregard for
prisoners' rights. Alavi frames these practices as criminogenic, perpetuating
cycles of harm. His analysis highlights collateral consequences:
prisonization, criminal acculturation, and psychosocial trauma for
incarcerated individuals and their families. This study underscores the
interdisciplinary value of literary jurisprudence: by engaging with realist
texts like Alavi’s, legal scholars can democratize knowledge of carceral

spaces, while advocating evidence-based penal reform.
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