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Abstract

Within criminal justice systems, the accurate classification of
offenses holds paramount importance for judicial actors,
media entities, commercial enterprises, and civil society. This
study posits that offense categorization must derive from a
principled juridical framework to ensure both doctrinal
soundness and equitable application. Employing doctrinal
legal analysis through descriptive-analytical methodology, this
research develops a novel taxonomy model grounded in the
constituent elements of criminal offenses. The proposed
jurimetric model requires systematic examination of both
actus reus and mens rea components, supplemented by
distinguishing juridical characteristics, to establish proper
offense classification. To demonstrate this model's application,
the study conducts a substantive legal analysis of the material
and mental elements constituting the offense defined under
Article 1(e) of the Economic Disruptors Punishment Act.
Through this jurisprudential examination, the research
identifies two discrete offense categories emerging from the
statutory definition and criminal description. This contribution
advances legal scholarship by: (1) establishing a replicable
methodology for statutory offense classification; (2) providing
judicial clarity regarding the application of Article 1(e); and
(3) proposing an evidence-based framework for legislative
drafting. The findings hold particular significance for
prosecutors applying economic crime provisions and

legislators drafting penal statutes.
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Extended Abstract

In contemporary legal systems governed by the rule of law, a
sophisticated framework of principles and rules has emerged to enhance
the qualitative improvement of legislation. The principles and methods of
legislation constitute a collection of procedural and substantive norms
that regulate the introduction and enactment of legal norms, functioning
as a category of meta-norms. The principles underpinning criminal
legislation stem from the fundamental proposition that certain ideals and
objectives form the basis of substantive rules. Accordingly, legislation
must possess solid objective foundations, internal coherence unmarred by
contradictions, linguistic precision, and conceptual rigor. Thus, when
criminalizing conduct, legislators must adhere to the principle of
qualitative legislative drafting. Under this framework, crime is defined as
the violation of protected social values through legally proscribed acts or
omissions that engender public disorder. Statutory definitions articulate
the constituent elements of offenses, encompassing the legal, material,
and mental components. This process of criminal description yields a
comprehensive understanding of each crime and its constituent elements.
The requisite level of legal knowledge regarding characteristics of crimes
exists on a spectrum, giving rise to different tiers of description. At the
basic level, introductory texts provide rudimentary crime definitions for
lay persons. The intermediate level, while maintaining, a descriptive
approach, offers more detailed legal analysis. This description
predominates in specialized criminal law textbooks. At the advanced
level, scholars subject these descriptions to analyzed and critiqued
scrutiny to establish proper criminal classification- an offence category.
The criminal title constitutes a descriptive label that the legislator assigns
to criminal conduct, serving to distinguish between offenses based on
differences in constituent elements. This classification system operates
optimally when the criminal title derives from criminal description;
specifically, through the examination of the specific material and mental
elements of each crime along with differentiating elements that
distinguish between offenses, followed by the determination of criminal
categories. To illustrate the relationship between criminal description and
criminal title, one might employ the metaphor of titling as a box
containing description as contents therein. However, current legislative
practice often reveals a disjunction between definition of crime and
criminal titleing, as many classifications derive from customary and
religious legal concepts. For instance, criminal titles such as "corruption
on earth" (Ifsad fil-ardh) or "fraud" under Islamic Penal Code have their
roots in Islamic jurisprudence (Sharia) and social customs respectively. In
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such cases, the functions of a scientific criminal title derived from
criminal description are compromised; undermining both the accused's
right to notice and public understanding. This study first explaining the
model of criminal description as a basis for verifying criminal titles, then
demonstrates its application to the crime defined in Article 1(e) of the
Economic Disruptors Punishment Act. The provision criminalizes
economic disruption through the embezzlement of public deposits. This
case study was selected due to its specialized and interdisciplinary nature,
which facilitates understanding of how criminal description informs
criminal classification. Notably, while Article 2 of the Act and its Note 1
provide for three distinct punishments based on varying circumstances,
this analysis focuses solely on the two primary offense categories, as
minor economic disruptions are excluded from our discussion . Through
analysis of the constituent material and mental elements of this offense
and the corresponding criminal classifications emerge: (1) "Had-level
disruption in the economic system through the fraudulent embezzlement
of public deposits”; and (2) "Ta'zir-level large-scale disruption in the
economic system through the misappropriation of public funds" under
Clause (e)*.

4. Note: Punishment in Iran’s penal system is of two main types: Had (fixed corporal punishment)
& Ta’zir (discretionary punishment).
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