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Abstract >

This research examines the tensions and
interactions between human and non-human
environmental victims from an indigenous
justice perspective. The research begins by
outlining the general outlines of victimology
as a new ﬁe%g of intellectual engagement.
Human victims of environmental harm are not
widely recognized as victims of ‘crime’.
Moreover, within the category ‘victim’, the
non-human environmental victim is seldom
considered won}%y of attention. From the
perspective o indigenous ustice,
victimization can be understood within the
framework of environmental justice (in which
the victim is a human), ecological justice (in
which the victim is_a specific environment),
and species justice (in which the victim is an
animal or plant). A hierarchy of victims can be
identified LEetween and wit%jn each of these
categories. One response to this hierarchy is to
emphasize the concept of equal victimhood
(the idea that all species should be considered
equal or that the natural environment is

uable in itselg. However, the eco-justice
approach adopted in this article argues that
context (both social and ecological) 1s vital to
understanding and responding to specific
instances of environmental victimization.
Particular circumstances must be taken into
account in the conceptualizations of
victimization and in the moral weighing up of
interests and harms in any given situation.
Keywords: Non-Human Environmental
Victims, Eco-justice, Hierarchy of Victims,
Environmental Victimisation.
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\- The Foreword is intended to highlight the global crises affecting the environment, which include

climate change, species extinction, and air, land and water pollution. In response, there is a need
for stronger environmental laws and the development of new legal concepts that will protect and
improve ecological and social wellbeing. Innovation in law is urgently needed in Iran as it is in
every country around the world. Our future depends on what we do, now, to prevent and repair the
harms affecting our landscapes, animals, plants, freshwater systems, and atmosphere. I would like
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to thank dear Amin Hajivand and his students for translating this article, and I am very happy that
they are taking on the task of translating these works
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