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The principle of the obligation to notify is one of the
fundamental principles of international environmental law. It
refers to the general duty of a state to provide detailed and timely
information to another state, particularly concerning scientific
data or specific activities and technologies that may have
transboundary effects. The importance of this principle was first
emphasized in the dispute between Spain and France in the Lake
Lanoux Case, and it has since been explicitly mentioned in
numerous binding and non-binding international environmental
instruments, with its origins traceable to the 1972 Stockholm
Declaration. This article seeks to address the key question of how
the principle of the obligation to notify has been recognized in
international law and in the jurisprudence of the International
Court of Justice (ICJ), and what role it plays in the Court’s
emerging disputes and cases. The analysis reveals that this
principle is not only embedded in international environmental
law but also grounded in broader principles of international law,

including good neighborliness, cooperation, and precaution.
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Introduction

The principle of the obligation to notify and provide information is
one of the fundamental principles of international environmental law.
It refers to the general obligation of a state to communicate relevant
information on one or more issues in a timely manner to another state,
particularly regarding scientific data or specific technical activities. In
other words, in international law, the obligation to provide
information is considered a basic duty of states in their international
relations, especially significant in the field of transboundary
environmental protection. This obligation requires states to furnish
necessary information to other interested states when their activities
may cause harm to the environment of other countries or to areas
under international jurisdiction.

The obligation to provide information may relate either to general
and undefined matters or to specific and well-defined issues. The
growing international recognition of this principle was first
highlighted in the arbitration between Spain and France in the Lake
Lanoux Case. It has since been explicitly affirmed in numerous
binding and non-binding instruments of international law, the earliest
of which can be traced back to the 1972 Stockholm Declaration.

This article examines the recognition and application of the
principle of notification by the International Court of Justice (1CJ) and
its place in the Court’s jurisprudence. Through a library-based legal
analysis of ICJ judgments and advisory opinions, it seeks to answer
the key question: How has the principle of the obligation to notify
been recognized in international law and ICJ jurisprudence, and what
role does it play in emerging 1CJ disputes and cases?

In the Corfu Channel case, the ICJ highlighted the connection
between the duty to inform and fundamental humanitarian
considerations. Similarly, other cases analyzed in this article
demonstrate the relationship between the notification obligation and
environmental protection — such as the Legality of the Threat or Use
of Nuclear Weapons advisory opinion and the Nuclear Tests case —
as well as its link to the principles of cooperation and good
neighborliness in the Gab¢ikovo—Nagymaros Project and Pulp Mills
on the River Uruguay cases. The Court has also emphasized this
obligation in relation to state sovereignty in disputes such as the
Nicaraguan Coast, and in various boundary and transboundary cases
between Costa Rica and Nicaragua. Across all these opinions, the
Court consistently affirms that the duty to notify constitutes a key
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element of international environmental law, requiring states to provide
relevant information to affected or potentially affected states
whenever their activities may harm the environment of other states or
areas under international jurisdiction.

Methodology

This study employs a library-based research method to collect and
analyze information on the ICJ’s decisions concerning the principle of
the obligation to notify. These decisions are examined through
comparative legal analysis alongside related international instruments
and scholarly works. The research aims to promote transparency,
access to environmental information, and public participation in
decision-making processes at both national and international levels.
The authors argue that combining analytical and comparative methods
leads to more accurate and effective outcomes, while also benefiting
from the insights of previous academic studies and relevant case
analyses.

Conclusions

Examining the 1CJ’s treatment of the principle of notification
contributes to strengthening transparency, access to environmental
information, and public participation in environmental decision-
making processes at both domestic and international levels. A review
of ICJ jurisprudence shows that this obligation is not limited to
international environmental law; it is also closely linked to general
principles of international law such as good neighborliness,
cooperation, and precaution. The findings of this research help clarify
the environmental responsibilities of states and contribute to
reinforcing the legal regime governing international environmental
protection.
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1. Preventive Notification

2. Convention on Environmental Impact Assessment in a Transboundary context
1991.

3. Emergency Notification

4. Convention on the Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and
International Lakes or Helsinki Convention 1992.

5. Transparency and Public Access

6. Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 1998.

7. Periodic Reporting

8. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 1992.

9. Treaty-Based Notification

10. Kyoto Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCCC) 1997.
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1. Technology and Innovation Notification

2. United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 1992.

3. Convention on Access to Information, Public Participation in Decision-Making
and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters (Aarhus Convention) 1998.

4. Stockholm Declaration on the Human Environment 1972.
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1. Rio Declaration on Environment and Development 1992.

2. Antarctic Treaty 1959.

3. London Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping of Wastes
and other Matter 1972.

4. OSPAR Convention for the protection of the Marine Environment of the North-
East Atlantic 1992.

5. Convention on Early Notification of a Nuclear Accident 1986.

6. Convention on the Transboundary Effects of Idustrial Accidents 1991.

7. Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer 1987.

8. Basel Convention on the Control of Transboundary Movements of Hazardous
Wastes and Their Disposal 1989.

9. Lake Lanoux Case 1957.



WP (ol 5o « 5y bi5 gt pa /i ltnmociamns Sy 950 30 s MBI 43 g o]

Salgzy dwilyd 1) 08 x8le dasMe 5 e Coley &S D) > 0 Wikl (od gomjl
12,5 pMel 1y 15 3)lg0 g 31> sl ausl b wiias (opgld ol ulegd

@ g 0dd bis Ll & O gl 1 tans Jllom Gl (a8 4wl 659 ()

Jol &S by 4 sl bgamo S yuiio ol glio 1 ooliul ,> condVl H9iS 5e8 (z
PO IYAS (ooblplgs Slasy) dgud wl.c) d)&@ A A g (_S)JJJLWT

YASS banles dlas ot diluwl cgd b L8 38le5 oy duil 3 (ooloiniun 8390 slyal (o

A6 S e slacl o alaefgn 5k Slajedbl 5 5 Kan & oy 1o (2
Pl Cuiipua b g (Bl 1l gy (o GlS1Ae 5 oo & A8 (o0 Ol )15
¢Sl s By &5 g

P 1y B ledbl & cul 039 albge dwslyd clgd MASF Baalre dlas bl y (g
S w2l )8 1y 05, 8,00 0,1 1Sl g dad )18 Wikl cdgs L

g b bl )9S S b @l jl b poe 9 drwg > (Jllow Gsts 2 (5
{Lake Lanoux Case,1957:14-20) 1l yjlgte y9iS )] (Mol oy

0338 o) (B sailens il sy CuaSle ol 2 > 6Ty b 38lge gl
3 iz 82lil 5 dmangs 595 dilyusl b Cilge S 4y plill i ol b Lais (4
Slod ) Sk bilowl 4 @)lud Dbl pas ¢ (b sl

sanke oll ) dil>gd 38lg3 g (6)Sen ol 2 ale (63)l90 4 e (lygly ¢ bilao o
Camjlame p ite Ol (St ol e g dwlp bwgi aslecSy S sl (1ass
Lake Lanoux :20-35) wle3,S" o)lil awslyd 8 slaciles cars 5 Wl g5yl
(Case, 1957

91998 1yT 30 Modlomw Slngsi gl b T Wgw g Sl NI Jo! .Y
S N (Mol
o> ool Jgol plo b (035 sy Canjlaome Jlallin o> > Sloyedbl Lol
@ligss o b ol ol Jobss ¢ 250 ol 0 0yl baygisS CuaSl 5 ludl &gl cllasMe
ol 0 by Madl oy



1P Glanco g juls oF o yloi i) 090 o550/ Gad> lafllo wr

G0 Jlollco g Jpol s b 5T i g il J M1 St ) Y
ol (S35 Sgm 035>l el 500 b Conmslame el gt > (Sl o
o8 o ol glite L S o lstans Jol s Sy Sl s fSan Jool b e
)9dS Cunjlae & )l dlpl pae Clgune Juol g blinl Jol ¢ oges

A dalgs aslyy diS i Jeol b ol opl bl 4 5350 jeboay caldl

et s ool ' fSan ool o) 635 Jabs oyl ol b o Lo s
Lol 29y Jleda ol cpl el G151 (o Syl ool & S lgs o0
Bl gren Syidie mlie Copde g (rejpw | Joine 9 (laie ()l 0500 5y Jol
o) Ban dioils (s g55 9 lomge] Sl (Mol slaazlys 5 50l
9 (e j GBME I oK (ol BCgd (¥ A¥AY (ylSen 5 odlay ) Canol (Mol oy
sl 3¢l ale ¢ Jaacinw ) Olyble 4 bgye SleMbl b oS yiie Mk g o
Il i > 5)an ol yol il 5380 STyblay |y (ol Slieeis b 55015
Slgicees Gluyedbl S50 sla)lS gl 3929 (g 6) S0 pl Ll sl gl o jlarme
29 2] JolS ploay

2 LK 5 15 elossxiocs VLT yle yilowsl s y5 dudd 13 S e (691> lged liwlyplys
oS bl G byl oS canl 03,8 ol 6)en Jol osadyd VAN L
sles Ly o 1y lan (Sogll J) il byl & byye s b 055 (g lSon
(Trail Smelter Case,RIAA,1941:1905)

Jol b Sy ol sl "y Lol sl ol (sl 3 (S el
o s 5855 5] ey bl 85 ol e )y g lame Sl 3 > 655l
Walgd wlolp &8 slacdld g loladl pldl jl dayl 5l (S Glods g48g 5 (Jrwrocuns
SleMbl Bl sy ¥ 4% Sliisps) 39 £y sl idjion o] Camjlams 4 ale

1. Principle of Coopration
5 VAY e claans )3 4 Conl Cangjlae Mol Bois soled op g 5l (TTAIL Smelter) ol Jo 5 428 ¥
Lesls 55 9 LodS sy ool 53 pilensl o3 oIBLS 8 05 b g phao LIS g G polodoxzacs VLT lo (69Mo VAY
o VY o 5] e zlpcl 5 18 Ggd 5l iU lacdled donss 5 cudly J8 gd BB IS G Lol &g,
Lo «55)5liS Glage; 55y 2 sl GOl ©ypoar oAb piie (iSialy bl 3 jslse Sl (glod S o
95 ol M) ool iy Sllud 5 @By ol o, Jlisas ciliS (slop Slolyd wyseo HBT bl pl (oo g (Sladl
Jlo gl 53 3,8 ke 1y LIS ayle ulSis S polodotacs VLI VAYD B VYA Jlo jl oS clasgSay sl cond g
cugac b (International Joint Commission) ol e S ide ¢ammeS 4 diue «l,Slis 51 s HAVA
W 0dld gla )l yaulS 90 Ll
3. Prevention Principle



IWF ol 0o o b5 gt g /. lanmoccansy 51y 3330 39 iy MBI 43 g o]

Jogsly WS (S sl Cumjlame 4 (s> slacuwl jop 5l Wlgie dBgets g 38>
odlops oo a8 SaS wlilad gals 5 slels & Sl o il s (SUhs
Sy ol 450,87 Lo (Y10 w5118 ale 1S5 ls) (ol Bols ol dudd o (6ol
oyl )3 Lol ol s (lp ey 3 50 ol Lide g 039y pguye 50l S lgicay
@ AP B sbojls & Qbedld a5 cuwl (65538 o diby pl el liss
CanMo cov dahais 0 )b HLd] 3 &S SUI) plos 4 as gl S o 3)ly G jlausro
(ICIRep,2015:1-5) &S (¢ Sy 355

ol Cangjlaze Mol Bois ol Jgo! 5 €glite Lol 5 e Culgiue? ol

. c oo Y . . .
S e Clgima p Jol opl 235 (o0 dediz o €Cgply Syl Sl porie | &S
@ gl 1) byl clige @i b e bl o)l aST cujlaes jl cblis gly bedgs
(O YA (L yme g allie) A0 o )8 dogidy90 Mo (il 28, 50 Ly dlaidl

B 5 oglaen 3 it o olls > 4 adlanugs (slayeiS (ol ol olslyy
e lagys sl g leMbl &) duejyn (65 K Culgiume «leMb]
SbyeaS jl Coles g asecunj clae 385 Sl )l asejinly Sloyedbl )l
S)cse lobey drwgs Jl 5

(Y10 55155 ade K kuls) € Jobu Bals cald 81595 )0 55 (6ol (Malliyo lges
b b b anlite o Slgss & anogi b3 (slagt sdinly S50 5
Gy «glite bl S jide Clgtad ol os sios ,Slo & ¢yl foanl 03,5 48T
(ICJ Rep,2015: 5-7) cuwl s jlao Yol o

; . Y .

[Y3) c\,_.a)ftr-l » &S Conl W)la.m JLJ]J.» B> ko Jﬁ.«o‘ )‘l (PP d)m J..ol

@ boye Jluo conl yig? il osel aedel opl Vo ol )5 sl odd g yiw VAQY

1. Common but Differentiated Responsibility Principle
oS 313 o)Ll Jastecuns ) 5 (Kidyd ¢ smmb wlio | clacgorte 4 Mol o> 53 Copdy S o Elye pogie Y
Ozl o5 S Shy b e (S & Cusline ol 4 porde cpl ol 0] (sladus g gl oles 4 3late
Ol 15 0298 plowl Cilisee (glajoilS (6)Sen b g Sl gaw 3 Wb gl Sl oy g cblis oS )l (el
Obyedyd g ohRings Lawg VA8 das Bl Sl pgrde cpl xS 8 (e b (638 cSlle v il gl
1Sy et (2T () €85 )15 con 2)50 Bree sy (33)k gyl ot loplojls )3 Ello S i alez )
sk 5 o> dolitil <l Gt > o 2,08 g pspde (s Sptbe Sl (IYAY) Lo jtes ¢ Jlon
(VF 5yles
3. Public Participation Principle



1P Glanco g juls oF o yloi i) 090 o550/ Gad> laflio 1va

¢uLo éla.w P ..)J)f ) u9ﬂa.a L?da.w 0 ]a.:)d.) u‘*’sﬂ:‘“ dor J)Lw.a Lv W)JGA?M
o jl wyls Hlsl 3 Cunmjlacme 3)50 3 (soges Clolde oS SleMbl 4 Hl 33 o
gy yd g Abl awdly JolS awyiwd cilais > SUylas claculd g 5lse 4 bgyye cleMb]
Sl 5 Camwlus pdpo dy SleMbl ol b ub aedgy sl <8 )lie Sloweuai ]
(0 IYM (oallplsd Slasy) Soled 32945 g b |y poes

el ) Gl pS meual )3 (oges Sl 3805 b by Sleyedol cnl pl
oledbl & Wlgy e sleog)S g Hlugaad &S WS o e ol cpl ol
OT )U byl 9 Caw el cblis b g e laas])d )0 ¢ atdly o yiwd Jaorecu

Caonl y AST L (vore syl ade oy ool dudd o 50 sl oo olad
S sl 03,8 gyl dareciun) ool w3 eges Sloedbl 5 cudlis
(ICJ Rep,2010: 53-55)

Sy g 8 ol Canjlae Jollip o> 55 05,55k 5 b Jso! ' blas! Lol
» S 3)b aSt o] ol ol el 483 IS Jlloge Gois 5l 48l ol Ve
2l ol els casbad 355 il sl phlcdiSy bl jlad S O
(10 DYAF smse) AL &l Sty lolidl Bl (o il (gl (slailey

oy & wyed Ty b blasl ol ! 0 age it Sluyedbl ol
5)by B Gledbl g walyp cwl blos! Slaear 3551 b b i e
Sl o HSee |y wluSiny cllidl gl (sl allad 5 Cawjlase Caxsg
ahbs 4 caws Medlge 9 eges BT il cuw Sloyedbl s gopla
S (o ol b (blinl Slll Jlosl g agi gl |y p3Y diej g 00 (oot

ol lgd 53 (¥oeh dudds ade joolesl) olsn b Blgp jd diwly cpen
) b Slles blas! Lol olwly LU LelS a8 5,8 JVauwl jgals8T cdgs (g sl
Gl a2l 3939 b ludl CooMs 5 o jlao 4 (o sl Jloin] 15 9,5 0 CiBgio
(ICJ Rep,2010: 7-10)

Syled 3yl pae Cdgime Juol @y o535 (sigm SloyeMbl Lol b &S Lol oy 31
aday o Jol opl sl Ty ) bl B3kl ol b laygiS b o jlaee &

1. Precautionary Principle
2. The Principle of Non-harmful use of Land
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