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1. Introduction

In 2020, the Eastern Mediterranean region faced one of the most
challenging periods in its recent history. The discovery of significant
hydrocarbon resources intensified disputes among regional countries
over the delimitation of maritime boundaries, further complicated by
the involvement of both regional and global powers. The existence of
oil and gas fields in the Eastern Mediterranean heightened competition
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among coastal states to expand their claimed maritime zones—so
much so that some countries demarcated maritime borders despite not
being neighbors. This action even brought NATO members—Turkey,
France, and Greece—to the brink of military conflict. Amid this
turbulent political situation, Turkey’s announcement of the Blue
Homeland doctrine, following the signing of a maritime boundary
treaty with Libya, sparked strong reactions from several countries. In
response, Greece accelerated its negotiations with Egypt, eventually
leading to a maritime boundary agreement between the two states.
Although the political motivations behind these agreements are
undeniable, the present study aimed to examine the legal dimensions
of Turkey’s Blue Homeland doctrine from the perspective of
international maritime law and judicial precedent. An analysis of the
map associated with the Blue Homeland doctrine reveals Turkey’s
views on maritime borders and the legal status of islands in relation to
maritime zones—a view that significantly diverges from the claims
made by Greece and Cyprus. Therefore, to conduct a thorough legal
assessment of the Blue Homeland doctrine, it is necessary to consider
the region’s geography, the location of the islands, the unilateral
claims made by the countries in the region, and the treaties delimiting
their boundaries. The present study tried to answer the following
research questions: What are the legal dimensions of Turkey’s Blue
Homeland doctrine? And to what extent does it comply with
international law?

2. Literature Review

Most Persian-language research has addressed the political
dimensions of the Blue Homeland doctrine primarily through the
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perspective of international relations. For instance, in an online article
titled “Turkey’s Blue Homeland Doctrine,” Namini-Miyanji (2020)
offered an overview of the doctrine while briefly touching on its legal
aspects. Golmohammadi’s article “Transformation in Turkey’s
Strategic Culture and Its National Security Doctrine” (2021) analyzed
the doctrine in the wider context of foreign policy and Turkey’s
relations with its Western allies. In “Regional Change Processes and
Their Impact on Turkey’s Geopolitical Competition 2016-2022,”
Bagheri et al. (2023) examined how Ankara sought new coalitions in
the aftermath of the 2016 failed coup. Moreover, the study “Turkey’s
Blue Homeland Doctrine and Its Consequences for Iran” (Reisinezhad
& Khanmohammadi, 2023) explored the role of Blue Homeland in
Turkey’s attempt to become a regional energy hub. Unlike the Persian-
language scholarship, a few English-language researches focus on the
legal dimensions of Turkey’s Blue Homeland Doctrine. These studies
include: “The Legal Aspects of the Eastern Mediterranean Crisis”
(Baran, 2023), “Mavi Vatan, the ‘Blue Homeland’: the Origins,
Influences and Limits of an Ambitious Doctrine for Turkey”
(Denizeau, 2021), “The Formulation of the Blue Homeland Doctrine”
(Kadan, 2020), and “Some Observations on the Agreement between
Greece and Egypt on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic
Zone” (Yiallourides, 2020).

3. Materials and Methods

The present study used a descriptive—analytical approach, explaining
the procedures followed by international tribunals in maritime
delimitation and assessing the impact of islands on these decisions. A
library research method was employed to collect the data, including
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the correspondence submitted to the United Nations by Turkey and
Greece, as well as the decisions of international tribunals in maritime
delimitation cases.

4. Results and Discussion

Geopolitical conditions and the pursuit of regional dominance have
driven Eastern Mediterranean countries to expand and assert their
maritime zones. The discovery of substantial hydrocarbon reserves
has further intensified these disputes. Amid this chaotic situation, one
clear issue is the role of islands in the delimitation of maritime
boundaries. Turkey’s expansion of its maritime zones is constrained
to the south by Cyprus and to the southwest by the Greek islands. The
Turkey—Libya MoU and the Greece—Egypt Agreement reflect
differing legal views regarding the effect of islands. While the
Greece—Egypt Agreement qualifies an acceptable agreement under the
Vienna Convention, the status of the Turkey—Libya MoU is more
difficult to assess due to Libya’s ongoing political instability.
Nevertheless, the MoU is expected to provide both parties with
significant bargaining leverage. A review of international court
decisions reveals that claims are supported by both case law and
customary international law. However, as the International Tribunal
for the Law of the Sea noted in the Bangladesh/Myanmar case, there
is no general rule for determining the effect of islands in maritime
boundary delimitation. Instead, the treatment of islands depends on
the specific circumstances of each individual case.

The location of Greek islands—some of which are little more than
rocks, while others possess an economic life of their own—adds
further complexity to the issue. Greece maintains that these islands are
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entitled to full maritime zones, whereas Turkey, as a persistent
objector, emphasizes their geographical position, as many lie on the
opposite side of the equidistance line. Turkey, accepting the median
line of the mainland as a fair solution, does not recognize these islands
as having maritime zones beyond their territorial seas. Judicial
precedents supporting this case can be seen in instances such as the
British—French Continental Shelf case (1977) and the Black Sea case
(2009). If the Greek islands have their own exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) and continental shelf, the extent of Turkey’s maritime zones
would be drastically reduced. It is unacceptable for Turkey to play
only a minor role in the waters of the Eastern Mediterranean, while
possessing the longest coastline. In spite of Greece’s insistence on
giving its islands full effect, recent agreements with Egypt and Italy
have moderated the effect of the islands. Although a maritime
delimitation agreement remains the ideal solution, achieving it in the
short term is unlikely. For now, temporary arrangements (e.g., joint
exploitation management) can prevent the escalation of tensions and
allow sufficient time to work toward a solution.

5. Conclusion

Negotiations and delimitation processes are always political in nature.
With sufficient political will, most of these issues can be resolved.
Considering the political situation of Turkey, Greece, Cyprus, Egypt,
and Libya, joint exploitation management offers a viable alternative.
It is natural for all parties to take a maximalist stance: Greece insists
on the full effect of its islands; Cyprus advocates for the median line
between the coasts; and Turkey pursues the Blue Homeland Doctrine.
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Alongside existing solutions, a realistic approach grounded in the
principles of international law can pave the way to a fair outcome.

Keywords: Blue Homeland Doctrine, Exclusive Economic Zone,
Three-stage Delimitation Method, Turkey, Greece
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1. Libyan Government of National Accord (GNA).
2. The MoU, op.cit.
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5. Libyan Political Agreement of Skhirat, as Signed on 17 December 2015, Art.
8(2)(F).
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1. Letter Dated 26 December 2019 from the Chargé d’affaires of the Permanent
Mission of Libya to the United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General:
Explanatory Note from the Permanent Mission of the State of Libya to the United
Nations on the Memorandum of Understanding Signed on 27 November 2019
between the Government of National Accord of Libya and the Government of the
Republic of Turkey Regarding the Delimitation of Maritime Jurisdiction Areas in the
Mediterranean, UN Doc A/74/634.

2. Head of Libya Parliament Says Turkey-Libyan Deal Invalid, Accessed 12
December 2019, available at: https://www.reuters.com/article/us-greece-libya-
turkey/head-of-libya-parliament-says-turkey-libyan-deal-invalid-
idUSKBN1YG26Z.

3. Letter Dated 14 February 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Greece to the
United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/706.

4. Note Verbale Dated 23 December 2019 from the Permanent Mission of Egypt to
the United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/628.

5. Letter Dated 24 April 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the
United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/824—-S/2020/332;
Letter Dated 20 July 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Cyprus to the United
Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/962.

6. Letter Dated 29 April 2020 from the Permanent Representative of the Syrian Arab
Republic to the United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc
A/74/831.
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1. The MoU, op.cit.
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1. UN Doc A/74/757, op.cit.
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Available at: https://www.mfa.gov.tr/site_media/ntml/Turkish-Foreign-Policy-on-
Maritime-Boundary-Energy-lssues-in-the-Eastern-Mediterranean.pdf.



aY | 01,8 5 O gu p

355 7,5 55 0gdy 5558 5345 ol 2ls opl by b 1B 05 sl s 53 A3l
S50 b5 i 4y pl8l 5 03l 513 SSS Blie 53 Wds 1y 35 ol g ¢l 0ol
SBaS 5 b flie 55 aSST 5 i con med @ 5o od (ol LG . Lil05 5as

(O a2i) Ll H1 3 0bs Jolo 5 S Ss o blie s cansl asls

‘..AL%S Ceslanl g3 osled demed b od Jole b -0 aS 5 Jole b - Y Wl

Y14 J"“J" Yv 'CJ‘,.«

Jwa.o—;)bﬁ &L;J.:)'JA 3 gd> Jododd ML:.EJ‘_,A Y-Y
OU s 5358 53 ¢ 23 50 e (P P 53 (o 545 5 el Zodlanl HLisil Cdlaa
Golamil aibaie 39l Wdow o sas > (Glasluidlee Yo S ST F 43 ae g

V55 e Lol B dl il s (63l

1. Agreement between the Government of the Hellenic Republic and the Government
of the Arab Republic of Egypt on the Helimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone
between the Two Countries on 6 August 2020; Constantinos Yiallourides, “Some
Observations on the Agreement between Greece and Egypt on the Delimitation of the
Exclusive Economic Zone”, available at: https:// www. ejiltalk. org/18969-2, Last
Visited 25 August 2021.
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1. Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab Republic of Egypt on the
Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone on 17 February 2003.
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1 Deniz Baran, “The Legal Aspects of the Eastern Mediterranean Crisis” Al Sharq
Strategic Research, (2020), p. 8

2 The Agreement, op.cit. Art.(1)(a), Art.(1)(d).
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Letter Dated 18 November 2021 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the
United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/76/557—-S/2021/961;
Letter Dated 19 May 2022 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the United
Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/76/842-5/2022/405.
4. Agreement between the Government of the Republic of Lebanon and the
Government of the Republic of Cyprus on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic
Zone on 17 January 2007.
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1. Agreement between the Government of the State of Israel and the Government of
the Republic of Cyprus on the Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone, Signed
in Nicosia on 17 December 2010, Entry into Force: 25 February 2011.

2. Law of the Sea Bulletin, No. 100, (2019), p. 18.

3. Kasapoglu, op.cit.

4. Letter Dated 25 April 2014 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the
United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/68/857.
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1. Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (TRNC).
2. Yoshifumi Tanaka, The International Law of the Sea, Third Edition (Cambridge
University Press, 2012) pp. 186-187.



VECF Ol | AY ojled | YV 0,95 | as08 Qb= ingh als aslibad | BA

VY sle Solomylie 5 3905 ol Ju 1y il bl Jool olal 0T oo b
by el 5 ) (e )
Lol > B s 0 gl 557 g & 45 5 ¢ 0T by 03 utomn ail 528 2y Ol S
B 050l 557l 53 558 e gl ol by el 03 505 Ll 1, OT (g &5 5 S0 o
4S5 L g it sl 8T el (Ml B0 L5 S s 4575 sl Jlas
Jhedlom Gsim & a3 SIS 53 bk aS 5 coplagm s LT dal i LIS
Lael VAAY alus 53 1) balys G O gansl 67 487 55 ol ool 05 ST USTS
5 B DU aS 5y e Condy 5 sl 53 ool i 505 0T w0 58 038

Ll odd S5 by B st O sendl 557 9 VAOA (Sla 0 5l 557 55 e

5 V0N Gl godl 55 53 je 5 (od (w73 Obg S § Cugeae Condy ) Jo
Ll s G sa> O gl 55

- - - - - iy fon) e SLo3 O sl S
- VAOA o415 M5 O gannsl S

- VAAY Laliys G yim O somil 55

e
s ol Ll sae oy
e —0U 5y aolzibl o ¢ od —aS 5 @alis Blsl I Cniin (550 bsls
(g o) M 5 oalail (¢ lamil ke glesl 35 (uan — oS dlzidl se
Uum)ﬁsw;ﬁ,w,“mmcww\q&g,yqsg;}ouﬁ
B S o et gyasy kst 9o b b e g Jled 50 &5 500 s edalin (P
ST st 503 g0l o 5 4S5 5 355 G e Ol e eSS D) 4 YN I o
Sl 0 Lasl TRNC 548" 5 0 YOO Lo s

1. 160th Plenary Meeting, UN Doc A/CONF.62/SR.160; Stephen Roy Lanford,
“Issues and Problem in Mediterranean Maritime Boundary Delimitation: A
Geographical Analysis” (Doctoral thesis, Durham University 1993) pp. 502-503.
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2. UN Doc A/74/757, op.cit; Letter dated 2 July 2020 from the Permanent
Representative of Turkey to the United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General,
UN Doc A/74/936.
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1. Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab Republic of Egypt on the
Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone on 17 February 2003.



VECE Ol | AY o)l | YV 0,95 | o508 Gsdm ipgs cals aslilad | S+

e by il a4 ki Lol adls osladl g (g lesl aibie Llg e

?JJ:).\:U

rd.djwjGC)UJ&;Q;JJ;SJL&?@\&))&L&@L&WWJ—?4.:-34'

J,b)af‘_gﬁ!k»cﬁwla;;r)&&isfLgbcﬁ&\sslijuulj);a)b“ax_.f;

5515 abys Ghlie lls Aty cas clinls 13 ol (gls e wile Lo Koo
s bl G O sl g5 o3l plal p aSl s il e gL ys
s 0T 5 @aladl Ol b s p Sl 6T 5 Oldl S5 S &S olae 5o
SO 55 e Loy g AL 55 b s Gble ple s Al g o i (51
a3 (6 S 3ls Ml Ol Vs (b5 bl (28l ooV o 1

¢SS Y esle 4\?06@\;);@&%1}? Lgpﬂj,cwgp«:}f\)&g

1. UN Doc AJ/74/757, op.cit., UN Doc A/74/936, op.cit., Note Verbale Dated 14
August 2020 from the Permanent Mission of Turkey to the United Nations Addressed
to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/990.

2. Maritime Delimitation and Territorial Questions between Qatar and Bahrain (Qatar
v. Bahrain), ICJ Reports, (2001), p. 97, para. 185.
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1. Ibid., Territorial and Maritime Dispute (Nicaragua v. Colombia), ICJ Reports
(2012), p. 674, para. 139.
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2. Dispute Concerning Delimitation of the Maritime Boundary between Bangladesh

and Myanmar in the Bay of Bengal (Bangladesh/Myanmar) ITLOS Reports (2012),
p. 46, para. 147.
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https://www.reuters.com/article/us-lebanon-israel-talks/israel-lebanon-sea-border-
talks-postponed-idUSKBN28A10P.
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1. North Sea Continental Shelf Cases (Federal Republic of Germany/Denmark;
Federal Republic of Germany/Netherlands) 1CJ Reports(1969), p. 51, para. 96.

2. Land and Maritime Boundary between Cameroon and Nigeria (Cameroon v.
Nigeria: Equatorial Guinea intervening), ICJ Reports (2002), pp. 443-445, para. 295
3. Maritime Delimitation in the Black Sea (Romania v. Ukraine), ICJ Reports (2009),
p. 89, para. 77.
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3. Sean D Murphy, International Law Relating to Islands (Leiden: Brill Nijhoff, 2017)
pp. 172-173.
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Letter dated 21 August 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Turkey to the
United Nations addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/997-S/2020/826.
2. Bowett.

3. Bangladesh/Myanmar, op.cit., p. 221, para. 77.

4. Delimitation of Maritime Areas between Canada and France, Reports of
International Arbitral Awards, VVol. XXI, (1992), pp. 279-280. para. 24.

5. Award of the Arbitral Tribunal in the Second Stage of the Proceedings between the
Government of the State of Eritrea and the Government of the Republic of Yemen
(Maritime Delimitation), Reports of International Arbitral Awards, Vol. XXII, (1999),
p. 368, para. 146.

6. Baran, op.cit. p. 13.

7. Eritrea and Yemen, op.cit., p. 368, paras. 147-148.

8. Ibid., pp. 369-371, paras. 154-159.
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. Qatar v. Bahrain, op.cit., pp.104, 109 , paras. 219-220, 222 .<S" ., 4 i aadlas gl

2. Romania v. Ukraine, op.cit., pp. 109-110, para. 149.

3. Nicaragua v. Colombia, op.cit., pp. 686-688, paras. 168-169.

4. Ibid., pp. 710-713, para. 237.

5. Maritime Delimitation in the Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Ocean and Land
Boundary in the Northern Part of Isla Portillos (Costa Rica v. Nicaragua), 1CJ (2018),
p. 59, para. 154.



VECE Ol | AY o)l | YV 008 | o508 G i b ale aslilad | 56

LKl 5l 315 S Gls 5o LeadS 5 S 81IKS oo 5, -V &k

Slp OT a0 58 5 4S5 ol 5 iz o (B0 holipn b ST
Jlo a5lnSS Last ¢ o p3 (6l 5 Sl g yn0 o g 4l Lot 4 a8 sl ot 0Ly
33 o 3l flen S diles ol pa a8 5 s 5l el b s a aS Y0 1]
M\}ﬁ-&ywurﬁbﬁ-c&TijJJWbcbﬂd;\}L;JW\LS)LA-"J‘M
4 Sl (S s lhdie Sy g 4115 (953 03 30mn 45 (S5 0 5 shte 43 5
el 2 g5 e b Ll il el 05l 5 i 428 53 5osls Ol &S
e 3 Bl Jol Lol an Yl G i J gl 4 0358 oo 5 (oWl ar L) 15
Tk a8 S Sl o WA 2,158 05
Jlie ST sl a7 (alad J1 5 ) 5i8 Jsn ol dsb sl ((sulay s
b as 8 ks faa Jgl 5 plosl Ol LIS o b g cnl )15 4S5 Jo L
OWIT blis glacsT s 5 &S Lils Jolguw o8 abs 51 Jlad 6l )5 4 o

1. UN Doc A/75/929, op.cit., UN Doc A/74/550, op.cit.
2. Canada and France, op.cit., pp. 279-280, para. 24.
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1. UN Doc A/74/706, op.cit.

2. Letter Dated 20 April 2020 from the Permanent Representative of Greece to the
United Nations Addressed to the Secretary-General, UN Doc A/74/819.

3. UN Doc A/74/990, op.cit., UN Doc A/74/936; UN Doc A/74/757.
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1. Malcolm N. Shaw, International Law, Eighth Edition (Cambridge University Press,
2017), p. 67.
2. Agreement between the Republic of Cyprus and the Arab Republic of Egypt on the

Delimitation of the Exclusive Economic Zone on 17 February 2003.
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1. Declarations Recognizing the Jurisdiction of the Court as Compulsory (Greece, 14
January 2015), available at: https://www.icj-cij.org/en/declarations/gr.
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Summary of the Position Paper of the Government of the People’s Republic of China
on the Matter of Jurisdiction in the South China Sea Arbitration by the Republic of
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0.html; The South China Sea Arbitration (Philippines v. China), Award on
Jurisdiction and Admissibility of 29 October 2015, PCA Case No. 2013-19, pp. 140-
147, paras. 398-411.
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2. Clive Schofield, “Defining Areas for Joint Development in Disputed Waters”,
University of Wollongong, (2014), available at: https:// ro. uow. edu. au/
Ihapapers/1622.
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