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Abstract

One of the fundamental criteria in determining penalties for drug-related offenses is the
weight of the substances. Given various factors, narcotic and psychotropic substances
available in the country are often impure and mixed with additives outside the standard
processing of these substances.In this regard, a fundamental question arises: at the stage of
determining responses to drug-related offenses, is it necessary to determine the purity of these
substances?

In Iran’s judicial system, two distinct approaches are observed on this matter. The dominant
judicial criminal policy in prosecutor’s offices and Islamic Revolutionary Courts adopts a
security-oriented interpretation.This approach, based on a conventional understanding of the
meaning of narcotics and its broad interpretation, excessive reliance on law enforcement
reports, the supremacy of public interest over individual rights, and a text-centric view of the
law, holds that determining the purity of narcotics is unnecessary for imposing criminal
sanctions.

In contrast, there is an expediency-oriented approach. This interpretive perspective, reflected
in some rulings of the Supreme Court, including the General Assembly of the Criminal
Chambers, relies on the principle of caution in matters of life, legal standards, and the
principle of dar’a (avoiding punishment in case of doubt), restrictive interpretation of
criminal law, and a justice-oriented reading of the law.

This approach advocates for determining punishment based on the purity of the narcotic
substances. In the present study, through an analytical-descriptive method, while examining
and evaluating the two aforementioned approaches concerning the concept of narcotic
substances and their reasoning, it is concluded that the security-oriented approach, given its
relied-upon evidence, leads to judicial legislation.However, the expediency-oriented
interpretation is more realistic and consistent with the principles of criminal law
interpretation. Based on this, it is necessary for the legislator to revise the criteria for
determining responses in the Anti-Narcotics Law and establish a precise and fair basis, in
addition to the weight of the substances, for assessing the culpability and deservingness of
punishment for the offender.

Keyword: Drugs and psychotropic substances, judicial criminal policy, determination of
purity, interpretation, security-oriented and expediency-oriented approach.
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