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Abstract

This article takes a comprehensive approach to examining the concept of justice
and its place in Islamic thought, particularly from the perspectives of Martyr Sadr
and Ayatollah Khamenei. The research argues that justice goes beyond mere equal-
ity and means placing everything in its rightful position and giving everyone their
due. Therefore, various types of justice, including distributive, corrective, formal,
substantive, natural, positional, individual, and social justice, are examined to both
approach the true meaning of justice and understand its different dimensions while
distinguishing between them.

As aresult of this examination, both Martyr Sadr and Ayatollah Khamenei empha-
size the importance of justice as a fundamental principle in Islam, seeing it as the
core of Islamic governance. Both thinkers consider social justice as a primary goal
in an Islamic society. Martyr Sadr stresses public cooperation and social balance
as two main pillars of social justice, while Ayatollah Khamenei emphasizes the
importance of equality before the law and the elimination of discrimination. De-
spite these differences, it can be said that both thinkers recognize social justice as
the foundation of Islamic governance and have made efforts to clarify the meaning
and position of this concept in society and Islamic government.
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1. Introduction

Justice is universally recognized as a paramount human goal, inherent
to human existence, and a persistent subject of discourse in socio-political
thought. In the contemporary world, the execution of justice is primarily en-
trusted to governments. The Islamic society and government are not exempt
from this responsibility; rather, Islam, as a comprehensive way of life, posits
justice as its ultimate objective. This research specifically investigates the
perspectives on justice held by two prominent Islamic jurists, Shahid Mu-
hammad Bagqir al-Sadr and Ayatollah Sayyid Ali Khamenei. The study aims
to analyze and compare their ideological approaches and practical strategies
for achieving Islamic justice within the Islamic governmental system, there-
by delineating both the theoretical and operational dimensions of justice.
Justice, in general, and social justice, in particular, hold foundational status
as primary legal principles within the monotheistic worldview of an Islamic
government, such that the failure of such a government to uphold justice
constitutes a deviation from the Sharia and the spirit of the Islamic religion.

2. Research Methodology

This study employs a descriptive-analytical and comparative approach,
focusing on the conceptual and implementation frameworks of justice and
social justice within the intellectual systems of Shahid Sadr and Ayatollah
Khamenei. The research draws foundational context from classical and mod-
ern definitions of justice, including views from Plato, Aristotle, Rawls, and
key Islamic thinkers like Martyr Motahari. A central methodological step
involves analyzing core definitional elements, identifying key concepts such
as I'tidal (moderation), Insaf (fairness), and Istihgaq (entitlement), which are
deemed central to the discourse on justice. The primary goal is to extract
and articulate the jurists’ specific models for ‘Adalat-Varz1 (Justice-Doing),
particularly in the socio-political sphere, and assess their shared vision re-
garding the pivotal role of justice in establishing legitimacy and governance
in an Islamic state.

3. Research Findings

The investigation reveals significant convergences and divergences in the
approaches of the two thinkers:

A. Conceptualization of Justice: Both jurists fundamentally define
justice as "placing everything in its proper position" (Wad‘ al-Shay’ fi ma
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Waudi‘a la-h) and "giving everyone their due right" (I'ta” kulli dhi haqqin
haqqah). Ayatollah Khamenei stresses that justice is not synonymous with
absolute equality, as equality can sometimes constitute injustice.

B. Shahid Sadr’s Social Justice Model: Shahid Sadr anchors social jus-
tice deeply within the Tawhidi worldview, viewing it as the social mani-
festation of Divine Justice, realized through the human collective's role as
God’s vicegerent (Khalifa). He theorizes a detailed, implementable Islamic
model of social justice built upon two essential elements within the Islamic
economic system:

1. General Cooperation (Ta‘awun ‘Umiimi): This necessitates univer-
sal mutual responsibility and obligates the Islamic state to enforce religious
duties, including ensuring the financial well-being of the incapable.

2. Social Balance (Tawazun Ijtima 1): This requires the state to provide
a minimum adequate standard of living for all individuals, elevate the stand-
ard of living for the less affluent, restrict the consumption and expenditure of
high-income individuals to reasonable levels, and actively prevent the con-
centration of wealth in the hands of a specific class.

C. Ayatollah Khamenei’s Social Justice Perspective: Ayatollah
Khamenei emphasizes that justice transcends personal virtue, defining it as
an encompassing social system. He views social justice as the elimination
of unjust discrimination and deep gaps between classes and entitlements. It
mandates that the government and all citizens be treated equally before the
law, without special, unwarranted privileges. He posits that justice is the core
message and goal of all divine religions and the Islamic Revolution.

D. Comparison: While both agree on the paramount, foundational role
of justice, Shahid Sadr's analysis exhibits greater scholarly depth and spe-
cific theorization concerning the rules of economic distribution and social
balance, owing to his systematic work in Islamic economics.

4. Conclusion

The analysis confirms that both Shahid Sadr and Ayatollah Khamenei
view social justice as a central, pivotal, and destiny-making principle of the
Islamic government, mandated by religious texts and divine law. Shahid
Sadr explicitly frames justice as the second principle of the religion (Ustl
al-Din) alongside Tawhid, crucial for human intellectual and social devel-
opment. Ayatollah Khamenei affirms that the entire structure and legitimacy
of the Islamic Republic rests upon the pursuit of justice and the fight against
discrimination. Ultimately, the concept of Justice-Doing (‘Adalat-Varzi)
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demonstrates a profound theoretical convergence between the two esteemed
jurists regarding the essential role of justice in validating and steering an
Islamic political system.
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