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After the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991, Russia, with the aim of preserving its territorial
integrity and preventing another collapse by adopting strategies and resorting to various means,
has taken steps to establish military bases and expand political influence in the countries of the
South Caucasus. Also, Russia, by investing and being present in energy equations and strategic
corridors in the region, is now acting as a superior and influential power in the South Caucasus.
In the meantime, Russian officials have sought to maintain their sphere of influence in the
layers of power in the South Caucasus, which, while preserving the Kremlin's share of the
power structure in the region, will contribute significantly to the development of its ambitions
and gaining a hegemonic position on the Eurasian chessboard. The present study, with a
futures-oriented approach, seeks to answer the main question: What strategy is Russia pursuing
for establishing order in the South Caucasus? The hypothesis that can be put forward is that
after the collapse of the Soviet Union and the decline of Russian power in the South Caucasus,
the Kremlin, with the aim of maintaining its territorial sovereignty through operations to
establish order and create political, economic, cultural, and military arrangements, has gained
significant influence in the South Caucasus, which has made Russia the dominant power in the
region. In the meantime, Moscow authorities are trying to maintain their influence and
hegemonic power in the South Caucasus, which, while securing and guaranteeing their
interests in the region, allows Russia to influence the decisions of regional governments and
thereby preserve the future order and equations of the South Caucasus in favor of the Kremlin
and to the detriment of competing actors. This research is qualitative in nature, and in terms of
its implementation method, it is of a descriptive-explanatory type that is written with a futures-
oriented approach.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The growing need of the South Caucasus
countries to sell and transport energy and find a
suitable market for it has paved the way for
Russia’s presence in the region. On the other
hand, the political and security dependencies of
some South Caucasus countries on Russia have
enabled Russia to achieve its long-term goals as
a global power and the sole regional hegemon,
which will have a significant impact on
maintaining and expanding the Kremlin’s
sphere of influence in the South Caucasus. By
employing various tools and policies and
influencing the security arrangements of the
region, Russia has sought to exert and maintain
influence in the region and advance its foreign
policy goals.

Methodology

The present research is of an applied type and
has a descriptive-explanatory approach. In the
descriptive-explanatory method, the researcher
seeks to accurately describe the current state of
a subject or phenomenon, which includes
collecting information to test a hypothesis or
answer questions related to the current state of
the subject under study, and its purpose is not to
create change or intervene in that phenomenon;
rather, it only describes it. Descriptive research
has both an applied aspect and a basic aspect in
which the results of this research are used in
decision-making and policy-making, as well as
planning, in the applied dimension. This
research is of a qualitative nature and was
conducted with a futures research approach.
Futures research seeks to understand existing
trends and events more accurately to identify
alternative futures and is the knowledge that
identifies more likely and possibly more
desirable futures among possible futures. The
collection of primary research information and
data was carried out based on library and
Internet studies.

Results and discussion

Since the collapse of the Soviet Union in 1991,
Russia has considered maintaining its influence
in the South Caucasus as part of its strategic
interests to remain the main power in the former
Soviet Union. Competition with the United
States and the West, and more importantly,

opposition to their intervention in the South
Caucasus as part of the near abroad (Krickovic
& Pellicciari, 2021: 93), are among the factors
that shape Russia’s strategic ambitions in the
South Caucasus.

Russia is doing its utmost to maintain its
dominance over the South Caucasus region and
IS trying to consolidate its position in the South
Caucasus through organizations under its
leadership, such as the Collective Security
Treaty Organization and the Eurasian Economic
Union. By deepening and institutionalizing
these organizations, which are mainly under
Moscow’s influence; It can further expand its
informal control over these countries in various
economic, energy, trade and defense spheres
(Racz, 2012: 1). Russia’s military presence in
Karabakh is a trump card for Putin, who has
been waiting for such an opportunity for years
to deploy a significant and legitimate military
force on Azerbaijani soil. In fact, the 2020
Karabakh agreement goes beyond all existing
field equations and is separate from what Baku
and Yerevan achieved. This agreement is a
Russian attempt to “restore part of the security
sphere of the former Soviet Union”. That is why
in Western circles the Karabakh ceasefire
agreement is referred to as the “Russian
method” or the “Moscow agreement” to end the
44-day conflict. (Shirazi & Jafarifar, 2022: 14).
The Kremlin insists on its presence along the
corridor, citing the provisions for Russian
security personnel to manage the land corridor
in the 2020 ceasefire agreement between
Armenia and Azerbaijan brokered by Moscow.
Moscow has attempted to lead negotiations on
transport and communications with the 2021
Trilateral Commission of Russia, Armenia, and
Azerbaijan, and in key bilateral formats
(Melvin, 2024: 23-24). Russia is a vital
economic actor for the South Caucasus
countries. Indeed, sanctions imposed on Russia
due to its invasion of Ukraine have strengthened
the interdependence between Russia (through
the Eurasian Economic Union, Belarus, and
Central Asia) and the countries of the region.
The Ukrainian war has far-reaching
implications for the geoeconomics of the South
Caucasus, and the region’s role as an energy and
trade corridor is becoming even more important
for Russia (Akhvlediani, 2024: 5). While
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Armenia may be able to “move away from
Russia” by  diversifying its  security
partnerships, there are real limits to how far
Armenia can go, at least in the medium term (De
Waal, 2024: 4). Moscow may also be prepared
to threaten Yerevan with more direct responses
if Armenia deviates from Russian interests
(Barseghyan, 2024: 1).

Conclusion

After Putin came to power in 1999, Russia’s
expansionist mentality in the peripheral regions
has been the dominant aspect of the Kremlin’s
foreign policy behavior in the South Caucasus.
The continuation of this view has been a factor
in Moscow considering the security issues in
this region inseparable from its vital interests. In
this regard, Russia has resorted to creating
concepts such as “near abroad” and “Russian
Monroe Doctrine” (Simbar & Shiravand, 2016:
117), which indicate the importance of this
region in the view of Kremlin officials. Kremlin

officials believe that Russia must remain the
leading power in the region in order to maintain
its territorial integrity and prevent further
collapse. Therefore, Moscow is trying to expand
its sphere of power and influence in the South
Caucasus region and, through this, is trying to
shape the equations of power and regional order
in line with its strategic goals and policies. As
the Russian Federation, by ceding the region to
the West, will degrade its position and
credibility in the South Caucasus region.
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