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urban environments’ dynamic and multi-dimensional nature. This research addresses the critical
need for sustainable environmental interventions from consultation-based decision-making pro-
cesses with urban elites. The key challenge highlighted in this study is the shift from centralized de-
cision-making to a more inclusive, evidence-based, decentralized consensus-building framework
that continuously and sustainably integrates expert knowledge.

The central aim of this study is to explore the potential of blockchain-based consensus algorithms
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in enhancing the effectiveness of decision-making in strategic urban planning. The goal is to iden-
tify how these data-driven, decentralized systems can be adapted to the unique needs of urban
planning processes that rely heavily on expert consensus, especially when addressing complex
urban challenges. Specifically, the research investigates the adaptability of blockchain consensus
mechanisms as the origin framework (source context), compared to the expert-based consensus
mechanisms employed in urban planning, which serve as the target context. This comparative ap-
proach is essential to determine whether blockchain’s systematic data validation can be integrated
into urban planning’s diverse and environmental data, ensuring decision-making is not only da-
ta-driven but also contextually sensitive.

The necessity of this research arises from the pressing need to move away from centralized urban
decision-making, which often neglects the diverse perspectives of urban elites and experts. In
many urban governance models, a top-down approach fails to consider the varying complexities
of urban spaces, leading to policies ill-suited to local conditions. Given the high costs and long-term
implications of urban planning decisions, there is an urgent need for a methodological shift that
fosters transparency, accountability, and adaptability. Blockchain offers a promising avenue by fa-
cilitating a distributed decision-making framework that could potentially resolve these issues, pro-
viding a more effective way to ensure sustainable urban interventions and long-term city resilience.
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Materials and Methods

Methodologically, the research employs a comparative analysis to assess
the potential compatibility between blockchain-based consensus algo-
rithms and expert-based urban planning mechanisms. The study follows
a structured approach by first identifying the core capabilities of both the
blockchain and urban planning consensus processes. This leads to iden-
tifying three structural equations reflecting the consensus processes in
the blockchain and urban planning contexts. These equations serve as
the basis for understanding the relationships between different factors
and their role in achieving consensus within each system. Subsequent-
ly, the research investigates the validity and relevance of these structural
equations to ensure their applicability in real-world scenarios. Through
this process, the study identifies key factors crucial to bridging the gap
between these two distinct approaches.

As the study progresses, it focuses on reducing the complexity of inte-
grating these systems by employing De Morgan’s laws, which facili-
tate the identification of necessary and sufficient conditions within the
consensus-building process. These conditions help define the essential
components that must be present for a successful alignment between
blockchain and urban planning mechanisms. The research then presents
a simplified version of the general structural equation, further refining it
to enhance precision and applicability. Developing twenty distinct sce-
narios based on the relationships between these necessary and sufficient
conditions allows for exploring various urban planning contexts, ensuring
that the proposed model can be adjusted to suit different urban environ-
ments.

A key contribution of this study is the formulation of an adaptable con-
sensus equation, which includes an initial constraint coefficient (\) and
environmental adjustment factors (). These components allow for the
flexibility required to adjust the model to the specific conditions of var-
ious urban contexts. This adaptable equation reflects the unique envi-
ronmental factors influencing urban planning and the need for a tailored
approach in each decision-making process. By introducing these adjust-
ment factors, the model emphasizes the importance of considering local

conditions in urban planning decisions, thereby improving the overall
transparency and responsiveness of the decision-making process.

The results of this research underscore the importance of integrating
blockchain technology into the decision-making process in urban plan-
ning. The adaptability of blockchain-based consensus models ensures
that urban planning decisions are grounded in data and responsive to
urban environments’ changing needs and conditions. By incorporating
expert insights and environmental data, this model offers a more flexible,
dynamic, and efficient framework for urban governance. Furthermore, the
research highlights the need for ongoing consultations with urban elites,
ensuring that urban planning decisions are continually refined and im-
proved in line with emerging challenges and opportunities.

Findings

Ultimately, the findings of this study provide valuable insights into the
potential applications of blockchain in urban planning, particularly in cre-
ating more transparent, accountable, and data-driven decision-making
processes. The implications of these findings extend beyond theoretical
frameworks, offering practical tools for urban planners and decision-mak-
ers who seek to integrate new technologies into their governance models.
The proposed adaptable consensus equation can serve as a standard tool
for enhancing decision-making in urban planning, improving the quality
of decisions, and ensuring that urban interventions are both sustainable
and effective in addressing the complexities of modern cities.

Conclusion

This research contributes significantly to the field by bridging the gap
between blockchain technology and urban planning decision-making.
It offers a novel perspective on how decentralized systems can enhance
consensus-building and provides a comprehensive methodology for
integrating these systems into urban governance. The proposed model
has the potential to reshape how cities approach planning, making the
process more inclusive, transparent, and adaptable to the ever-changing
urban landscape.
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1) Proof of Work (PoW) (Haber & Stornetta, 1991) 2) Proof of Stake (PoS) (King & Nadal, 2012) 3) Delegated Proof of Stake (DPoS) (Larimer, 2022) 4)
Proof of Elapsed Time (PoET) (Higgins, 2022; McFarlane, 2024; Investopedia Team, 2023) 5) Byzantine Fault Tolerance (BFT) (Lamport, 1982) 6) Hybrid
PoW/PoS (PoWS) (Vasin, 2023; Nakamoto, 2008; King & Nadal, 2012) 7) Proof of Activity (PoA) (Bentov, Lee, Mizrahi, & Rosenfeld, 2014) 8) Proof of Burn
(PoB) (Proof of burn, 2018; Karantias, Kiayias, & Zindros, 2019) 9) Leased Proof of Stake (LPoS) (Eyal, Gencer, Sirer, & Renesse, 2016) 10) Proof of Capac-
ity (PoC) (Nakamoto, 2008) 11) Proof of Authority (PoA) (Wood, 2014, p. 14) 12) Proof of Reputation (PoR) (Coinbase, 2025) 13) Proof of Weight (PoWe)
(Gilad, Hemo, Micali, Vlachos, & Zeldovich, 2017) 14) Proof of Storage (PoSt) (Benet, 2014; Protocol Labs, 2017)
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1) Public Choice Theory (PCT) (Buchanan & Tullock, 1999, pp. 19-25) 2) General Equilibrium Theory (PET) (Arrow & Debreu, 1954)  3) Network
Governance Theory (NGT) (Rhodes, 2007); (Kapucu & Hu, 2020) 4) Social Learning Theory (SLT) (Bandura, Dorothea, & Ross, 1961) 5) Complex
Systems Theory (CST) (Prigogine & Stengers, 1985) 6) Social Contract Theory (SCT) (Rawls, 2020, pp. 3-53) 7) Social Capital Theory (SCAT)
(Putnam, 1995) 8) Behavioral Economics Theory (BET) (Kahneman, 2013) 9) Self-Efficacy Theory (SET) (Schwarzer & Jerusalem, 1995) 10)
Rational Choice Theory (RCT) (Becker, 2013, pp. 5-14) 11) Game Theory (GT) (Nash, 1950) 12) Welfare Economics Theory (WET) (Pigou, 2013)

13) Economics of Information Theory (EIT) (Akerlof, 1970)

14) Institutional Economics Theory (IET) (North, 1990)
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