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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract
Environmental issues are among the most pressing global and national
PP: 560-579 challenges of our time. Raising public awareness in this area can
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significantly contribute to reducing environmental risks and promoting
responsible behavior among citizens. This study investigates the social
factors influencing environmental risk awareness and commitment to
pro-environmental citizenship among residents of Kermanshah, Iran,
using a mixed-methods approach. Qualitative data were collected through
thematic analysis of interviews with experts in sociology and
environmental studies, while the quantitative phase employed a
descriptive survey of 384 citizens over the age of 18, selected using
Cochran’s formula. Data were analyzed using SPSS and MAXQDA
software through descriptive and inferential statistics. The findings
revealed that variables such as environmental risk awareness, religiosity,
cultural capital, social capital, and employment status had a significant
positive impact on environmental citizenship commitment, whereas
individualism had a negative effect. Moreover, age and economic capital
were found to influence environmental commitment indirectly. The
qualitative results further highlighted the importance of education, media
outreach, social engagement, and policy frameworks in enhancing
environmental awareness and action. Drawing on sociological theory and
empirical analysis, this research offers a deeper understanding of the
relationship between social structures and environmentally responsible
behavior.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Environmental protection is one of the most
important global concerns today. Ignoring
environmental principles can endanger not
only the health of a country, but also the
biological security of the entire world.
Challenges such as deforestation, air and
water pollution, excessive consumption of
resources, global warming, etc., have led
international, regional and domestic forums to
seriously address the issue of the environment.
One of the tools for measuring the
performance of countries in this area is the
Environmental Performance Index, which has
been presented by Yale University since 2006.

Methodology

From a qualitative perspective, the method of
content analysis and interviews with experts
in the fields of sociology and environment was
used, and from a quantitative perspective, a
descriptive survey using a questionnaire was
conducted among 384 citizens over the age of
18 in Kermanshah.

Results and Discussion

The present study aimed to investigate the
relationship ~ between  awareness  of
environmental risks and commitment to
environmental citizenship, using a mixed
(quantitative and qualitative) approach, and
the findings indicate that awareness of
environmental risks is the most important
predictor of environmental citizenship
commitment in the studied population.
Statistical analysis of quantitative data from
384 individuals showed that the variables of
awareness, religiosity, cultural capital, and
social capital have a positive and significant
effect on commitment to environmentally
responsible behaviors, while individualism
has a negative effect on this type of
commitment. Other variables such as
economic capital, employment status, and age
did not have a significant effect on
environmental commitment or only had an
indirect effect.

Conclusion

The findings are in line with the results of
domestic and international studies such as
Heinz, Palmer, Wallner, Jagers, Schultz, and
Zelzny, who have emphasized the key role of
environmental knowledge, risk perception,
cultural and social values, and a sense of
responsibility in shaping environmental
behaviors.
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