Geography(Regional Planning)
Autumn 2025. Vol 15. Issue 60

ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112

Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Historical study and analysis of the actions of Shah Abbas Safavid (996-
1038 AH) in Mashhad and its impact on urban development

Rostam Saberifar™, Mojtaba Soltani Ahmadi?, Ahmad Reza Motevali®
1. Associate Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Payam-e-Noor University, Tehran,

Iran

2. Associate Professor, Department of Islamic history and civilization, Payam-e-Noor University, Tehran,

Iran

3. Assistant Professor, Department of Islamic history and civilization, Payam-e-Noor University, Tehran,

Iran

ARTICLEINFO

Abstract

PP:70- 87

Use your device to scan and read
the article online

[=1 P [=]

=1

Keywords: Economic
Prosperity Political Unity
Shah Abbas Mashhad
Endogenous Development

Safavid rulers used the concept of religion in various ways. For this
reason, religious symbols had great importance and value for them.
Although the Safavid kings all believed in this and acted on it, Shah
Abbas (996-1038 AH) was the most active of all. For him, Mashhad held
a very important status and dignity. During the reign of Shah Abbas I
(996-1038 AH / 1588-1629 AD), Mashhad experienced considerable
growth and development, such that not only did it change the social
structure of the city, but also caused a comprehensive shift in the overall
policies and economic strategies of the Safavid state. This research, using
a descriptive-analytical method, aims to answer the following essential
questions :What influence did Shah Abbas I’s policies have on the
expansion and development of Mashhad ?Whether the evolution and
development of Mashhad caused the endogenous development of Iran ?
These findings show that after the Safavids’ shift in their strategy from
emphasizing Iraq’s holy centers, the shrine of Imam Reza (AS) replaced
them as the focus of attention, and to some extent, travel to Hejaz was
influenced by it .This policy also prevented the outflow of currency from
Iran .Development of internal trade routes, increased security, and civil
construction planning brought considerable growth in economic
exchange and production and public welfare—elevating Iran to a new
level that reclaimed many privileges previously conceded to the Ottoman
Empire.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

With the rise of the Safavids and the
formalization of Shiism in lIran, the status and
importance of religious centers at home and
abroad increased greatly. For this reason, the
kings of this dynasty did not refrain from
spending material and spiritual expenses on
these centers, especially those that were under
their political control and dominance.
Meanwhile, Mashhad had a special position
for political, religious, and social reasons.
However, initially Mashhad did not have the
same status and position to develop and
progress as Karbala, Najaf, etc. in Irag. During
the reign of the first kings of this dynasty,
especially King Tahmasp, the greatest amount
of funding was allocated to the holy sites of
Irag. Although few steps were taken towards
the development of Mashhad. However, even
these small funds were spent on the
development and reconstruction of the shrine,
and the structural and economic changes in
Mashhad were not very obvious. However,
the same king ordered the preparation of a
gold-plated shrine for the shrine of Imam Reza
(AS), and this structure is known as the first
metal shrine for the shrine of Imam Reza
(AS). The sister of King Tahmasp also ordered
that a gold window be made for this shrine.
According to historical documents, this
window was somehow installed in the place of
the steel window (a place where people
associate it). But the greatest transformation
began when Shah Abbas came to power, and
describing his actions is the main focus of the
research, which will be discussed in detail
below. In this way, an attempt is made to
determine how Mashhad progressed and what
its impact was on the entire country. This is a
fundamental question that has received little
attention so far, and this study aims to answer
it to the best of its ability.

Methodology

This research, using a descriptive-analytical
method, aims to answer the following
essential questions: What influence did Shah
Abbas I’s policies have on the expansion and
development of Mashhad? Whether the
evolution and development of Mashhad
caused the endogenous development of Iran?

Results and Discussion

Safavid rulers used the concept of religion in
various ways. For this reason, religious
symbols had great importance and value for
them. Although the Safavid kings all believed
in this and acted on it, Shah Abbas (996-1038
AH) was the most active of all. For him,
Mashhad held a very important status and
dignity. During the reign of Shah Abbas I
(996-1038 AH / 1588-1629 AD), Mashhad
experienced  considerable growth and
development, such that not only did it change
the social structure of the city, but also caused
a comprehensive shift in the overall policies
and economic strategies of the Safavid state.
These findings show that after the Safavids’
shift in their strategy from emphasizing Iraq’s
holy centers, the shrine of Imam Reza (AS)
replaced them as the focus of attention, and to
some extent, travel to Hejaz was influenced by
it. This policy also prevented the outflow of
currency from Iran. Development of internal
trade routes, increased security, and civil
construction planning brought considerable
growth in economic exchange and production
and public welfare—elevating Iran to a new
level that reclaimed many privileges
previously conceded to the Ottoman Empire.

Conclusion

Unlike his contemporaries before and after
him, Shah Abbas considered various aspects
of the issue in his interventions in the city of
Mashhad. For this reason, the final results
have benefited the people of Mashhad in
particular and the entire country in general. By
creating a strong communication route, he
made access to the Holy Shrine possible
through the construction of a street. Despite
the destruction of some of the buildings from
the Timurid period, he did his best to keep the
overall structure of the city intact. Shah Abbas
utilized  geometric  principles, golden
proportions, and the facades of the buildings
in the development of the ancient courtyard.
He tried to make the complex distinctive by
creating a green path and open space in the
dense fabric surrounding the shrine. In the
social dimension, it occurred with the creation
of the concept of urban zoning, by creating
two upper and lower zones through the
formation of the upper and lower streets.
Conceptually, these categories were more
prominent than the others: Associating
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ideological concepts in the body of Safavid
utopia; creating symbols that give identity to
the city and create a sense of place through
this; instilling sufficient security through the
construction of straight and wide streets;
embodying the characteristics of eternal
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