Geography (Regional Planning)

Autumn 2025. Vol 15. Issue 60
ISSN (Print): 2228-6462 - ISSN (Online): 2783-2112
Journal Homepage: https://www.jgeogeshm.ir/

Research Paper

Evaluating the Competence of Local Managers in Advancing Green
Entrepreneurship in Rural Areas: Case Study: Ludab District,
Boyerahmad Township
Zahra Torkashvand ™!, Ehsan Arjmand?

1. Assistant professor, Department of Human Geography and Planning, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran.
2. Master's degree, Department of Human Geography and Planning, University of Tehran, Tehran, Iran

ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Entrepreneurship plays a crucial role in community development, and
PP: 45-69 green entrepreneurship is a modern approach that combines economic
growth with sustainability. However, local communities alone cannot
effectively drive green entrepreneurship without leadership. Local and
Use your device toscanand read | indigenous managers are essential in this movement, requiring specific
the article online competencies and capabilities to succeed. This research aims to assess
the ability of local managers to lead rural green entrepreneurship. To
. achieve this, 137 local managers from the Ludab district of BoyarAhmad
E E township were surveyed using a Likert scale questionnaire. The findings
indicate that entrepreneurial knowledge and skills, responsibility,
participation and networking, and training significantly impact the
=] performance of local managers in promoting green entrepreneurship.
The study confirms a strong positive relationship between the youth and
higher education of managers and their effective performance in green

Keywords: Local entrepreneurship management. However, the indicators of awareness

managers, of entrepreneurship obstacles and participation and networking were

entrepreneurship, green found to be below average. The research suggests that collaboration

entrepreneurship, Ludab | between local managers and official organizations, as well as

district. strengthening local communities and non-governmental organizations,
can enhance the efficiency of local managers in developing green
entrepreneurship.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Green businesses aim to reduce environmental
damage and fulfill corporate social
responsibilities, thereby enhancing their
reputation and credibility while addressing
quality-of-life needs and providing profitable
opportunities (Tare & Deshmukh, 2023). This
entrepreneurial approach to sustainable
development creates a win-win situation for
entrepreneurs, society, and the environment.
A community with members who have
entrepreneurial thinking and creativity fosters
a dynamic and diverse economy (Donaldson,
2021). Local management plays a crucial role
in advancing green entrepreneurship in rural
areas. Managers can significantly impact the
success or failure of their systems through
strategic  planning, resource allocation,
leadership, and performance management
(Armstrong, 2008: 12).

This study examines the role and capabilities
of local managers in developing rural green
entrepreneurship, specifically in the Ludab
District, Boyerahmad Township. It aims to
offer solutions to enhance the role of local
managers in this area. Highlighting the
integration of Iranian villages into green
initiatives, the research explores local
managers' roles in achieving a sustainable
economy, thereby enriching scientific
literature on the subject. The central question
is: What traits and levels of capabilities are
essential for green entrepreneurship among
village managers?

Methodology

The study involves 137 individuals,
comprising 37 members of Islamic village
councils and village heads, as well as 100
administrative and cultural professionals from
18 rural settlements in the Ludab district of
Boyerahmad  Township. Key  factors
influencing green village planning include:

- The village's earthquake-prone location
(Zagros region),

- Alluvial fan positioning with high
groundwater levels,

- Adequate rainfall, fertile soils, and a river
nearby,

- Access to resources and facilities in Yasuj
and Lodab Townships,

- Climate change-induced droughts and
overuse of water resources,

- Agricultural lands suitable for diverse
crops, and

- A local population familiar with resource
use.

Six indicators measure local managers'
capabilities: responsibility, awareness of
barriers  (cultural, social, institutional,
infrastructural, economic), education,
legality, participation, and entrepreneurial
skills. Data analysis uses t-tests and a
multivariate  regression model. SWOT
analysis is applied to design strategies for
rural green management.

Results and Discussion

The hypothesis validating the multivariate
regression model is confirmed. The model,
encompassing six indicators, effectively
explains how local managers' roles influence
green entrepreneurship in rural areas. At a
0.05 significance level, factors like
entrepreneurial skills, responsibility,
participation, education, and awareness of
obstacles have the greatest impact. However,
legality was not a significant factor.

T-test results reveal above-average scores for
responsibility, entrepreneurial skills, and
education, indicating managerial strengths in
these areas. Conversely, awareness of barriers
and participation scored below average,
suggesting room for improvement. SWOT
analysis positions Lodab district
conservatively,  recommending internal
system  enhancements and  external
opportunity utilization to achieve green
entrepreneurial goals.
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Conclusion

The study concludes that entrepreneurial
skills,  responsibility, participation, and
education significantly impact local managers'
performance in green entrepreneurship
development. These findings align with
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