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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

The present study aims to identify and conceptually analyze the barriers to
PP: 471-487 achieving sustainable architecture in Iran, with a focus on integrating indigenous
capacities and international standards. This research was conducted using a
qualitative, applied, and exploratory approach. Data were collected through
semi-structured interviews with 12 experts in the fields of architecture, urban
planning, climate policy, and energy. Purposeful sampling, combined with the
snowball technique, was employed until theoretical saturation was reached. Data
analysis was carried out using deductive qualitative content analysis with the aid
Elu.-' El of MAXQDA 2022 software. To ensure the credibility of the findings, member

checking was utilized, and independent recoding was conducted to assess
reliability .The results revealed that out of a total of 273 extracted conceptual
Elﬂ codes, four main categories were identified as the challenges to implementing

sustainable architecture: technological challenges (29.6% of all codes),
institutional-managerial challenges (25.6%), socio-cultural challenges (23.4%),
and economic challenges (21.2%). Key themes included the lack of technological
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Keywords: Financing, infrastructure, institutional misalignment, weaknesses in public education and
Issuing Shares, Bonds, cultural awareness, and the high costs of green technologies. These challenges
Borrowing. were organized into a four-layer conceptual model illustrating the interactive

relationships between micro- and macro-level factors in the process of achieving
sustainable architecture. Accordingly, the realization of sustainable architecture
in Iran requires a systemic and interdisciplinary approach in which the
development of indigenous technologies, reform of institutional structures,
enhancement of public awareness, and establishment of economic support
mechanisms operate in a coordinated and synergistic manner.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

In any legal system, the issue of competence—
defined as the legal ability and authority to
adjudicate disputes—is a foundational element
of procedural justice. Particularly in sector-
specific domains like cooperatives, determining
the competent authority becomes complex due
to overlapping jurisdictions, specialized
legislation, and the involvement of multiple
stakeholders. This research investigates the
concept and typology of competence among
judicial and quasi-judicial review authorities
involved in Iran’s cooperative sector. The study
pays particular attention to both inherent and
relative competence and how geographical
components influence jurisdiction .The Iranian
Constitution recognizes cooperatives as one of
the three principal sectors of the economy,
alongside the public and private sectors. Article
44 explicitly mandates that cooperative
companies play a vital role in promoting
equitable economic participation and increasing
national productivity. With over 80 years of
cooperative history since the registration of the
first cooperative company in 1935, these entities
have grown to encompass a wide range of
societal groups—from government employees
and workers to military personnel and
physicians. As a result of this breadth, disputes
within and across cooperatives have increased in
frequency and complexity, necessitating a clear
and coherent framework for dispute resolution.
However, conflicts over jurisdiction among
multiple review bodies—such as cooperative
unions, specialized courts, and administrative
authorities—have often delayed justice and led
to legal uncertainty. This study seeks to clarify
these issues by offering a structured
conceptualization of competence in this legal
field.

Methodology

This study adopts an applied and descriptive-
analytical research methodology. The analysis is
grounded in doctrinal legal research and
supported by the examination of statutory
instruments, judicial practices, and scholarly
commentary. Primary sources include the
Iranian Civil Procedure Code, Commercial
Code, and the Cooperative Law and its executive
regulations. Supplementary sources consist of
judicial precedents, legal encyclopedias,
academic  monographs, and institutional

documents published by Iranian cooperative
authorities.

The researchers conducted a critical content
analysis of legal texts to deconstruct the formal
definitions of "competence" and classify them
into inherent (subject-matter) and relative
(territorial) categories. The study also utilizes a
comparative legal approach to highlight how
cooperative disputes differ from those in
ordinary commercial companies. Additionally,
it considers geographical variations in the
structure and functioning of cooperative review
bodies across Iranian provinces, adding a spatial
dimension to the discussion on legal jurisdiction.

Results and Discussion

The findings of this research highlight that the
cooperative sector in lran operates under a
distinct legal and organizational framework that
requires  specialized  dispute  resolution
mechanisms. Cooperatives differ from other
commercial entities in both structure and legal
expectations. For example, unlike private
companies where voting power is proportional
to shares, cooperatives follow a one-member-
one-vote principle, emphasizing member
equality over capital dominance. This
fundamental difference necessitates a legal
framework that protects the individual rights of
members, regardless of their financial stake.
Types of Competence Identified:

Inherent Competence: This refers to the
authority granted by law to a body to handle
specific subject matters. In the cooperative
sector, disputes may involve issues such as
shareholding rights, election of the board of
directors, approval of financial statements, or
the legal obligations of unions and federations.
In such cases, authorities like the Ministry of
Cooperatives, Cooperative Chambers, or
specialized economic courts are granted subject-
matter competence under specific legal
mandates.

Relative Competence: Relative competence
refers to the territorial jurisdiction in which a
dispute must be heard. The study found
significant inconsistencies in how geographical
jurisdiction is interpreted across regions, leading
to contradictory rulings and legal ambiguity.
Jurisdictional Conflicts and Their
Consequences:

A recurring issue identified in the study is the
conflict of jurisdiction between authorities. For
instance, a  cooperative  dispute  may
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simultaneously fall under the purview of a union
tribunal, a provincial cooperative council, and a
civil court. This not only causes delays but also
risks the nullification of rulings due to claims of
incompetence. Moreover, some authorities may
lack the specialized knowledge required to
adjudicate cooperative-specific disputes
effectively, leading to decisions that fail to
respect cooperative principles.
The Role of Geographical Components:
The geographical spread and diversity of
cooperative entities across Iran have created
further complications. In remote or under-
resourced regions, the lack of competent
authorities results in restricted access to justice
for cooperative members. The absence of
uniform criteria for determining regional
jurisdiction exacerbates inequalities in dispute
resolution services.

Recommendations for Systemic Reform:

o Caodification of competence rules to reduce
ambiguity.

o Establishment of specialized cooperative
tribunals with geographically balanced
representation.

o Training programs for judges and arbitrators
in cooperative law.

o Integration of cooperative chambers and
unions into a unified legal framework with
defined roles in dispute resolution.

Conclusion

This study concludes that the resolution of
disputes in Iran’s cooperative sector requires a
specialized and clearly defined legal framework
that respects the unique features of cooperative
entities. The concepts of inherent and relative
competence must be operationalized in a way
that prevents jurisdictional conflicts and ensures
timely justice. The existing multiplicity of
judicial and quasi-judicial authorities has
created an environment prone to inefficiencies,
redundancies, and legal confusion.

By clarifying the framework of competence—
both conceptually and practically—the legal
system can better support the cooperative sector,
which is wvital to Iran’s socio-economic
development. Institutional coordination,
codified guidelines, and equitable geographic
access to review authorities are essential steps
toward a more just and efficient dispute
resolution system. Ultimately, safeguarding the
legal integrity of cooperative enterprises
contributes not only to economic stability but

also to democratic participation and social
cohesion within the Iranian economy.
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