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The vast country of Iran has always been of interest to trade caravans due
to its strategic importance and its location on the Silk Road as a vital and
economic highway. The purpose of this research is to examine the
characteristics of Qajar period caravanserais. The research method in this
research is field-historical and analytical. Thus, first, historical studies were
conducted, especially in travelogues, in order to obtain communication
routes and intermediate houses of that era. Then, the field study was
combined with information obtained from written sources, and the
aforementioned settlements and historical studies analyzed the
architectural and structural factors of the works. The caravanserais, as a
place for merchants and traders, played a significant role in establishing
trade relations. Caravansers were built in most historical periods of Iran.
Although trade relations with different countries were resumed during the
Qajar period, they never reached the level of previous trade relations.
During this period, a number of caravanserais were built, but due to the
haste in their construction and the use of poor-quality materials, especially
brick, most of these buildings have been largely destroyed or completely
demolished today. This research aims to examine the common features of
these caravanserais by examining the Qajar period caravanserais and their
architectural and structural features.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The architectural style of the Qajar period became
known as the Western architectural style. By
examining the architecture of the Qajar period
caravanserais, it can be seen that it conforms to
the principles of sustainable architecture, and the
results of this study can be referred to energy
conservation, harmony with the climate, reducing
the use of new sources of materials and meeting
the needs of residents, harmony with the site and
holisticism. Attention to caravanserais in the
Qajar period has been focused on the political and
social conditions of each period, as with the
authoritative actions of Nasser al-Din Shah in the
country, the construction of caravanserais has
flourished unlike many other cases, and as a
result, communications and trade have also been
at a high level. Unlike many other historical
buildings, caravanserais are buildings that cannot
be understood in isolation and abstractly; because
they were not built separately and alone. Each
caravanserais, as part of a communication route,
needed other buildings along the same road in
order to have an effective function, so that the
communication chain is complete. The purpose
of this research is to examine the use and
characteristics of Iranian caravanserais during the
Qajar period. This paper attempts to present the
subject, reflect the factors influencing these
developments, and examine the position of
Iranian caravanserais during the Qajar period.

Methodology

The method of this research is historical and the
analysis is  descriptive-analytical  and
accompanied by field and documentary studies,
the area in question is photographed, and a plan is
also prepared. The complete description of the
research method, according to the purpose, type
of data, and the method of implementation is as
follows: In conducting this research, it has been
carried out according to the usual method in
historical research, which is mostly based on
written sources. The tool for collecting
information in the present research is in the form
of library documents. Therefore, by referring to
libraries and examining various sources related to
the Safavid and Qajar periods, including books,
magazine articles, travelogues, quarterly
magazines, reputable Internet sites, etc.,
information related to the time and place of the
research is collected. In addition, survey research
and presence at the caravanserai sites and

collection of useful information in this regard
have been carried out. The use of information
sources from various organizations such as
cultural heritage and tourism has also been
considered in collecting materials.

Results and discussion

The findings of this research indicate that the
caravanserais of the Qajar era, despite their vital
role in facilitating trade, security, and social
interactions, have largely been destroyed or
ruined due to the use of low-quality materials
such as mudbrick and hasty construction.
Architecturally, these caravanserais continued the
Safavid patterns, featuring four-iwan designs and
incorporating elements of postal stations (chapar-
khaneh). Economic, political, social, and cultural
factors—such as trade expansion, centralization
policies, the need for road security, and cultural
exchanges—played a significant role in their
development and evolution. However, declining
construction quality and poor management
during the Qajar period led to their gradual
decline. Today, the surviving caravanserais are
regarded as cultural heritage and tourist
attractions.

Conclusion

The findings of the researcher's studies
showed that regarding the function and
importance of caravanserais, it should be said
that they played an effective role in the
development of human relations in terms of
providing conditions of welfare and security
for trade caravans on the routes. In the aspect
of anthropology and popular culture, the
collection of literary works and poems that
were formed in circles and gatherings that
were sometimes held in coffee houses or in
caravanserais; plays a significant role in
understanding popular culture.  Another
important function of caravanserais is their
effect on the ease of trade, the welfare and
security of merchants from the harm of
bandits and familiarity with the products and
productions of different ethnicities and
nations, which generally occurred in the
communities in the caravanserais, which
added to the importance of these buildings.
Studying the method of construction of the
caravanserais helps to understand the
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architectural style and method of each period.
The difference observed in the construction of
caravanserais in different regions indicates the
difference in the environmental conditions of
that region. As mentioned earlier, the method
of building caravanserais in areas with a
central courtyard. In desert areas with dome-
shaped roofs that allow easier air circulation,
and such differences that were discussed and
examined in their place. What emerges from
this research is that to some extent, the
mismanagement and inadequacy of the Qajar
kings gradually reduced the grandeur of the
growth and prosperity of caravanserais. As we
mentioned, in the remaining works from the
Qajar period, the quality of construction of
these buildings has decreased, and sometimes
even the type of brick used in the construction
of buildings from the Qajar era is of lower
guality, to the point that over time these
buildings have been abandoned and generally
fall out of favor.
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