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ARTICLEINFO | Abstract

Tourism has a wide range of impacts in various areas. One of these areas is urban
PP: 1-26 tourism. Urban tourism attempts to examine tourism as an important and
effective phenomenon in changes (physical, social, political, managerial) and
urban development, and has now shaped another dimension of the urban
economy that leads to the renovation and development of the urban landscape,
transportation system, tourist accommodations, and the improvement and
organization of urban infrastructure. Tourism affects the financial and tax
balances of society through its impact on major economic components such as
EE'-. E income, employment, price levels, supply and demand. In this regard, tourism is

the largest producer of gross domestic product and employment and is the cause
of prosperity in many countries and regions. Sustainability in relation to tourism
entails that everything from the choice of location, structure, facilities and
E equipment, and in general the tourism product for the supply and demand of

tourists, is subject to the protection of the environment and nature for the host
and guest. The purpose of this study is to investigate the historical monuments
and tourist attractions of Al-Ashtar County and its relationship with sustainable
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monuments, tourist information related to the background and research literature. Various books,

attractions, sustainable articles, and magazines were used to collect research data in the definitions and

development, Al-Shatar theoretical literature section of the study. The relationship between tourism and

city. urban development in Imhr consists of three main dimensions: society, economy,
and ecology.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Al-Ashtar County, one of the ancient and
historical regions of Lorestan Province,
enjoys a privileged position in the field of
tourism, with its diverse archaeological sites,
pristine natural attractions, and unique
cultural potential. With a rich history of
civilization and history, such as castles,
tombs, inscriptions, and ancient sites, this
county is known as one of the cultural
treasures of western Iran. In addition to these
historical assets, natural landscapes such as
soaring mountains, clear springs, lush
pastures, and the region's special climate have
made Al-Ashtar an attractive destination for
domestic and foreign tourists. Within the
framework of new concepts of sustainable
development, cultural and natural tourism can
play a key role in economic dynamism,
environmental protection, and strengthening
social identity. Targeted and scientific
exploitation of the historical and natural
potential of Al-Ashtar County, while creating
employment and income for local
communities, can help preserve cultural
heritage and prevent rural migration.
Therefore, examining the link between Al-
Shatar's tourism attractions and sustainable
development is a necessary step towards
developing smart strategies for the
comprehensive development of the region.
Despite having the capacity to become a
model tourism region at the regional level, Al-
Shatar city faces a multiplicity of decision-
makers, weak management, lack of stability in
the region's tourism management, and
inadequate environmental and physical
infrastructure as major obstacles to achieving
this goal. Considering what was stated, the
development of tourism in the city of Al-
Shatar, by providing new employment
opportunities for the residents of Al-Shatar
and preventing the migration of young people
and educated people to the provincial center,
is a means that gives the region new life and
promotes its development. On the other hand,
the development of the Al-Shatar tourism
industry without a proper planning framework
for tourism development will cause
irreparable damage and losses. In recent years,
Al-Shatar tourism has faced a decrease in
tourist attraction. Therefore, the issue in this

research is to identify the indicators of tourism
development in the city of Al-Shatar. What is
the status of Al-Shatar tourism from the
perspective of economic, social, physical and
environmental people?

Methodology

The purpose of this study is to investigate the
historical monuments and tourist attractions
of Al-Ashtar County and its relationship with
sustainable development. In the present study,
the library method was used to collect
information related to the background and
research literature. Various books, articles,
and magazines were used to collect research
data in the definitions and theoretical
literature section of the study. The relationship
between tourism and urban development in
Imhr consists of three main dimensions:
society, economy, and ecology.

Results and Discussion

Since the aim of the research is to investigate
the effects of tourism on urban development,
the three dimensions of urban development
(economic, social, environmental) and the
effects of tourism on them are distinguished.
Economic effects

In many countries of the world, tourism is
considered one of the key sectors for
economic development and progress, and its
most important effect is the creation of
employment and income. The extent of this
effect depends on the type of investment and
the position of this industry in the national
economy (Noorbakhsh et al., 2010: 30)

In general, the direct and indirect economic
effects of tourism on urban development can
be summarized as follows:

A. Creation of employment and increase in
public income at the community level

B. Inflow of foreign capital and investments
into cities

D. Introduction of the city as a tourism pole
D. Increase in the number of people employed
in tourism-related matters

C. Growth of construction and renovation at
the city level

H. Utilization of existing local capabilities
(Norbakhsh et al., 2010: 30).

These benefits can be assessed at national,
regional and local levels. According to
Pearson (1989) and Dyson (1955), the
negative consequences of tourism include:
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a. Inflation (general increase in prices)

b. Seasonal jobs and unemployment

c. Increase in land prices

d. Development of the service sector and the
breakdown of commodity production

c. Reduction of public services

h. Unbalanced development of the region
(Norbakhsh et al., 2010: 30).

Social effects

Some of the most beneficial effects of tourism
on society include:

a. Increasing pride, strengthening local values,
traditions and indigenous culture

b. Increasing contact between tourists and
citizens and strengthening intercultural
communication

d. Revival of local arts and crafts

e. Improving the social and cultural life of the
local community

c. Better protection and maintenance of
cultural relics and historical buildings

Cartier (1996) believes that the negative social
effects of tourism can include:

A. Damage to local culture due to frequent
encounters with tourists from different
cultures

B. Damage to historical buildings and relics
due to increased visits

D. Excessive production of low-quality
handicrafts and commercialization of culture
and handicrafts

D. Increased crime, theft and prostitution and
debauchery

C. Conflicts between city residents (Haly and
Elt, 2012: 649)

Environmental effects

The main basis of tourism-related activities is
the environment. Therefore, even tourism is
forced to preserve the environment and
natural resources in order to survive. This has
caused tourism to have major effects on the
environment, the most important of which are:
A. Helping to protect natural resources and
wildlife, including marine environments

B. Establishing national and regional parks
and reserves

C. Increasing public awareness of
environmental values

D. Improving the environment and natural
landscapes

C. Developing urban green spaces

And the negative effects of tourism include
the following:

A. Destruction of natural resources

B. Air, water and noise pollution

C. Destruction of ancient monuments

D. Increasing the volume of waste in the
region (Hashempour et al., 2012: 55)Russia,
Turkey, Iran, America, the Zionist regime,
China and England are the most important
regional and extra-regional players in the
Caucasus region in this tension, each pursuing
their own geopolitical interests and each
trying to negate each other. The grounds for
the formation of this tension are: 1- revival of
national pride and lIlham Aliyev's instrumental
view of this issue; 2- Removing the Karabakh
spectrum from the arena of power in Armenia;
3- Azerbaijan's perceived isolation in relation
to the threat of Iran and Russia and its
approach to external neighbors; 4- Russia's
attack on Ukraine and creating a power
vacuum in the region; 5- The war of corridors
and the extravagance of Tiurkiye's geo-
economic interests;

It seems that the creation of this corridor will
completely cut off Iran's access to Armenia,
and this has negative consequences for Iran in
various economic, transit, political and
security dimensions, which will destroy Iran's
geopolitical advantage and superiority in the
Caucasus region. Thus, Iran's concerns about
the establishment of the Zangezur Corridor
can be explained in two geopolitical and
geoeconomic axes.

Conclusion

Among human activities, there are few
activities that have been able to
simultaneously attract the attention of
economists, geographers, environmentalists,
psychologists, sociologists, and researchers in
political science and management, and
tourism is certainly one of them. It must be
said that tourism is the most widespread
service industry in the world, and tourism will
certainly expand faster than in the present and
future centuries. If until yesterday, the most
important factor and motivation for tourism
was information received from limited written
sources such as books, newspapers, and
photographs, today the information highways
(Internet), satellite programs, and audio-visual
productions in all countries and regions have
caused a huge number of audiences to move
from one point to another with the motivation
to visit and benefit from the features of
tourism. While the tourism industry has
entered a new era with unprecedented growth
and is expected to increase its importance in
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the global economic system, stakeholders and
the public have increasingly realized the direct
and effective connection between tourism and
the future of societies. In the meantime, the
close relationship between social, economic,
cultural, political dimensions and proper
management of natural resources is a vehicle
for sustainable development, which can
ensure and outline a bright future for a region.
Sustainable tourism development includes
three important aspects, which are: 1-
Environmental protection 2- Conservation of
resources and cultural heritage 3- Respect for
communities. Sustainability in relation to
tourism entails that everything from the
choice of location, structure, facilities and
equipment and in general the tourism product
for the supply and demand of tourists, is
subject to the protection of the environment
and nature for the host and guest. Sustainable
tourism includes all social, economic and
environmental aspects, but the environment
has always been emphasized in it. In the
literature on sustainable tourism development,
the main issues of sustainability include
economic benefits, controlled economic
growth, improved local and regional relations,
and equitable distribution of the benefits of the
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