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Abstract

A "good" village is a settlement that, according to the attitudes, ideals, norms, standards, needs, common and
desired desires of the majority of its residents, is called "good". Therefore, the qualitative concept of "being
good" takes place in the bed of local social experiences and awareness that live in the village environment and
are closely related to the socio-geographical space of such areas. So, this research aimed to identify the
characteristics (in the form of development principles) of a good rural settlement in the eastern of Golestan
province (Kalaleh, Minoodasht and Galikesh cities). The present research was epistemologically subjectivist,
methodologically interpretive, and qualitative in terms of research method. The participants were villagers
residing within the geographical area under study. Using purposeful sampling based on criteria such as
topography, temperature, elevation, land use, distance to urban centers, accessibility (communication facilities
and networks), the presence of a rural development plan ("Hadi" plan), and in consultation with local experts and
specialists from the Housing Foundation of the Islamic Revolution, 15 villages were selected. In these villages,
through purposeful and theoretical sampling, theoretical saturation was reached with 87 participants. In addition
to the library method, based on fieldwork, semi-structured interviews and an interview checklist containing key
questions were employed to understand the local community’s perception of a "good village." Within the
framework of the Grounded Theory Methodology (GTM), following the transcription of the interviews, open,
axial, and selective coding were performed. Based on the analysis, 349 concepts, 81 subcategories, 29 main
categories, and 13 selective categories were identified. According to the findings, from the perspective of the
local community in the eastern region of Golestan Province, a "good village" is one characterized by a
sustainable environment, high social capital, capacities for employment development, a thriving system of
economic activity, adequate welfare and infrastructural facilities, capable local management, continuous
interaction with governmental management, a physically distinctive and identifiable landscape, information
technology, a spirit of advocacy, collective and convergent social behavior, strong rural-urban linkages, a
participatory spirit, and a strong sense of place attachment.

Keywords: Eastern Villages of Golestan Province, Perception of Local Community, Good Village, In-depth
Interview.

Highlight
- From the perspective of the local community, the concept of a "good village" is multidimensional and
integrated.

- The categories of advocacy spirit and physically identifiable landscape were discovered in the present
study as distinct from findings in previous research.

- Attention to the discourse of the local community in determining the substantive and procedural
principles of rural development planning is both essential and inevitable.

1. This article is derived from a doctoral dissertation, which was defended at Kharazmi University by the first author under
the supervision of the second author.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Without addressing the desires, needs, sensitivities, concerns, goals, and aspirations of the rural community, it is
impossible to create an appropriate foundation for achieving rural development. Within the framework of
individuals’ mental geography, the qualitative norms of human settlements are manifested through various
characteristics. The level of economic welfare, the degree of social and cultural development, the quality and
quantity of access to welfare facilities and infrastructure, the structure of the management system, and the
physical characteristics of settlements, in terms of form, function, perception, experience, and ecology, with
other factors, play a crucial role. Thus, it is essential to understand how the norm of being a "good" rural
settlement is reflected across these various features. A "good village" is a relative concept, not an absolute one.
Each village, within its particular spatial context, may have its own distinct discourse on what constitutes a
"good" village. The key point here is the manner in which the rural community’s discourse is understood and
how this understanding is applied in shaping the developmental planning model by policymakers, particularly at
the regional and local levels. Accordingly, the present article sought to answer this fundamental question: What
is the local community’s understanding and perception of a "good village" in the rural areas of Galikesh,
Minoodasht, and Kalaleh in Golestan Province, and how do they interpret this concept?

Methodology

The present research was epistemologically subjectivist, methodologically interpretive, and qualitative in terms
of research method. The participants included villagers residing in the geographical area under study (the rural
regions of Galikesh, Minoodasht, and Kalaleh in Golestan Province). For selecting participants (both rural
residents and local experts) to conduct semi-structured interviews in the target villages, a combination of
purposeful sampling and theoretical sampling was employed. Based on these sampling methods, theoretical
saturation was ultimately achieved with 87 participants. Fieldwork and library research were conducted
periodically over a six-month period, from August to early winter, in the target villages. During this period, in
addition to semi-structured interviews, deep observation technique was also utilized. The research approach was
Grounded Theory, which is one of the interpretive approaches — based on a hermeneutic logic — focusing on
the findings derived from the perceptions of the local community. Within the framework of Grounded Theory
Methodology (GTM), after transcribing the interviews, open coding, axial coding, and selective coding were
performed. Based on the analysis, 349 concepts, 81 subcategories, 29 main categories, and 13 selective
categories were extracted. To ensure the credibility of the findings, Lincoln and Guba’s (1985) method was
employed, applying four criteria, credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability to validate and
verify the trustworthiness of the qualitative (naturalistic) research.

Results and discussion

The "good village," as a phenomenon, is shaped under the influence of specific conditions, mechanisms, and
interactions prevailing within its context, and it consequently encounters particular outcomes. A sustainable
environment, capacities for employment development, a thriving system of economic activity, high social
capital, and adequate welfare and infrastructural facilities are the causal factors that play a key role in the
formation of a good village. However, the effectiveness of these factors is influenced by contextual factors such
as place attachment, a participatory spirit, and collective and convergent social behavior, as well as by
intervening factors, notably continuous interaction with governmental management and capable local
management. Ultimately, what can lead to positive outcomes, such as the emergence of a physically identifiable
landscape, is the attention to and implementation of strategies aimed at strengthening the advocacy spirit within
the local community. This spirit, however, has currently been misdirected due to the policies implemented and
the existing structural frameworks. Compared to previous research, the findings revealed that within the
geographical area under investigation, the features of an advocacy spirit and a physically identifiable landscape
were discovered for the first time in this research. In this regard, the categories of collective and convergent
spirit and information technology correspond respectively with the findings of Badri et al. (2013) and Azizi et al.
(2020). The examination of other components demonstrated that the present study's findings are largely
consistent with those of previous research — notably by Badri et al. (2013), Azizi et al. (2020), Rostam Alizadeh
et al. (2016), and Moore et al. (1998) — especially in social, economic, and physical-spatial dimensions (in
categories such as social capital, employment generation and career development, agricultural development,
physical development, and infrastructure).

Conclusion

The "good village," as a phenomenon, is shaped by specific conditions, mechanisms, and interactions prevailing
within its context, and consequently, it leads to various outcomes. A sustainable environment, employment
development capacities, a thriving economic activity system, high social capital, and adequate welfare and
infrastructural facilities are the causal factors that play a key role in the formation of a good village. However,
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the effectiveness of these causal factors is influenced by contextual factors such as place attachment, a
participatory spirit, and a collective and convergent spirit, as well as by intervening factors, particularly
continuous engagement with governmental management and the presence of capable local governance.
Ultimately, achieving positive outcomes, such as the emergence of a physically identifiable landscape, depends
on the attention to and implementation of strategies aimed at strengthening the advocacy spirit within the local
community. At present, however, this spirit has been misdirected due to the impact of implemented policies and
existing structural frameworks.
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