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Objective: Rural tourism entrepreneurship is considered a strategic approach to the
transition to a sustainable community, and the desire for rural tourism entrepreneurship is
reflected via each rural's unique features and abilities. This paper aims to determine
the essential aspects of rural tourism entrepreneurship based on strategic advantages in
connection with tourist villages of Ardabil province.

Methods: In this research, 15 tourism villages of Ardabil province, selected by
the Organization of Cultural Heritage, Handicrafts, and Tourism, are the study areas.
Random sampling has been used to select households in the tourism villages. In this
sampling, people in the community are given an equal chance to be selected in the sample.
The required data were collected through a questionnaire survey. The statistical analysis
was performed using the SPSS and Structural Equation Modeling (SEM) designed with
Lisrel software.

Results: The results indicate that, the variable "acceptance of new ideas and values” in the
"flexibility" index, the variable "access to amenities (water, electricity, gas...)" in the index
of "energy" and the variable "ability to transfer one's expertise and skills to others such as
children, friends or acquaintances™ in the index of "expertise and skill" have the first to
third ranks according to the respondents. Finally, this study provides new ways to launch

rural entrepreneurship related to tourism based on strategic advantages.
Conclusions: in this study all dimensions (economic, social, cultural, physical,
Individual, and environmental) of strategic advantages are significant.
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Introduction
Part of the entrepreneurial process includes searching and systematic analysis of opportunities that can innovate.
So, the creativity of villages can be considered an exploitable opportunity . Finally, the creative characteristics
of villages can be investigated as the Strategic advantage of villages. Because strategic advantage is one of the
factors of entrepreneurship development, researchers have considered it a type of source necessary to promote
and be successful in function. Strategic advantage" are the resources that have a significant impact on the
likelihood of future success. These advantages are sources of current and future success over other providers of
similar products. Indeed, entrepreneurship based on strategic advantages is considered an
entrepreneurial activity with a strategic vision to obtain development and carrying out strategic entrepreneurship
dimensions activities, designed to obtain wealth. Considering the strategic feature, entrepreneurship will
attract simultaneous efforts to use competitive advantage and identify innovations as a foundation for future
competitive advantage. Strategic components provide the fields of sustainable competitive advantage. In past
research, various options were introduced as dimensions of strategic entrepreneurship. Covin and Slevin (1991),
introduced the entrepreneurial strategic situation and attitude as strategic entrepreneurial dimensions. Lumpkin
and Dess (1996) proposed risk-taking and entrepreneurial tendencies as dimensions of strategic entrepreneurship.
Meyer et al (2000) identified opportunities, innovation, risk-taking, flexibility, attitude, and growth
as dimensions of strategic entrepreneurship. Ireland and Webb ( 2007) introduced entrepreneurial mentality,
entrepreneurial culture, entrepreneurial leadership, strategic management of resources, and the use of creativity
and innovation as dimensions of strategic entrepreneurship. Tourism entrepreneurship is a new strategy in the
development of tourism villages in the region, due to the nature of job creation and high-income generation can
be a solution to solve the economic problems of the villagers through productive employment and
temporary employment. It should be especially for women and the unemployed and make it easier to stay in
the village.
Materials and Methods

This research is based on a goal as practical and the nature as descriptive and analytical nature Information
and details are provided by using library and field resources and Researcher made questionnaires. This research
was conducted in 2023. The study's statistical population includes 363 villagers living in tourism villages in
Ardabil province. The questionnaire was used to collect information. Therefore, a questionnaire was provided to
the respondents in two parts. The first section gathers information on the resident's socio-demographics. The
second part of the questionnaire includes questions about the Investigating -effective strategic
advantages in rural tourism entrepreneurship coming up with 40 questions. This study uses a five-
point scale: (1) very poor, (2) poor, (3) fair, (4) good, and (5) very good, to measure resident perceptions of the
strategic advantages of the studied area. After the above process, to evaluate the validity of the survey
instrument, handing in the questionnaire to the specialists and experts, who have ensured the content validity of
the survey instrument. Thus colleagues were invited to review the questionnaire for clarity, relevance, and
significance. The measurement items were enhanced and some new ones have been included thanks to
comments and suggestions.
Results
The results indicate that all dimensions (economic, social, cultural, physical, Individual, and environmental)
of strategic advantages are significant. In this study, the variable "acceptance of new ideas and values" in the
"flexibility" index, the variable "access to amenities (water, electricity, gas...)" in the index of "energy" and the
variable "ability to transfer one's expertise and skills to others such as children, friends or acquaintances" in the
index of "expertise and skill"* have the first to third ranks according to the respondents. Finally, this study
provides new ways to launch rural entrepreneurship related to tourism based on strategic advantages.
Conclusion
investigating effective strategic advantages in entrepreneurship of tourist villages in Ardabil province based on
the results of structural equations in addition to the significance of all dimensions (economic, social, cultural,
physical, Individual, and environmental). For a long time, researchers have considered strategic advantages as
a type of capital that is necessary for success and performance improvement. These advantages are often sources
of current success and competitive future compared to other providers of similar products. if a company or
country or region has a strategic advantage, it has a particular feature or method of doing things that makes it
more successful than others. Analysis of strategic advantage focuses on positive points and shows what unique
strengths a region has. In this research, in addition to examining the strategic advantages of tourist villages in
Ardabil province in the field of tourism entrepreneurship, factors with high significance values were identified,
these factors are among the unique capabilities of the region, which increases performance compared
to competitors, and in a way, they can be considered competitive factors in the studied area, that the main goal of
all entrepreneurs is to identify these opportunities and try to achieve them.
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