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This research aims to identify and prioritize key indicators of sports tourism for the
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approach, to weight and prioritize the identified indicators based on expert opinions.The
statistical population for this research included experts, university professors, managers,
and specialists active in the fields of sports tourism, national security, and policymaking
in Irag. The qualitative sample was selected through purposive sampling, while the
quantitative sample was chosen using judgmental sampling.The results indicate that in
developing Irag's national security through sports tourism, indicators such as
strengthening social stability and creating employment hold the highest importance.
However, leveraging this capacity to improve the country's international image faces
weaknesses. At the sub-indicator level, factors related to sports diplomacy and creating
positive experiences for foreign tourists are prioritized, while the development of
infrastructure and public services faces challenges that require attention and investment.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Tourism is the largest and most prosperous industry in the world. In the present era, this industry is considered
the key to the economy in most countries of the world, especially the third world; to the extent that in these
countries, tourism has been prioritized over other development programs. Over the past 30 years, despite major
oil shocks, wars, exchange rate fluctuations, and other major economic events, this industry has grown one to
two percent faster than the global economy and is predicted to become the most important global industry by
the middle of the current century. This industry is not only known as a significant source of income for
countries, but also plays an important role in creating job opportunities, stimulating economic growth, and
developing infrastructure, and many countries look to tourism as a key driver for their industrial and structural
progress. One of the important and significant sectors that has the potential to become a cross-sectoral issue in
the tourism industry is sports. Therefore, despite the importance of sports tourism in international relations, one
of the important factors that has been considered in sports tourism is the issue of national security, which in
today's world there is a close relationship between sports tourism and national security, and the scope of sports
tourism as a socio-cultural category has affected the field of politics, national security, social security, foreign
policy and even international relations. In this regard, by addressing the potential of tourism, especially sports
tourism, to attract capital and create employment, it can be argued that the development of these sectors helps
strengthen the national economy. A stronger economy, in turn, provides more resources for investment in
national security, including critical infrastructure, defense technologies and the welfare of citizens. In addition,
hosting major tourism and sports events can improve the international image of the country and strengthen
diplomatic relations, which also indirectly contributes to national security. Ultimately, creating a sense of
national pride and social cohesion through the success of sporting events and the development of sports tourism
can lead to a stronger and more united society that is more resilient to internal and external threats. Despite its
rich history and geographical diversity, Irag has great potential in sports tourism (water, mountain, mixed and
event). The development of this sector requires investment, improved security and marketing. Sports tourism
can contribute to economic prosperity, job creation, strengthening social stability and national security in Irag;
but security challenges require identifying the key components affecting it in order to develop national security.

Study Area
The study area is the country of Iraq in the Middle East region and in Southwest Asia with 45,504,500.

Material and Methods

The present study has a mixed and multifaceted approach. It is qualitative-quantitative in nature of the data,
applied in terms of purpose, and descriptive in terms of data collection. To achieve the research objectives, a
questionnaire based on the Likert scale was used to collect data, and the SIWES method was used to weight the
criteria and finally for ranking. The aim of the SIWEC method is to simplify the process of weighting the
criteria. This method allows decision-makers to evaluate the criteria without comparing or ranking them with
just a simple scoring.

Result and Discussion

In this study, using a literature review and background of research, sports tourism indicators in the development
of national security in Iraq were identified, then a questionnaire was distributed to 30 people to localize the
factors. Analysis of the weight of the sub-indices shows that in the field of sports tourism and the development
of national security in Irag, hosting sports events on changing the attitude of international organizations and
other countries towards the security of the country (RF3) with a score of 0.07284, the number and quality of
sports and tourism cooperation with other countries (RF4) with a score of 0.07019, and the number of foreign
sports tourists and their satisfaction with the experience of traveling to the country (RF2) with a score of
0.06272 have ranked first to third, respectively. These sub-indices all belong to the index of promoting the
country's positive image at the global level and, in general, the dimension of improving international image and
foreign relations (R). This finding indicates the significant importance of the political dimension in utilizing
sports tourism for the development of national security in Irag. In other words, success in attracting
international events, developing international cooperation in the field of sports and tourism, and creating
positive experiences for foreign tourists plays a key role in improving Irag's global image and, consequently,
strengthening its national security. In contrast, the sub-indices of the number and quality of sports spaces in
vulnerable and marginalized areas (SN10) with a score of 0.00182, the reduction in security incidents related to
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sports tourists (1S8) with a score of 0.00206, and the acceptance of youth in sports and recreational programs as
alternatives to risky behaviors (SN9) with a score of 0.00217 have the lowest weight and are ranked last. This
indicates a weakness in the development of infrastructure and public services related to this industry in Irag.

Conclusion

The results of this study showed that in developing Irag's national security through sports tourism, the
indicators of strengthening social stability and creating employment are of the highest importance. However,
the use of this capacity to improve the country's international image is weak. At the sub-indicators level, factors
related to sports diplomacy and creating a positive experience for foreign tourists are prioritized, while the
development of infrastructure and public services faces challenges that require attention and investment.
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