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study is a combination of library and field methods, and a large amount of information
was obtained using a questionnaire. The statistical population of this study consists of
experts and specialists, and the sample size was obtained using the Cochran method at
96. The researcher distributed 110 questionnaires to improve the quality of the data, and
after collecting 103 items, they were returned to the researcher. The analysis was based
on this number. The data in this study was tested using the SWARA method of Kreslin,
Zavadskas, and Tureksis. The results showed that the foundation's plans' use of
globalization processes such as the Internet of Things, artificial intelligence, and big
data, etc. has had an impact on strengthening medium and small cities, and the plans' use
of environmental physical processes has determined different land uses and identified
suitable areas for residential, commercial, and industrial development in cities. On the
other hand, the preparation and approval of rules and regulations in Housing Foundation
projects is usually based on citizen rights so that institutional processes and laws and
regulations increase the participation of residents of a city and neighborhood and
improve efficiency, cost allocation and quality of life of citizens. Emphasis on
components such as strengthening the economic foundations of medium and small cities,
promoting the role of medium and small industrial and commercial poles and centers for
decentralized transportation, marketing and provision of modern social services, etc. in
Housing Foundation projects has also contributed significantly to the development and
expansion of medium and small cities in the urban and regional system.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The evolutionary trend of settlement theories and strategies in recent decades has been towards the
development and improvement of settlements at the middle and lower levels of the hierarchical system.
Because, paying attention to the development of the upper levels of human settlements (large cities) has not
achieved the development goals. For the spatial organization of cities in developing countries, a model of
spatial development is needed that leads to the decentralization of urbanization and, by creating a system of
small and medium-sized cities and towns and integrating them with urban areas, provides for the expansion of a
network of balanced development centers in connection with each other. In this regard, some researchers
believe that regional development planning should emphasize the dynamics of small towns because, due to the
abundance of facilities and services, the final destination of most immigrants is large cities, but if facilities are
provided in these cities, attracting immigrants to small towns will reduce the growing population growth of
large cities and alleviate the problems of these cities. In this way, small towns, by having a significant share of
production factors and investments, human resources and population of the region, will cause the prosperity of
their surrounding areas, and thus both the spatial concentration of regions can be reduced and a balanced
balance can be achieved at the regional level. This will be achieved if small towns are equipped with facilities
and services, employment generation, education, health and treatment, infrastructure structures and other
welfare facilities and needs of the surrounding areas. According to the national plan, by the end of the Sixth
Economic, Social and Cultural Development Plan of the Islamic Republic of Iran between 2017 and 2021
(extended until the end of 2023), all guiding plans at the level of Yazd province (nearly 700 guiding plans)
should have been prepared and approved, which has been achieved 100 percent (Housing Foundation of the
Islamic Revolution of Yazd Province, 1404). The implementation of the National Housing Movement projects
in cities with less than 100,000 people is also the responsibility of the Housing Foundation, which is the leader
in implementing the National Housing Movement plan in the country. According to statistics and information,
nearly three thousand housing units have been on the agenda in the form of a construction foundation. So far,
more than half of the units have been delivered to applicants and the rest are under construction, which in this
case also shows a feasibility of over 50 percent. Therefore, it is necessary to identify and prioritize the
influential drivers of the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation's plans, including the Mehr Housing Plan, the
Mass Housing Plan, the National Housing Movement Plan, etc., on the structure of the urban and regional
system of small and medium-sized cities in Yazd province.

Study Area

In this research, the identification and prioritization of the influential drivers of the Islamic Revolution Housing
Foundation's projects on the structure of the urban and regional system in Yazd province have been examined
and analyzed.

Material and Methods

Library and field methods were used to collect data, and the most important tool was the "researcher-made"
questionnaire. This questionnaire was developed using domestic and foreign theoretical foundations, observing
the status of the influential drivers of the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation's projects on the structure of
the urban and regional system in Yazd province by the researcher, and taking notes using a checklist,
interviews with specialists and experts in the relevant field. Face validity and content analysis were used to
examine the validity of the questionnaires. In this regard, a preliminary version of the questionnaire was made
available to several specialists and their suggestions for improvement were implemented. The reliability of the
research questionnaire was examined using the internal consistency index (Cronbach's alpha). The Cronbach's
alpha obtained from the software (SPSS) is equal to 0.984, which is considered acceptable if it is above 0.7. It
should be noted that the Likert scale was used to evaluate the amount of opinions. The statistical population of
the present study consists of experts and specialists. Since the number of people and experts who should be
included in the sample to complete the research questionnaire is limited based on various factors (including the
specialization of the questions, the length of the questionnaire process, etc.) and is specified and predetermined
based on the researcher's knowledge of the people who fall into these categories, the sampling method of the
present study is a non-probability, purposeful, judgmental (intentional) sampling method. To analyze the data,
the Swara method, which is one of the multi-subcriteria decision-making methods, was used, the purpose of
which is to calculate the weight of the criteria and subcriteria.
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Result and Discussion

Given that in the previous sections, based on a review of the literature and research background and interviews
with experts, the influential drivers of the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation projects on the structure of
the urban and regional system in Yazd province were identified and extracted in 5 main criteria and 57 sub-
criteria, which were asked through a questionnaire to rate each indicator based on a 1 to 5 Likert scale (1 = very
low importance, 2 = low importance, 3 = medium importance, 4 = high importance, 5 = very high importance).
Then, the average scores of each indicator were calculated. To calculate the weight of the main criteria, the
Likert scores of the sub-criteria of each criterion are first averaged to determine the score of the main criterion.
Accordingly, the criterion of globalization processes with a weight of 0.2462 has won the first place. Because
since the Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation is the main custodian of development in cities and regions
with less than 25,000 people, it has full control over its capacities and needs after several years of activity in
this field, and the Housing Foundation's plans are prepared and implemented with the latest management
models, standards, and processes in the world. The criteria for physical environmental processes with a weight
of 0.2028 ranks second, the criteria for institutional processes and laws and regulations with a weight of 0.2024
ranks third, social and cultural processes with a weight of 0.1813 ranks fourth, and finally economic processes
with a weight of 0.1674 ranks last.

Conclusion

The Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation, as one of the housing organizations in the country, has
implemented various projects in Yazd province in order to facilitate access to suitable housing for low-income
and needy people, which have had an important impact on balancing the urban and regional system structure of
this province. Some of these projects include:

Construction and allocation of housing units at reasonable prices for low-income people.

Construction and allocation of social housing units for people with special needs.

The Islamic Revolution Housing Foundation, as one of the important institutions in the field of housing and
urban and rural development, has had significant impacts on the structure of the urban and regional system. The
Housing Foundation's projects have been among the important measures in providing housing and solving
housing problems in rural and urban areas of Yazd province.

The Housing Foundation has undertaken the construction of new settlements in some areas of the province,
especially small and medium-sized cities (Ardakan, Meybod, Taft, Bafq, etc.), which has had an impact on the
spatial and physical structure of the relevant cities and regions.

It can also be said that the activities of the Housing Foundation in the reconstruction of areas damaged by
earthquakes, floods and other natural disasters have affected the settlement pattern and spatial development of
these areas and, as one of the important tools of urban and rural development, have had significant effects on
the structure of the urban and regional system. The results of this section are the same as the results of the
research. Miguel et al. (2023).

The Housing Foundation's plans aimed at developing and strengthening residential infrastructure in rural areas
and small towns of the province have increased the population and expanded these areas, and this has led to the
promotion of the rank and size of some of these cities in the long term. The Housing Foundation's policies in
providing suitable housing in rural areas and small towns have been able to prevent uncontrolled migration to
Yazd, the provincial capital, and this, in turn, has prevented uncontrolled population growth and physical
expansion of the provincial capital. The Housing Foundation's plans also emphasize the development of public
infrastructure and services in small towns and villages, which can increase the attractiveness and quality of life
in these areas and lead to extensive changes in the structure of the urban and regional system in the long term.
The results obtained are consistent with the research of Azizi and Shams (2019), and the same conclusions can
be drawn from the outputs.

Key words: Housing Foundation projects, urban and regional system structure, Yazd province.
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