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Abstract

Maritime territorialization is a significant issue for coastal and island nations. Benefiting from its strategic
maritime location in the south and its numerous islands in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, Iran has
sought to formalize its maritime territorialization in accordance with the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea.
This study aimed to examine the role of Iranian islands in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz in
supporting Iran's maritime territorial claims. The data for this research were collected through library and
documentary methods, particularly by reviewing the existing legal texts and maps. The analysis was conducted
using a descriptive-analytical approach with a focus on cartographic analysis. The findings indicated that the
presence of islands allowed Iran to establish its maritime territorialization based on the direct baseline. This
strategy, in turn, expanded both the internal waters behind the baseline and Iran's maritime territories outward
into the sea. Additionally, certain islands, due to their own territorial seas, led to a double expansion of Iran's
territorial sea in the Persian Gulf. Consequently, this situation enhanced Iran's sovereignty and maritime
jurisdiction in the region. Moreover, considering the bilateral agreements between Iran and neighboring
countries, such as Saudi Arabia, unique circumstances had arisen concerning the role of islands in maritime
territorialization.
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Introduction

Territory and territorialization by countries and political actors represent key concepts in geopolitics driven by
inherent instincts related to power and ambition. While the nature and function of maritime and land territories
differ fundamentally, both forms of territorialization aim to secure geographical resources that confer power and
dominance. For coastal and island nations, maritime territorialization is a critical and sensitive issue as each
country seeks to maximize its national interests in maritime areas while adhering to international laws,
particularly the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea. Iran, with its strategic maritime position in the south
and numerous islands in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz, has made efforts to formalize its maritime
territorialization in accordance with the 1982 Convention. Given the presence of these islands and the
geopolitical significance of the Persian Gulf, this research aimed to examine the role of Iranian islands in
maritime territorialization. Key questions addressed in this study included the extent to which these islands
influence Iran's maritime territorial claims, how their impact is moderated, and the implications for Iran's
maritime sovereignty and jurisdiction.

Materials & Methods

In this research, data were collected using library and documentary methods, particularly by examining texts,
maps, and legal declarations relevant to the subject. The analysis was conducted through a descriptive-analytical
approach supported by the preparation of pertinent maps and corresponding cartographic analyses. The study
area for this research was the Persian Gulf, which is home to approximately 130 islands of varying sizes. The
Iranian islands in the northern part of the Persian Gulf are predominantly inhabited with Iran possessing around
31 islands in this region, 12 of which are residential. Notably, Kharg Island situated in one of the deepest
sections of the Persian Gulf hosts the world's largest oil terminal, thanks to its deep shores that accommodate
large vessels. This strategic location allows these islands to serve as critical points for the defense of Iran's
southern and maritime borders. From a strategic perspective, Iran's unique position is not solely defined by its
military and demographic advantages in the region, but also by its sovereignty over the most sensitive strategic
islands in the Strait of Hormuz and along its crucial entry and exit routes.

Research Findings

Numerous islands in the Persian Gulf belonging to the coastal nations of this region played a significant role in
the maritime territorialization efforts of these countries. Among them, Iran had been particularly focused on
defining its maritime territories in accordance with the 1982 Convention on the Law of the Sea, given the
geopolitical, geostrategic, and geoeconomic importance of the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz. When
comparing the maritime territories associated with these islands to the provisions of the 1982 Convention, it
became evident that significant attention had been paid to the role of Iranian islands in establishing maritime
boundaries, especially in determining the baseline and territorial sea in the Persian Gulf. Eight Iranian islands
had been utilized to establish the direct baseline, which had effectively expanded internal waters—those lying
behind the baseline—as well as other maritime territories, particularly the territorial sea. Had these islands not
existed, Iran would have likely relied on the normal baseline, which would have substantially reduced its
maritime territories in favor of neighboring countries in the southern Persian Gulf. Additionally, seven Iranian
islands possessed territorial seas, with the territorial seas of six of these islands contiguous to the coastal
territory. This underscored the importance of territorial seas for Iran as they were essential for asserting rights in
other maritime legal areas. Consequently, after establishing the territorial seas of these islands, Iran could pursue
and implement claims over additional maritime areas. However, Farsi Island, due to its distance from the Iranian
coast and proximity to Saudi Arabia, did not maintain this continuity. Given the short distance between Farsi
Island and Saudi Arabia's Arabian Island, the median line had been applied to delineate the territorial seas of
both islands. Thus, the first group of islands not only had expanded Iran's maritime sovereignty, but also had
enhanced its maritime jurisdiction. While Farsi Island had primarily contributed to the expansion of maritime
jurisdiction, assessments of other maritime territories indicated that these islands did not exert a complete
influence due to the narrow width of the Persian Gulf. For instance, the territorial sea boundaries of islands, such
as Abu Musa, Siri, and Farsi marked the extent of Iran's maritime territory with no additional sea areas beyond
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them. However, if the role of these islands in determining the baseline or territorial sea was disregarded, Iran's
geoeconomic and geostrategic interests in the Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz would be significantly
compromised in favor of regional countries and external powers. Therefore, Iran must consistently recognize the
importance of its islands in defining its maritime territories under relevant laws and support the comprehensive
development of these islands. Although Iran had been delineating its maritime territories over two distinct
periods and had initiated codified legislation in this regard, it also maintained bilateral agreements and
memorandums of understanding with several countries, including Saudi Arabia, Qatar, and various emirates of
the United Arab Emirates. These agreements had created unique circumstances concerning the role of islands in
Iran's maritime territorialization, with the Iran-Saudi Arabia maritime agreement serving as a notable example. A
critical issue in this context is the U.S. objection to the Islamic Republic of Iran's maritime zone laws, which, if
exacerbated by provocations from other countries and international pressure against Iran, could present
challenges and potentially alter the influence of islands in determining Iran's maritime territories. Naturally, this
situation would have profound implications for many of Iran's geopolitical interests.

Discussion of Results & Conclusion

The Iranian islands in the Persian Gulf hold significant geopolitical, geostrategic, and geoeconomic importance
for Iran, particularly in the context of maritime territorialization. The presence of these islands has facilitated the
expansion of Iran's maritime territories into the central waters of the Persian Gulf. While Iran has made efforts to
maximize its maritime claims by leveraging the International Law of the Sea—particularly by incorporating its
islands into these claims—opposition from neighboring countries with conflicting interests has resulted in the
application of special circumstances for certain islands. Consequently, the full potential of these islands is not
realized and in some instances, their influence is limited due to the absence of bilateral or multilateral
agreements. This situation highlights the complexities involved in maritime areas, such as the Persian Gulf,
which, while possessing significant geostrategic, geopolitical, and geoeconomic value, also feature a limited sea
width. As a result, the full implementation of the provisions of the International Convention on the Law of the
Sea is fraught with difficulties, leading to ongoing challenges in this regard.
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Fig 2: Map of Iranian islands in the Persian Gulf

Table 1: Iranian Islands of the Persian Gulf
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Figure 4: Location and territorial sea of the islands beyond the baseline
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Figure 6: How islands affect Iran's maritime territorialization

o g Sl als pn gt obos glag B ST s 4 il Sl da p gs (b 5s Ol ST L
R B 83 Ol o e (Jolie Gla) 505 S L Ll cil 035 o et nl)s Gsde (3L 50
S JSh el oS ol el s (sl ol Codlssly b Loasliidbl o slils e sdowie ol (sla o
bl ye o pastay Dol 0l LT L 0Ll b3 (3las o3 55 Rl o et 53 ol il 5 gl
i LS ol ol el o a3 s 1 S Dol Cons s ol 30U Gleae (63 gm0 Ol 2 5 01l olss
ol SLE sl 5 e 5iS il S s 500 &S el Ol Dl (650 (2los GbLe 2lss 056
Slns ol e 53l A o 5 A (35 ot 3 01T Sl L el Ml W15 e Ol s

38 o U Ol (S 85 @3l 5l ol 5 gl 53 aba &S s [ 0Ll gl
= a3t eslid o S 1Sl edd el i Sl (2 sl ol Il Lol
OLis ol a5 odalin o 5 1 OB aslr ki b il 5o laaslcdl go o war 5L (535050 53 5 258 iS]
S 5155 5 S5 S5 e 5 el S Gy oS 5 65 b gt oo T (slatig 55 S s e
S i lpan Lo Bl s 0 ol 55 3lie (3luesly el 3domn L3 (5,0 S0 b 5l 5 s

Al sy winy opl 53 e Hlr e 5 o

@l:.e

03 0l el (e 2Los Gble 050 a5 Cilhe Olpe oy (VYA o a6 28
VEN AP o Ll (slaasy (2VAAY) lalys G s 05l 58 L (YY) Olee (sbys 5 o)l bt
https://jrg.ut.ac.ir/article_18526.html A7+


https://jrg.ut.ac.ir/article_18526.html

VEVE (OA ) cppm ojlod coas il Jlu c pltd 0l "

u_LLJ\u.:_’ éj_ﬂ}jd”ﬁ).) Lr!}.c o>l CJ‘JLA‘)}.JS L}.:L:).) O‘EL"‘ g}’?f‘ﬁj" L;L:.L;J (\i'Y') L,a) ‘°'>‘)L5‘JJ:’.}'€J|
M-8 ()0 (ol i bl i Slalllas (O ) oo e pilie 5 AST L) Lalys
https://doi.org/10.22124/gscaj.2024.24486.1236
e P O fileo 5 il gl (VYY) O slen ()
Qu:‘v:bu“.w)u G_,L?- B d‘)—.’“ g_;.’.l_.’.)b &:JJL:_»A DL MK‘\_w J’i\J} UL.E.: (W"\‘\) Coe ‘LSJJL.’ 9 gdlﬁ 46ﬂﬁ|
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jgs.20.58.339 YAY-YY4 (0A) ¥+ « Ls/ <> fj/.a 2 l5
Ol o&Kls el Ol ol (slacT o ST L Lol s b (sldl i o (laodio (VYAL) | a5 3 3 sy
S 5ot S te sl ;1 ST L Gl st s 01l sl sl e 5130TAE) ol ¢ Sl (6 har
https://interpolitics.guilan.ac.ir/article_1573.html ¥V\-¥4 ()¢ . lg> conlw
(s 28 SlulS (o e (BT pag) Lol Mot Saim OYAY) T e 5 comly e o 2
ODPT Ll e Clicioer aolidas (YN E o gume) o sS oLos bl 428 5 056 Sl S 5,18 Ll
http://georesearch.ir/article-1-310-fa.html .4¢-vv
V\—YI\ L(V/\) ] e :L;PDJ Jf-f-b/J (LALS)LA}JA.L} w“}s.)‘i.)\} B .,\.S;L? L>) w)b C«L}- DL LF’JP o>l Q‘)Lﬂ‘
https://www.sid.ir/paper/194380/fa
Y0 (AP o] o i alzes 0T 0 Sos gla i8S
https://doi.org/10.22066/cilamag.2013.16345
L;.A g:)).l.; 9 L:.é‘J.& (W’/\‘\) B ‘LSJ‘JL" 9 gw.vp-J\.:m ‘u‘"‘“ M TBLW‘ ‘LSJL“ L)bL@.g ‘d‘w = ¢Q|JALS
YA-0 ‘(\ ) ‘g}:’é‘g/j"} f’j‘ﬁ L;JJJJK&L&;@ d‘j‘i‘
http://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-579-en.html
https://doi.org/10.22111/gaij.2020.5465 N\ Y=\ +V (¥0) |+ glidbio (s e lol 5 Lol 4
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/92205 .¢ o, YT sl .Oles (gL o
6)@)/,4.15 J._;j‘) (\T“/\'\) }_...al.: ‘J;Ual_w 9 ‘LA&L—‘JQ} cl?:g;al.:l‘.j‘ ¢WJJ¢)& c&ﬂ‘ ‘O‘J*'c‘ ‘L;*"‘) 0y ‘).,\,:9-}:?0

=Y NP Sy o) aolidas . 5 T e 03 el gl sl
https://journal.iag.ir/article_57258.html
3052 B el OFA) e sl Ol 5 (o 8058 5 00 aRy Gale (D w03 Gl e
YT OV g bl Do) aolilad 0T 3 o3l is Dl 5 alos 3los,ald 55 e
https://doi.org/10.22131/sepehr.2019.37495


https://doi.org/10.22124/gscaj.2024.24486.1236
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jgs.20.58.339
https://interpolitics.guilan.ac.ir/article_1573.html
http://georesearch.ir/article-1-310-fa.html
https://www.sid.ir/paper/194380/fa
https://doi.org/10.22066/cilamag.2013.16345
http://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-579-fa.html
http://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-579-fa.html
https://doi.org/10.22111/gaij.2020.5465
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/92205
https://journal.iag.ir/article_57258.html
https://doi.org/10.22131/sepehr.2019.37495

W b o 5 gl o Ol 2l 3kl 53 oo &85 5 b s Slpl Rl SU

References

Afshordi, M. H. (2007). Studying the degree of conformity and differences between the law of the
maritime zones of the Islamic Republic of Iran in the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman (1993) and
the Convention on the Law of the Sea (1982). Geographical Research, 39(7), 141-160.
https://jrg.ut.ac.ir/article_18526.html?lang=en [In Persian]

Allahverdizadeh, R. (2024). An Analysis of the Laws of the Maritime Zones of the United Arab
Emirates in the Light of the International Law of the Seas: The instance of Iran's territorial
interests. Geographical Studies of Coastal Areas Journal, 5(1), 99-119.
https://doi.org/10.22124/gscaj.2024.24486.1236 [In Persian]

Amiri, A., & Naderi, H. (2020). The role of the three islands in Iran's maritime sovereignty in the
Persian ~ Gulf.  Applied Geographical Sciences  Research, 20(58), 339-363.
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jgs.20.58.339 [In Persian]

Bernard, L. (2012). The Role of Islands on Maritime Boundaries Delimitation: A Look at the Recent
Decision of ITLOS. Center for International Law, Singapore. https://B2n.ir/pe2155

Burgess, J., Foulkes, L., Jones, P. H., Merighi, M., Murray, S. & Whitacre, J. (2017). Law of the Sea: A
Policy Prime. Tufts university.

Churchill, R., & Lowe, A. (2004). The Law of the Sea (B. Aghaei, Trans.). Ganj Danesh Library. [In
Persian]

Elahi, H. (2012). The Persian Gulf and Its Issues. Qhomes Publishing House. [In Persian]

Glassner, M. 1. (1986). The new political geography of the sea. Political Geography Quarterly, 5(1), 6-
8. https://doi.org/10.1016/0260-9827(86)90003-0

Hafeznia, M. R., & Kavianirad, M. (2004). New Horizons in Political Geography. Samt Publications.
[In Persian]

Hafeznia, M. R. (2005). The Persian Gulf and the Strategic Role of the Strait of Hormuz. Samat
Publications. [In Persian]

Hung, P. Y., & Lin, Y. C. (2025). Ocean Geographies .In V. Mamadouh, N. Koch, C. Y. Woon, & J.
Agnew (Eds.), The Wiley Blackwell Companion to Political Geography (pp.604-620). WILEY.
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119753995.ch35

Jafari Valdani, A. (2016). Partition maritime borders in the Persian Gulf with an emphasis on joint oil
and gas fields. World Politics, 4(4), 39-71. https://interpolitics.guilan.ac.ir/article_1573.html [In
Persian]

Kamran, H., Gholami, B., Yari, E., Hosseini Amini, S. H., & Khaledi, H. (2010). Geography and
national power of Iran. Applied Research in Geographical Sciences, 10(10), 5-28.
http://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-579-en.html [In Persian]

Kelman, 1. (2023). The island as a political interstice. Political Geography, 107, 102977.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polge0.2023.102977

Kraska, J. (2011). Maritime Power and the Law of the Sea: Expeditionary Operations in World Politics.
Oxford University Press.

Mirheidar, D., Gholami, B., Pishgahifar, Z., Azizi, G., & Ranjbarian, A. H. (2019). The role of tides in
maritime territoriality and the impact of climate change on it. Scientific- Research Quarterly of
Geographical Data (SEPEHR), 28(111), 23-40. https://doi.org/10.22131/sepehr.2019.37495 [In Persian]

Mirheidar, D., Rasti, O., Amiri, A., Eltiaminia, R. A., & Soltani, N. (2007). The recent trend of
territoriality in the Persian Gulf. Geopolitics Quarterly, 3(7), 1-21.

https://journal.iag.ir/article_57258.html [In Persian]

Mojtahedzadeh, P. (2015). Maritime Political Geography: The Persian Gulf Islands of Tunbs and Abu
Musa. Universal-publishers Boca Raton.

Mottaghi, A., & Ahmadi, E. (2019). Explanation the effective factors the territorialization-maritime
Expansion from the aspect of structure-agency. Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement,
10(35), 107-126. https://doi.org/10.22111/gaij.2020.5465 [In Persian]

Mountz, A. (2014). Political geography Il: Islands and archipelagos. Progress in Human Geography,
39(5). 1-11. http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309132514560958


https://jrg.ut.ac.ir/article_18526.html?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.22124/gscaj.2024.24486.1236
http://dx.doi.org/10.29252/jgs.20.58.339
https://b2n.ir/pe2155
https://doi.org/10.1016/0260-9827(86)90003-0
https://doi.org/10.1002/9781119753995.ch35
https://interpolitics.guilan.ac.ir/article_1573.html
http://jgs.khu.ac.ir/article-1-579-fa.html
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.polgeo.2023.102977
https://doi.org/10.22131/sepehr.2019.37495
https://journal.iag.ir/article_57258.html
https://doi.org/10.22111/gaij.2020.5465
http://dx.doi.org/10.1177/0309132514560958

Veeg ((OA &L_gv) ;r‘,..« AJLQ-:' sv.héj\g Ju ;"é_w 6;.;_,0\31;. A

Pishgahifard, Z. (2005). An Introduction to the Political Geography of the Seas with Emphasis on
Iranian Waters. Tehran University Press. [In Persian]

Poulantzas, N. M. (2016). The status of islands in the international law of the sea: Megisti island. In
Contemporary Developments in International Law (PP. 250-262).

https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004245624 016

Ranjbarian, A., & Seyrafi, S. (2013). An examination of Iran’s baseline in the Persian Gulf and the Gulf
of Oman and the protest of other countries. International Law Review, 30(48), 35-64.
https://doi.org/10.22066/cilamag.2013.16345 [In Persian]

Rasti, O. (2018). Kuwait claimed territorialities and overlapping with Iranian maritime zones in the
Persian Gulf (Review and cartographic analysis of the law and map of Kuwait maritime zones
(2014). GeoRes, 33(1), 77-94. http://georesearch.ir/article-1-310-en.html [In Persian]

Rasti, O., Moradi, E., Ashrafi, A. & Eltiaminia, R. A. (2012). Reflections on the territorialization and
territorial expansion of the United Arab Emirates in the Persian Gulf (with an emphasis on the latest
territorializations). Defense Strategy, 10(38), 31-71. https://www.sid.ir/paper/194380/fa [In Persian]

Research Center of the Islamic Consultative Assembly (1993). Law of the Maritime Zones of the
Islamic Republic of Iran in the Persian Gulf and the Sea of Oman. Article 23. Number 4.
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/92205 [In Persian]

Shihab, H. H., Al Ali, N. A. R., & Chebotarev, V. (2023). The principle of special circumstances and its
applicability in the demarcation of maritime boundaries between Iraq and Kuwait. 4(48), 62-73.
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379703150

Tanaka, Y. (2015). The International Law of the Sea. Cambridge university press.

The Official French Maritime Boundaries Portal (2014). Limits and Areas of Sovereignty and
Jurisdiction of the Coastal State. https://maritimelimits.gouv.fr/context


https://brill.com/view/title/22984
https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004245624_016
https://doi.org/10.22066/cilamag.2013.16345
http://georesearch.ir/article-1-310-en.html
https://www.sid.ir/paper/194380/fa
https://rc.majlis.ir/fa/law/show/92205
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/379703150
https://www.gouvernement.fr/
https://maritimelimits.gouv.fr/context

