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Abstract

In this article, the author attempts to investigate and analyze the phenomenon of chronology
during the Sassanid period, based on Pahlavi language texts (3*-10" AD). To introduce those
Pahlavi texts that deal with chronological propositions and queries, although scattered. Along
with some of those data, clarify the question, the background, and the research achievement
and recount of the results are mentioned at the end of the article. This article, which presents
a model of textual research, demonstrates the achievements of ancient Iranians from the be-
ginning to the present in maintaining calendars (reckoning of days, months, and years) by
creating celebrations and rituals in alignment with astronomical and astrological measure-
ments. Astronomy and celestial phenomena have also been diligent in coordinating with the
revolution and rotation of the Earth, as well as the changes in the ecosystem (nature). As far
as the ancient Iranian people could, they utilized it to enhance their lives and governance by
holding religious and national rituals, which ultimately benefited them. The research ques-
tions are: 1. Is there an independent work or book on chronology in the Pahlavi language? 2.
Can traces and signs of the chronology of the Sasanian era be found in the surviving works
of Pahlavi texts? 3. If signs of chronology are seen in the aforementioned texts, can adequate
knowledge of the chronology of the Sasanian era be obtained by collecting the statements and
words related to it?
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Introduction

In Sasanian Iran, each of the thirty days
of the month was dedicated to one of
thirty ancient Iranian divinities—a prac-
tice that dates back to antiquity, from the
era of the Avestan speakers and, more
prominently, from the Achaemenid peri-
od. It appears that the concept of the sev-
en-day week was a novel phenomenon in
Iran, likely introduced at a later time un-
der the influence of the Mesopotamian
calendar system and the incursion of the
Tazyans (Arabs). In a few instances, one
or two references within the later Pahlavi
texts hint at the structure of a four-week
month.

This article endeavors to examine and
analyze the phenomenon of chronology
during the Sasanian period through the
lens of Pahlavi-language sources. It in-
troduces those Pahlavi texts, though scat-
tered in nature, that contain references
to chronological discussions, terminol-
ogies, and implicit references, shedding
light on the multifaceted dimensions of
timekeeping as understood in that era.
Through a selective presentation of rele-
vant data, the author aims to clarify the
main questions, provide the historical
background, articulate the scholarly con-
tribution, and conclude with a synthesis
of the findings.

Methodology

In this study, the author examines and
analyzes the treatment of chronology
during the Sasanian period, drawing pri-
marily on Pahlavi texts (dating from the
3rd to 1oth centuries CE). The analysis
begins by referencing pertinent Avestan
materials before proceeding to the Pahla-

vi texts that directly address chronologi-
cal propositions and debates.

From the analysis of Avestan litera-
ture, it is evident that certain sections of
these texts are dedicated to calendrical
and chronological matters. Among the
twenty-one Yasts in the Avesta, four—
namely, Urdibehist-Yast (3), Xurdad-
Yast (4), Tir or Tistar-Yast (8), and Far-
vardin-Yast (13)—stand out for their
relevance. Additionally, in the Khordeh
Avesta, both the Siroza (in Avestan and
its Pahlavi translation), which includes
invocations to thirty deities correspond-
ing to the thirty days of the month, and
the Gathas (prayers corresponding to the
five Gah or canonical times of the day
and night) contain reflections on the sun
and moon’s motion, the alternation of
day and night, and the structure of the
month and year.

This Avestan foundation inevita-
bly influenced the later Middle Persian
(Pahlavi) literature, in which concerns
with chronology and astronomical reflec-
tion are more explicitly expressed. A pre-
liminary survey of relevant Pahlavi texts
reveals that chronological information is
dispersed throughout several works, in-
cluding:

1. Bundahisn

2. Dénkard (notably in books 3, 4, 7, 8,
and 9)

3. Rivayat 1 Farnbag 1 Sro$

4. The Pahlavi Rivayat

5. Sayest né $ayest

6. Wizarisn 1 Catrang

7. The Oim-ewag Glossary

8. Frahang 1 Pahlavig

9. Various Pahlavi Texts

10. Five fragments of Zand/Pahlavi texts
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on the five daily prayers

11. The Great Sirozag (33 verses) and
Little Sirozag (33 verses)

12. Mah Farvardin Roz Xurdad (47 verses)
13. A short fragment of the Sirozag

Drawing on these texts, the author iden-
tifies examples of chronological proposi-
tions and relevant lexemes that allow for
a reexamination and reconstruction of
Sasanian time-reckoning practices. The
central research questions are as follows:
1. Does an independent treatise on
chronology exist in the Pahlavi language?
2. Can traces or indicators of Sasani-
an-era chronological thought be iden-
tified within surviving Pahlavi texts?
3. If such indicators do exist, can one
obtain a coherent understanding of the
Sasanian chronological system through
a systematic collation of these scattered
statements and terms?

Discussion

Chronology has always been a fundamen-
tal requirement for human societies—
essential for the observance of rituals,
festivals, and commemorative events, as
well as for political purposes such as cor-
onation ceremonies, census-taking, state
administration, diplomatic record-keep-
ing, cultural observances, patriotic cel-
ebrations, and the collection of tribute
and taxes. It also plays a central role in
documenting the history of institutions,
both governmental and military.

This study employs a textual-analyt-
ical model to examine the Sasanian un-
derstanding of timekeeping, highlighting
the cultural and intellectual achieve-
ments of ancient Iranians in developing

calendar systems through the synthesis
of astronomical and astrological knowl-
edge. This includes the reckoning of days,
months, and years, in harmony with nat-
ural phenomena and celestial cycles.

The ancient Iranians appear to have
striven to align religious and national
celebrations with astronomical events,
in pursuit of both cosmic order and so-
cietal well-being. Their efforts, reflected
in calendrical rites and observances, bear
witness to a sophisticated understanding
of temporal divisions and their implica-
tions for governance and religious life.

Conclusion

To begin with, it must be stated that no
independent or self-contained book or
treatise on chronology in the Pahlavi
language has yet been discovered. How-
ever, specific chapters and passages with-
in broader texts—such as chapter 25 of
Bundahi$n—contain material explicitly
concerned with chronological issues,
which may collectively serve as a substi-
tute for a dedicated work.

Secondly, the chronological termi-
nology and expressions found in Middle
Persian texts constitute a valuable data-
set. These terms and statements, some of
which remain in use within the modern
discipline of chronology, offer insights
into the Sasanian conception of time.

Thirdly, the integration of Avestan
and Pahlavi references, alongside dis-
cussions of the “straight year” (cosmic
or solar year) and the “incomplete year”
(lunar month), as well as the division
of the year into four seasons, each with
three months; the segmentation of each
month into thirty days; and the five ca-
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nonical divisions of the day—together
with references to the twelve zodiac signs
and their seasonal groupings—form
a comprehensive calendrical schema.
This comprehensive system underpins
the discourse on Sasanian timekeeping,
providing essential context for under-
standing the intellectual framework, cos-
mological beliefs, and ritual practices of
ancient Iranian civilization.

Lastly, the chronological systems de-
veloped during the Sasanian era laid a
structured and enduring foundation that
extended into the Islamic period of Ira-

nian history. Revisiting and reevaluating
this domain through data-centered tex-
tual research promises to yield valuable
insights for scholars and enthusiasts
alike. Such endeavors not only deepen
our historical understanding but also
enrich the broader field of ancient stud-
ies by demonstrating the significance of
Iranian contributions. Furthermore, they
serve to connect modern academic in-
quiry with the rich legacy of Iranian in-
tellectual, spiritual, and calendrical tradi-
tions that have spanned millennia.
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08mar 1 *amaragan dast éstéd osmurdig-
iz xwanihéd. 5. ud gowihed: kadag 1 az
salan, an 1 az 6 zamun xwurdag 1 zaman
1 abar sar 1 365 roz hamih har sal. 6. ud
drustagiha pad 4 sal éwgan roz ud pad
40 sal 10 10z, {sal-€ 4 (?)} 10z, pad 120 sal
€k mah, pad 600 sal 5 mah, pad 1440 sal,
sal-e bawéd. 7. u-§ zaman-dad *kandih (?)
1az salan roz; én ¢é az 6 zaman 1 xwurd-
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