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Civil Society and the Islamic Revolution of Iran: Strategies of Struggle and
Peaceful Transition
Adel Tamimi'/Shiva Jalapour?/ Fereydoun Akbarzadeh?/ Hossein Karimifard*

Abstract

Revolution is a modern and rare phenomenon that transforms the fundamental
structures of society and serves as a turning point in a country’s history. The
Islamic Revolution of Iran is one of the most significant political and social
events in contemporary Iranian history, shaped by various social and political
forces such as clerics, intellectuals, bazaar merchants, workers, students, and
other segments of society. Among these, civil society can be regarded as one of
the most important and influential actors in this process. This article examines
the role of civil society in the formation of the Islamic Revolution and the
transition from the Pahlavi regime, addressing the question of how the peaceful
struggle strategies of civil society influenced the formation and success of the
Islamic Revolution.

Using Gene Sharp’s theoretical framework, this study hypothesizes that during
the later Pahlavi period, civil society, by facilitating public participation,
designing peaceful strategies, organizing civil disobedience, boycotts, and
strikes, laid the groundwork for the revolution and the transition from an
authoritarian regime. This research employs a historical-analytical method and,
drawing on library sources, investigates the relationship between civil society
and the occurrence of the Islamic Revolution.

The findings indicate that civil society, by adopting purposeful strategies and
leveraging the capacities of civic struggle, played a central role in mobilizing
the public and organizing protests against the Pahlavi regime. This approach,
by reducing the costs of struggle and attracting widespread participation,
ultimately led to the transformation of the political system.

Keywords: civil society, Islamic Revolution, Pahlavi Il, peaceful struggle, non-
democratic regimes, civil resistance, Gene Sharp.
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1. Civilian Resistance
2. Nonviolent Political Struggle
3. Protest and Persuasion

4. Noncooperation
5. Nonviolent Intervention
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