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Abstract

After the reign of Yaqub and Amr ibn Layth (247-287 AH), the
region of Sistan became a center of growing religious fanaticism,
particularly between the Hanafi and Shafi'i schools, which were
sometimes referred to as Samaki and Sadagi. These sectarian
tensions were deeply rooted in the ethnic and tribal identities of
Muslim Arabs who had migrated to Sistan. Although Yaqub and
his brother Amr ibn Layth managed to curb such divisions to a
large extent, after the capture of Amr Layth, these conflicts
intensified under his successors, eventually becoming a dominant
political and social phenomenon until the fall of the Saffarid
dynasty. Accordingly, this study-conducted using a historical
method and a descriptive—analytical approach based on library
sources-aims to investigate the religious prejudices between the
Hanafi (Samaki) and Shafi'i (Sadagi) groups, and to analyze their
political, social, and economic effects in Sistan during the Saffarid
period. Political instability, weak and ineffective governance,
power rivalries, social inequalities, the influence of scholars and
religious leaders in spreading sectarianism among the masses, and
the general ignorance prevailing in society are identified as the
main political and social causes behind the rise of sectarian
prejudice and conflict between these two sects. These factors led
to the weakening of political authority, the intensification of
insecurity and chaos, increased foreign incursions, and ultimately
the downfall of the Saffarid government. Furthermore, they
contributed to growing hostility among the populace, the
disintegration of social unity, the escalation of violence and
bloodshed, the destruction of economic infrastructure, and the
widespread poverty and misery of the people of Sistan.
Introduction

The term “bias” (ta‘assub) originates from the root “asab”,
meaning tendons, and metaphorically signifies rigidity, zealotry,
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and irrational attachment. Bias is considered antithetical to reason.
Although Islam opposed ethnic and tribal prejudices, such biases
resurfaced during the Umayyad period, later intensifying due to
cultural and religious dynamics in the Abbasid era. In Sistan,
religious fanaticism initially appeared between Sunni and
Khawarij sects and later escalated between Hanafis (Samaki) and
Shafi’is (Sadaqi) under the successors of Amr Layth. The ahl al-
hadith (Shafi’is) emphasized literalism, hadith, and Sunnah over
reason, while Hanafis (ahl al-ra’y) followed rationalist
jurisprudence. The labels Samaki and Sadagi stemmed from a
jurisprudential dispute over the legitimacy of a child of a mentally
ill person. Sectarian differences, alongside political rivalries and
internal conflicts, constituted a major socio-cultural challenge for
the Saffarids in Sistan from the capture of Amr Layth until the rise
of Mahmud of Ghaznavi (393 AH).

Materials & Methods

This study was conducted using a historical research methodology
with a descriptive—analytical approach, relying primarily on
library-based sources. First, the relevant data and information were
systematically collected and categorized from existing historical
records. Subsequently, the analysis was conducted in two main
sections: the causes of sectarian prejudice and the effects and
consequences of these conflicts.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

As mentioned, sectarian prejudice (ta‘assub), rooted in the term
“asab,” denotes blind and ignorant support or favoritism for a
person, belief, or group. When it becomes widespread in society,
it produces severe political, social, and economic consequences
and imposes substantial costs on the population. Since it is rooted
in ignorance and lack of knowledge, it hinders progress in all
domains.

Just as Arab tribes during the Age of Ignorance were afflicted by
tribal prejudices, and the Holy Prophet (PBUH) combated them
through the promotion of divine values, this unfavorable habit re-
emerged in Islamic society, particularly during the Umayyad and
Abbasid caliphates, in various forms. With the Arab presence in
Sistan, religious prejudices—initially rooted in Arab ethnic and
tribal biases—spread widely during the rule of Amr Layth’s
successors and continued until and beyond the end of Saffarid rule
in 393 AH.

After the captivity of Amr Layth, sectarian prejudice—particularly
between the Hanafi (Samaki) and Shafi‘i (Sadaqi) groups—
intensified in Sistan. These prejudices stemmed from the ethnic
and tribal beliefs of Muslim Arabs who had migrated to the region
either to propagate Islam or to oppose the caliphate. Although
Islam opposed ethnic and tribal prejudices, over time, especially
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during the Umayyad and Abbasid periods, these biases reemerged
as religious sectarianism between the Hanafi (Samaki) and Shafi‘i
(Sadaqi) groups.

In addition to the role of Arab ethnic and tribal biases, political
rivalries among Amr Layth’s successors, coupled with
administrative incompetence and inefficiency, created the
conditions for the spread and entrenchment of sectarian prejudices
in Sistan, resulting in a variety of political, social, cultural, and
economic consequences. Beyond weakening the Saffarid
government and contributing to its eventual collapse, these
conflicts intensified social, cultural, and economic crises, replaced
social cohesion with enmity, allowed ignorance to prevail over
rationality and reason, and fostered widespread violence, plunder,
and bloodshed.

As the author of Tarikh-i Sistan notes, during this period, people
were unable to maintain the “water barrier,” the “sand barrier,” or,
most importantly, the “corruptors’ barrier.” Sectarian fanaticism
among the Hanafi (Samaki) and Shafi‘i (Sadaqi) groups, and the
resulting conflicts, led to labor shortages, destruction of economic
infrastructure, and widespread poverty, misery, violence, and
insecurity throughout Sistan.
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