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Abstract

Social stratification constitutes one of the fundamental subjects in the
field of historical sociology. The structure of stratification and the
composition of social classes in any society not only shape the analysis
of its social history but also exert a significant influence on its political,
cultural, and economic trajectories.This article seeks to examine and
evaluate one of the principal social strata in the history of modern Iran—
the comprador bourgeoisie, or the dependent capitalist class—by
focusing on the activities of one of the most influential families of the
Pahlavi era, namely the Rashidian family, which was associated with this
social group. The study aims to address the central question: To what
extent can the Rashidians be regarded as a representative example of the
influential comprador bourgeoisie, or dependent capitalist class, in
contemporary Iran? Methodologically, the research employs a historical
approach grounded in library-based and documentary sources, including
both published and unpublished historical materials. Through an
analytical framework, it explores the defining characteristics of the
comprador bourgeoisie and compares them with the social, political, and
economic attributes of the Rashidian family in order to provide a precise
and evidence-based answer to the research question. The findings
suggest that the Rashidian family exemplified the core features of the
comprador bourgeoisie or dependent capitalist class in Iran. Politically
and culturally, they maintained close collaboration and alignment with
foreign powers, opposed nationalist movements, and adopted a
conservative and reactionary stance toward domestic politics. They also
exhibited signs of cultural dependency, nouveau-riche behavior, lumpen
tendencies, and a markedly self-serving mindset. Economically, the
Rashidians were characterized by rent-seeking, monopolistic practices,
and a prominent role in brokerage, mediation, and profiteering
activities—all of which reflect the essential nature of the comprador
bourgeoisie in twentieth-century Iran.
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Introduction

This article reviews the social history and class structure of Iranian
society through the works of both Iranian and foreign scholars.
Influenced by Marxist and dependency theories, some Iranian leftist
thinkers such as Ravasani, Soudagar, Jazani, and Ahmad Ashraf
identified the rise of a “comprador bourgeoisie” or “dependent
capitalism” as a key factor in Iran’s underdevelopment. They argued that
this class, tied to foreign powers such as Britain, the United States,
Russia, and China, facilitated external dominance over Iran.
The study adopts a sociological approach to examine whether such a
comprador bourgeoisie actually existed in Iran, focusing on historical
data about one influential family, the Rashidians, during the first half of
the 20th century. Through this analysis, the research aims to offer a
clearer understanding of this class’s nature and its role in Iran’s political
and economic stagnation.

Material & Methods

On the one hand, we use a library method of data collection, that is,
exploring first-class historical sources, including documents, press, and
memoirs, which provide the authors with rare and reliable data in this
regard. On the other hand, we use a sociological approach based on
analyzing and examining the characteristics of the comprador
bourgeoisie and its correspondence with the nature of Rashidians, to
examine the presence of the comprador bourgeoisie in Iranian society,
on a case-by-case and limited basis.

Discussion of Results & Conclusions

inspired by the school of dependency and considering the position of
14th century Iran on the periphery of the world system, which made it
dependent on countries located at the central pole and core of the world
system, it was not far-fetched to expect that a layer of the Iranian
capitalist class, directly dependent on one of the world powers, would be
placed in the form of the comprador bourgeoisie, which seemed quite
tangible and obvious to the Rashidians as one of the influential families
of the Iranian upper class in the first half of the 14th century. Although
it is not possible to consider all the wealthy Iranian classes active in the
fields of trade and industry, such as Iravan, Lajavardi, Khalili,
Khosrowshahi, and Arjomand, who even played an entrepreneurial role,
as dependent capitalists, with a dogmatic view and radical approach, a
part of the wealthy Iranian class in the 14th century owed its existence to
its connection and devotion to one of the foreign political and especially
economic superpowers. As focusing on the Rashidi family, all historical
data and documentation about the Rashidis indicate that their
characteristics corresponded and aligned with those of the comprador
bourgeoisie. From close ties with England to confrontation with the
Mossadegh national government in the political sphere, as well as from
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aversion to English culture and Western lifestyle to self-interest,
snobbery and even lampoon-like thoughts and behavior, in addition to
acquiring economic capital through rent-seeking, monopolization and
extortion to the colorful role of brokering, manipulation and mediation
in their economic movements, which led them to become one of the
richest Iranian families in the first half of the 14th century in less than
four decades. With this in mind, and by focusing on another part of the
families belonging to the wealthy class of Iran during the last century
through the collection of accurate and complete data and evidence, and
considering the political and economic structure of Iran during the period
in question, it is not far-fetched to realize a significant number of such
influential Iranian upper-class families and accept the existence of a
comprador bourgeoisie class in Iran in the 14th century.
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