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Abstract

During the Qajar era, various offerings, including robes and other gifts,
were exchanged between the king, his subordinates, and sometimes foreign
ambassadors. The royal robe was one of the most significant offerings, often
given as a royal gift by the king to his subordinates and frequently noted by
foreign travelers. The khal'at was a type of garment or body covering
presented to individuals holding specific positions, particularly government
officials, by the king on special occasions, especially during Nowruz.
Specific rituals and requirements accompanied the act of disrobing and
bestowing the royal garment. The status of the individuals receiving the robe
and their importance to the Qajar kings played a significant role in
determining the type of garment given. This research seeks to answer the
question, based on the observations and reports of foreign travelers, of what
the king's disrobing ceremony entailed during the Qajar era and the
economic functions, consequences, and influencing factors associated with
it. The research findings indicate that sending the khal'at from the king to
the recipient involved elaborate ceremonies. Economically, this practice was
seen as a source of revenue for the court, and the mechanism used to
distribute the khal'at helped reduce related expenses for the court. On the
other hand, the khal'at granted to the recipient often led to negative effects,
such as financial pressure on those under their control.

Keywords: Khal'at, offerings, Qajar kings, government positions,
ceremonies.
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